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‘Jordan values its human resources’ 

LONDON (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan has said that Jordan had done a lot to develop 
human resources, saying that the workforce and human 
element are Jordan’s most predons assets. In an interview 
wtb the London-based Jerusalem Report magazine, Rtince 
Ha^n ^'d it was high time for investment in Jordan. 
Doong that exchange rates have stabilised over the past 
“^1®® years, and that the inflation rate has dropped from 2S 
to four per cent. TTie Crown Prince added that local savings 
had grown over the past three years. Qn the esiablishmeat 
of a free trade zone north of the Dead Sea or on the 
Jordanian-Israeli territories. Prince Hassan said. ‘*We look 
forward to improving the criteria and man^ement whidi 
will enable us to prepare the region for such projects.” 
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Aqaba project gets $86 million loan 

AMMAN (J.T.) A delcgatimi led hy Jordan Eitfciriciiy 
Auihoriiy (JEA) Direaor General Mohammad Saecd Anreh 
Rtumed to Amman from Kuwait Sunday after securing a SSo 
million loan to help finance the third phase of the Aqjha thermal 
power station. Mr. Arafeh told the Jordan Times that he initialled 
an agreement on the loan with the chairman of the hoard of the 
Kuwait-based Arab Fund for Social and Economic Development 
(APSED), Abdul Latif At Hamad. He said the agreement will go 
into effea in December after it has been rigned by the minister of 
energy and mineral resources. The ihira phase imoKe-.. the 
puren^ and instalment of a 170-megawaii thermai power 
generating unit. AFSED has provided Jordan with a total of ?oiO 
million to help it finance the second phase of the thermal power 
station, which entails the inslallalion of two thermal power 
generating units for which a tender has been awarded in the post 
summer. Mr. Arafeh said. He said that the $310 million loans also 
helped finance the country's electricity linkage with Egypt 
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Prince Hassan, 
Princess Sarvath 
retnm 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath on Sunday returned 
home after a diort private 
vidt to die United Kingdom 
during which he attended the 
graduation cereintay of thdr 
dan^tm*. Her Ro^ High- 
ness Princess Ba^ra. Upon 
his arrival Prince Hassan was 
sworn in as R^eot. Their 
Royal H^hnmses were re- 
edved at Ae surpoct by Thdr 
Royal H^hnesses Prince Ra'd 
Ben Zeid, Prince Ghazi Ben 
Mobammad and Prince AS 
Ben Nayef, the Kii%*s advi- 
sors, the acting prime minis- 
ter, the speakers of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Pmita- 
ment, the dtairman of the 
Joint Chiefh of Staff and 
senior officials. Their Royal 
Highnesses were accompanied 
on the visit by Their Royal 
Higimesses Prince Rashed 
and Princess Sumaya. 

Russian minister 
to visit Tehran 

TEHRAN (AP) — Russian 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Gracev will risit Iran, a 
senior Iranian official said 
Sunday after a Tehran news- 
paper said Russian engineers 
will start work on a nuclear 
plant the United States i&y% 
could be used to make an 
atomic bomb. The official 
Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy (IRNA) quoted Defence 
Ministry adviser Shokrollah 
Niazi as saying Mr. Grachev 
had "enthusiastically 
accepted the invitation ex- 
tended to him by his Iranian 
counterpart Id visit Iran.*' 
But, he said, “necessary 
coordination” has to be made 
between Tehran and Moscow 
"before the visit coiUd take 
place,” IRNA reported. Mr. 
Niazi gave no indication of 
when Mr. Grachev would 
visit [ran. 

3 Hamas prisoners 
escape from jail 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Three Hamas hardliners 
escaped from Gaza Ci^'s 
main jail Sunday, a senior 
police officer said as a man- 
hunt was launched. Brigadier 
General Mussa Arafat, head 
of Palestinian military intelli- 
gence, said the three men, 
Yousef Malabi, O^ma Abu 
Taba and Emad Aqel, 
escaped at dawn after break- | 
ing the bars of their cell < 
window. Hiey did not attack | 
police and no one was hurt, 
he added. All three were 
serving 12-year sentences 
banded down two months 
ago by the Palestinian state 
securi^ court for anti-Israeli 1 
activities, police said. But 
Hamas sources said Aqel had j 
not been sentenced and was 
detained about two months 
ago in the possession of a 
bomb and weapons near the 
Jewish settlement of Nezarim 
in the Gaza Strip. The other, 
two, from the southern town 
of Rafah, were sentenced for 
possessing weapons, under- 
going military training and 
planning a suicide-bombing 
against Israelis, tiiey said. 


U.Sh Bahrain review 
military ties 

MANAMA (AP) — The 
bead of the TJ.S. air force's 
central command. Lieutenant 
General John P. Jumper, dis- 
cussed military cooperation 
Sunday with the crown prince 
of Bahrain, where the Penta- 
gon is seeking to deploy 30 
additional combat aircraft. 
The state-run Gulf News 
Agent^ said Gen. Jumper 
met unth Sheikh Hamad 
Isa Al Khalifa, after confer- 
ring witii tike defence minis- 
ter, Sheikh Khalifa Bin 
Ahmad AI Khalifa, and other 
high-ranking officials. Hie 
agency did not say whether 
the U.S. proposal to station 
another 30 warplanes here 
ms discussed in any of the 
meetin|s. But last week a 
U.S. military official said the 
Pentagon hoped to secure 
Bahram’s agreement in the 
next few days. The U.S. 
embas^ in Manama did not 
comment on the meetings. 


King: Jordan committed to comprehensive peace 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AS JORDAN marks the first 
anniversary of the signing 
of its peace treaty with 
Israel, the Kingdom hopes 
to bring to fruition its 
hopes of seeing compre- 
hensive peace prevailing in 
the Middle East. His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Sunday. 

The King, delivering a 
short address to the United 
Nations General Assembly 
on the occasion of the SOih 
anniversary of the world 
body along with dozens of 
.other world leaders (see 


story below), also em- 
phasised that improvement 
in the life of people was an 
essential component of 
maintaining peace. 

"Peace and poverty 
cannot mix in one region." 
said the King in an explicit 
reference to the disparities 
of the economies of the 
countries in the Middle 
East. He expressed hope 
that next week's Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic 
conference would be "a new 
start in the quest for 
development of the re- 
gion." 

The summit "asserts the 


principle of cooperation 
between the people's of the 
region to improve their 
standards of living, and. in 
$0 doing, to consolidate 
peace." said the King. 

The King thanked the 
U.N. secretary 'general. 
Boutros Ghali. for the 
establishment of the 
Internaiionul Leadership 
Academy — an institution of 
the United Nations 
University — in Jordan, the 
first of its kind in the 
world, said it "w'jll give (its 
students) the opportunity 
for dialogue and exchange 
between them and their 
dit’erse cultures." 


The King described the 
staging of joint flights be- 
tween the Israeli and 
Jordanian air forces on 
Sunday (see story be- 
low) as a reflection of "the 
peace we sought." 

"It is based on mutual 
respect and confidence." 
said the King. "It does not 
need the pre.scnce of inicr- 
natinnal forces separating 
the two sides nor interna- 
tional observers to verify 
the truth of our commitment 
to peace." 

The King paid tribute to 
the United Nations and indi- 
rectly referred to the fact 
that he was the lonccsi 


serving head of stale in the 
world who ha.s dealt with 
the world body for the 
longest period. 

"This has permitted me 
to follow its development 
over decades." he .said, pay- 
ing tribute to U.N. media- 
tors like Count Folke 
Bernadouc. Ralph Bunche 
and Dag HamniaskjodJ tvho 
had struggled hard to .see 
peace in the Middle East 
during their time. 

The King also noted 
that Jordan is an active 

(See page 7 fM* the full 
text of the King's address! 

(Continued on page 7) 


King meets with 
Arafat and Rabin 


NEW YORK (Petra) — 
His Majesty King Hussein 
Sunday met with President 
of the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) Yasser 
Arafat and discussed with 
him brotherly relations be- 
tween the Jordanian and 
Palestinian peoples and 
means of further enhancing 
them. 

President Arafat voiced 
appreciation to King Hus- 
sein for his support of the 
Palestinian cause and stres- 


sed the imponance of pur- | 
suing Jordanian-Palestinian 
coordination in support of 
the cause of peace. The 
meeting was attended by 
^me Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker. Royal Court 
Oiief Marwan Al Oasem., 
the King's Military Secret- 
ary Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad and Jordan's 
permanent representative 
to the United Nations 

(Continued on page 7i 


Saudis 
hold 2 
in blast 
probe 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
police searched on Sunday 
for a man who hurled e^lo- 
sives at a crowded village 
mosque following a dispute 
over land, killing seven peo- 
ple and wounding 1(X) others, 
a senior official said. 

But they detained two men 
who were seen with the sus- 
pect before Friday’s attack on 
the mosque in Quba, 5(X) 
kilometres southwest of 
Riyadh, the region’s gov- 
ernor. Prince Khaled Al Fais- 
al, said. 

The suspect was identified 
as Abdullah Ben Mohammad 
Ben Saad Al Omari, who was 
angry at villagers for refusing 
to band over land he daimed 
was owed him, the official 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
reported. 

Police found the suspect’s 
car in a mountain area and 
detained two men seen with 
him earlier. The two admit- 
ted they “had taken breakfast 
with him but denied any in- 
volvement in the attack.” 
Prince Khaled told SPA. 

‘^e criminal will, God 
willing, be arrested soon and 
prosecuted before an Islamic 
court.” he added. The sus- 
pect will be condemned to 
death if found guilty of the 
crime. 

A Saudi man died Sunday 
of his wounds, bringing the 
death toll to seven, the In- 
terior Ministry said. Thirty- 
six people remained in hos- 
pital. including 20 listed in 
serious or critical condition. 

Among the dead were 
three Saudis, including a 17- 
year-old, as well as two Indi- 
ans and an Egyptian, with 
nationality of one of the 
seven still unknown, the in- 
terior ministry said. 

Among the wounded were ' 
eight children, all Saudis, as 
well as Banlgadeshis, Pakis- 
tanis. Afghans, Turks, Egyp- 
tians and Sudanese, hospitals 
said. 


World leaders mark U.N.’s 
anniversary seeking change 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— In the largest ^thering of 
world leaders in history, 
kings, presidents and pre- 
miers Sunday marked the 
50tii anniveis^ of the Un- 
ited Nations by demanding 
diange if the organisation is 
to fulfill the di^ms of its 
founders. 

But the differences which 
long have divided the world's 
only truly global or^isation 
surfaced as 200 heads of 
state, p^e ministers, fore- 
ign ministers and representa- 
tives of international groups 
began three days of speeches. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, the first world leader to 
spe^, listed 1:^ ^nda as 
combatting mtemational ter- 
rorism, organised crime, drug 
smuggling and the sj^ead of 
“weapons of mass destruc- 
tion.” 

Cuban Preadent Fidel Cas- 


tro, who shed his trademark 
fatigues for a dark grey busi- 
ness suit, talked of the gap 
between rich and poor and 
domination of the United Na- 
tions by powerful countries. 

“How long shall we wait 
for the democratisation of the 
United Nations?’* Mr. (jastro 
asked, to enthusiastic ap- 
plause by the leaders, most 
from the developing world. 

He said the “abuse of au- 
thority" wielded by the Un- 
ited States and the four other 
permanent Security Clouncil 
members has creat^ “a new 
coltKiialism within the very 
United Nations." The council 
is the only body within the 
United Nations tiiat can pass 
resolutions binding on all 
members. 

Zambian President 
Frederick Chiluba said the 
Security Cfoundl should not 
serve as “the sanctuary of the 


holy of holies” where the 
United States and the other 
four members become “high 
priests to the rest of the 
globe." 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin complained that the 
Security Coundl, and his own 
country, have been bypassed 
in recent U.S.-led initiatives 
to end the war in Bosnia- 
. Herzegovina. 

The U.N. Charter ratified 
50 yers ago Tuesday 
espoused ideals of fostering 
peace and security throu^ 
out the world and economic 
progress for all peoples. 

'The anniversary is talcing 
place as it faces its greatest 
financial crisis, brought on by 
demands for peacekeeping 
operations in ‘the former 
Yugoslavia, Somalia, Angola 
aoo elsewhere, as well as the 

(Continued on page 7)' 


Israeli army presents detailed 
West Bank redeployment plan 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israeli generals pre- 
sented the cabinet with a 
detailed redeployment plan 
for the West Bank on Sun- 
day, three days before 
Palestinian police are to be- 
gin taking over the northern 
West Bank city of Jenin. 

One minister said the 
Israeli withdrawal could be^ 
halted at any time if the 
^estinian areas became a 
shelter for militants staging 
attacks on Israelis. 

Meanwhile, the army dis- 
mantled the large Faraa pris- 
on near Nablus, the West 
Bank’s largest town. Cranes 
lifted huge mment cells onto 
tank carriers as soldiers re- 
moved antennas and watch 
towers. Soldiers said the in- 
mates had been evacuated 
last 'Diursday. 

The troop redeployment 
will begin Wedne^y wifo 
the opening of a joint Israeli- 
Palestinian command head- 
quarters in Jenin. Israeli 
troops are supposed to begin 


withdrawing from Jenin on 
Nov. 10 and are expected to 
complete the pullout nine 
days later. 

Israel plans to withdraw 
from five other West Baitk 
d^iBs by year’s end and from 
most of Hebron — where the 
situation is complicated by 
the presence of 450 Jewish 
settlers within the city — by 
the end of March. The 
Palestinians will also gain 
partial control over 400 vil- 
lages in the West Bank. 

A Palestinian official said 
Sunday that Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
chief Yasser Arafat would 
attend Christmas celebra- 
tions in Bethlehem, the Bib- 
lical birthplace of Jesus. 

“Tbe Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) sent invita- 
tions to Arab and European 
leaders to attend the Palesti- 
nian celebration for the fiist 
time under a Palestinian 
flag.” said Bashir Abu Kha- 
tab, spokesman for PNA offi- 
cial Tayeb Abdul Rahim. 


Christmas celebrations in 
Bethlehem draw visitors from 
around the world. But 
crowds grew smaller during 
the 1987-1993 Palestinian up- 
rising against Israeli occupa- 
tion. ragrims had to pass 
through metal detectors to 
enter Manger Square and riot 
police were posted outside 
the Church of the Nativity. 

Israel's Environment 
Minister Yossi Sand said the 
army's withdrawal plan — 
presented by army chief 
AmnoD Shah^ and top aides 
— granted maximum protec- 
tion to 140,(XX) Jewish settlers 
liviong in the West Bank. 

But he added: “The sche- 
dule depends on the condi- 
tion that reality in the West 
Bank wilt be more or less 
reasonable and acceptable. If 
not, and it is a reality of 
terrorism and shelters for ter- 
rorists... the schedule will be 
changed." 

Isi^I and the PLO signed 
(ConttniKd on page 7) 


Jordanians remember Abdul Hamid Sharaf 

'Former prime minister's thoughts will remain with us' 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
^)ecial to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — It was ten 
years after the death of 
former Prime Minister 
Sharif Abdul Hamid Sharaf 
that Jordanians realised 
foat what he was trying to 
accomplish in the early 
1980s is what would have 
spared Jordan the econo- 
mic hardships endured in 
late 1980s. 

Now, 15 years after his 
death, senators, politicians 
and ordinary peq)le are 
convinced that the whole 
Arab World would have 
been in better shape if the 
later prime minister's vi- 
^n, philosophy and poli- 
cies were to materialise. 

“If those who criticised 
him then knew that if we 
had carried out what he 
preached we would not 
have suffered the economic 
difficulties in the late 


1980s,” said advisor to Her 
^^jesty Queen Noor and 
former director of Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation, In- 
'aam Mufti, at a lecnire 
held at Shoman foundation 
in commemoration of the 
passage of IS years on his 
death. “He was and still is 
the minaret of the Arab 
thought." 

Sharif Abdul Hamid 
Shai^, a cousin of His 
Majes^ the King, died at 
the early age <n 41, tix 
months after he became 
prime minister in Decem- 
ber 1979. A massive heart 
attack caused his prema- 
ture and sad death. 

Among his many and re- 
markable achievements in 
the -political and cultural 
fields was the establish- 
ment of the World Affairs 
Council in 1977, the 
National Consultative 
Council (which filled in for 
the dissolved parliament) 


in 1978, the first Depart- 
ment for Culture and Arts 
at the Ministry of Culture 
and the Diwan for Grie- 
vances. 

“He was the first to think 
about the need to have a 
National Charter ... his 
early death put off the 
planned project for ten 
more years,” said Senator 
Sa'eed Tal. 

Mrs. Mufti, who became 
the first women minister 
and the first minister of 
social development in the 
history of the Kingdom 
when the late prime minis- 
ter formed his cabinet, 
talked about his role and 
enthusiasm to improve the 
situation of women in the 
Kingdom. 

“He always emphasised 
that political stability could 
not be achieved without 
social stability,” she said. 
“My first assignment as a 
minister was to make a 



Abdul Hamid Sharaf 

difference in the field of 
social development, and so 
we did ... but many pro- 
jects were not carried out 
after his death for different 
reasons.” 

(Cmitiniieil on ittge 7! 



NEW YORK HONOURS; Their Majesties King Husse'm and Queen Noor kvith New 
York Mayor Rudolph Guiliani and his wife Donna Hanover al a dinner hosted by 
the mayor in New York on Saturday. Their Majesties are in New York to attend the 
U.N.’s 50th anniversary celebrations (AFP photo) 1 

Jordan, Israel stage joint air show 
on 1st anniversary of peace treaty 

AMMAN (Agencies) — A 

Prince Ra’d j 
joint flights 1 


joint patrol of Israeli and 
Jordanian warplanes and 
beUcopters overflew the two 
countries on Sunday at the 
launch of events to mark the 
first anniversary of their 
peace treaty. 

Hie patrol ■— including 
Israelis F-lfo and Jordanian 
F-5s — first flew over Tiber- 
ias, Galilee, Haifa, Tel Aviv 
and occimi^ Jerusalem. 

Black Hawk helicopters of 
the Israeli air force and 
Jordanian Super Pumas, in 
dose formation, carried the 
flags of the two countries as 
well as a banner reading, 
“Shalom and Salam.” 

The aircraft crossed taJor- 
dan flying over .Amman, Zar- 
ka and Irbid, as part of “a 
salute to the Jordanian and 


Israeli peoples," said the Jor- 
dan news agency, Petra. 

Israel and Jordan are to 
sign accords on police and 
commerdal cooperation this 
week, in the run-up to the 
Oa. 26 anniversary, offidals 
said. 

On Tuesday on the shore 
of lake Hberias in Israel, 
Jordan will become the first 
Arab state to sign a police 
agreement with the Jewish 
state to cooperate in the fight 
against drug trafficking and 
other crime. 

An Israeli commerce and 
industry ministry spokesman 
said the two countries would 
on Wednesday in Sodom, on 
the Israeli side of the Dead 
^a, sign their first commer- 
cial accord, for a three-year 
duration. 


HIS ROY.AL HIGHNESS j 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid Sua- ; 
day watched the ceremo- j 
nial flight by right Isradi ‘ 
and Jordanian inters to | 
mark the first annivmary | 
of signing the Jordanian- j 
Isradi peace agreement. 
Four Jordanian and four 
Isradi fighter planes flew 
over Tiberias, Acca, 
Haifa, Td .Aviv, .Amman, 
Zarqa and Irbid. \ 


UAE urges 
urgent aid 
for Iraq 

DUBAI (Agencies) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) on Sunday urged 
other Arab countries to supp- 
ly uTgent ud to Iraq, imen- 
si^ng a campai^ to end 
enppling international sanc- 
tions against Baghdad. 

Defence Minister Sheikh 
Mohammed Ben Rashid Al 
Maktum said he was delight- 
ed by last week’s call by UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan AI Nahayan’for the 
United Nations to lift the 
five-year embargo against 
Iraq. 

“The Iraqi people are 
Arabs, whom we should not 
abandon especially in these 
circumstances." Sheikh' 
Mohammad told a German 
television channel in a rare 
interview carried by the offi- 
cial UAE news agency 
WAM. 

“Through the president's 
call, I now urge all .Arab 
countries, especially those in 
the Gulf, to help in ending 
tite embargo against the Iraqi 
people and provide urgent 
assistance to them. The UAE 
will not hesitate in providing 
assistance to the brotherly 
Iraqi people,” he said. 

In statements last week, 
SbeikliZayed said it was time 
for Arabs to Join hands in 
lifting the U.N. Security’ 
Coundl sanctions imposed on 
Iraq when its forces invaded 
nei^bouring Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 


Hammad: Passport 
extension apolitical 


By AbduDab Hasanat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Last week's de- 
cision by the government to 
grant West Bank Palestinians 
five-year passports was not 
politically motivated and 
those passports are mere 
travel documents that would 
not entitle their holders to 
dtizenship rights in Jor^n, 
the minister of interior, 
Salameh Hammad. declared 
Sunday. 

The minister, addressing 
editors and columnists of loc- 
al newspapers, said the de^- 
sion was prompted by de- 
mands from West Bankers 
who had difficulties obtaining 
visas and travelling abroad 
using two-year passports. 

The West Bankers “peti- 
tioned His Itiajesty the IGng 
saying that the two-year pass- 
ports were limiting their 
movements in neighbouring 
countries," the minister said. 

The minister explained, 
however, that the five-year 
passports that benefit virtual- 
ly all West Bank residents, 
but exclude Palestine Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) and 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials and 
holders Palestinian travel 
documents, did not mean 
that the passport holders can 
reside in Jordan nor enjoy 
the benefits that Jordanian 
nationals enjoy like voting 
rights, admission to schools 
and universities, entering 
into business ventures or 
making use of the ration 
coupons. 

Mr. Hammad dismissed 


charges made during the en- 
counter with the journalists 
that the government was re- 
sponding to pressure from 
Israel and the U.S. to circum- 
vent the Palestinian quest for 
an independent state and 
force a confederation be- 
tween Jordan and- the West 
Bank. He said that the 
Palestinian authorities were 
pleased by the Jordanian de- 
cision and were saying that 
“the move serves people's 
interests.” 

The minister disclosed that 
all those who hold two-year 
passports were now entitled 
to five-year documents. 

Mr. Hammad made a dis- 
tinction. however, between 
those West Bank residents, 
now entitled to obtain the 
five-year travel document, 
and Jordanians of Wei, 
origin who hold Jordanian 
citizenship with all rights 
associated with it. The for- 
mer hold a Ministry of In- 
terior “green card" and the 
latter hold a “yellow card.” 

Asked about official inien- 
rions towards residents of re- 
fugee cam^ in light of recent 
court verdicts to rerunt camp 
lands to their original own- 
ers, the minister asserted that 
“the government is handling 
the issue with the landown- 
ers." 

Mr. Hammad complained 
alMul political parties that 
still had affiliations to neiq'n- 
bouring Arab regimes. WTth- 
out naming them, the minis- 
ter was referring to three 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Gang unleashes terror 
in ‘wild’ West Bank towh 


NABLUS (AFP) — An 
aimed gang is terroriang the 
West Bank town of Nablus, 
just weeks before Palesti- 
nian police are due to take 
over from Israeli troops. 

Most of the gunmen are 
former Fateh Hawks, an 
armed wing of PLO leader 
Yasser Ait&fa main foction 
that was active during the 
indfoda against Israeli rule. 

Led by Ahmad Tabuk, 26, 
the group has turned back the 
clock to when it was assigned 
to eliminate collaborating 
with Israel. Since May, they 
have killed two people and 
wounded at least 18, most of 
them fellow Fateh suppor- 
ters. 

Mr. Tabuk's men, acting as 
self-appointed custodians of 
m(^ standards, have bullied 
video-g^e stores and lottery 
offices into closure, shooting 
any one who defies them and 
smadiing up shops. 

They roam the streets, 
blaring over loudspeakers 
names of alleged thieves, 
pimM or dronkards. 

when they track down 
tfamr prey, they go out in 
pairs to abduct him and cart 
him off to the Old City. 
There tiiey stand him up 
a gahist' a and pump bul- 
lets into bis legs, often in 
front of a sfaocl^ crowd. 

Nablus is reeling from the 
violence. 

“My little boy of three goes 


around shouting ‘Tabuk, 
T^nik, bang, bang’,'* said 
another Nablus resident. 
“This place is becoming like 
the wild west.” 

The attacks have turned 
into a daily event, with only a 
month to go before the Israeli 
army is due to start the trans-* 
fer of West Bank towns to the 
Palestinian setf-rule author- 
ity. 

Residents say Mr. Tabuk 
wants to assert his own au- 
thority before the transfer. 

“Nablus was always very 
independent, a trouble spot 
for the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), said a 
resident, who like several 
o±ers preferred to remain 
anonyrnous for fear of gang 
reprisals. 

“Arafat may be deliberate- 
ly allowing chaos so that be 
can highlimt the need for his 
control wten he does come 
here,” said the man, saying 
he was also a Fateh su|^r- 
ter, 

With a population of 
105,000 Nablus has half-a- 
dozen wealdiy families who 
were local diiefs and mayors 
during the Ottoman empire 
and ^e British mandate be- 
fore Israel was created in 
1948. 

They retained their influ- 
ence after Israel seized the 
West Bank in 1967 and 
analysts say the PLO chief 


may be trying to curb their 
power. 

Even those who do not 
point a finger at Mr. Arafat 
are pu^ed as to why he does 
not reign in Mr. Tabuk. 

“This is a mysfery.” said 
Khalil A1 Sharqaqi, a resear- 
cher. “The Palestinian Au- 
thority’s intervention is not 
strong enou^, and its stand 
is not clear." 

Mr. Tabuk is known to 
have worited with a local 
security chief appointed by 
Mr. Arafet. When the two 
split four months ago and 
started a feud, hfr. Arafet 
dismissed the diief and Mr. 
Tabuk went independent. 

The gang leader was later 
summoned to the auton- 
omous town of Jericho, head- 
quarters of Mr. Arafefs pre- 
ventive security service. But 
he was soon out and in action 
again. 

“We now have a dialogue 
with Tabuk," said Sameh Ka- 
naan, head of preventive 
securi^ which <^rates im- 
offlciaily in Nablus. “The 
Palestinian Authority has 
ordered us to patient witii 
■ihiin and not to escalate the 
rioteace.” 

He predicted that when 
Mr. Arafet takes over he 
would absorb Mr. Tabouk 
into his security services, as 
he has done with activists in 
the already autonomous 
Gaza Strip. 


Iran protests attack on 
diplomat in Argentina 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Iran lodged a strong protest 
with Aigentina on Sunday 
after an Iranian diplomat was 
shot and wounded in Buenos 
Aires, the official felamic Re- 
public News Agff"r-’ ^TRNA.) 
said. 

Argentine Charge D'af- 
faires. Edvardo Demayo was 
summoned to the Foreign 
Minister after the attack late 
Saturday by unidentified gun- 
men, it said. 

A motOF^list c^ned fire 
on a car in whidh Iranian 
Qi^e D’affaires Hassan All 
Rajabi Yazdi and bis family 
were travelling in the Bel^'- 
00 district of the Argentine 
capital, wounding the diplo- 
;mat in the chest. 

The attack immediately 
fled the scene'. 

“Iranian Deputy Foreign 
■ Minister Mahmoud Vaezi 
told the Argentine diplomat 
that Buenos Aires should 
idcD^ and arrest as soon as 
possible die parties that were 
involved in the attempt," it 
said. 


"He (Vaezi) said the 
attempt was made by ele- 
ments related to Zionist cir- 
cles which aimed at des- 
troymg Tehran-Buenos Aires 
relations.” IRNA reported. 

*r!:e Tehran-based news 
agency described the shoot- 
ing as a “terrorist attempt'* 
but did not report who the 
gunmen were or speculate on 
any motive for the attack. 

Argentine authorities have 
not imed oat any motives for 
the attack. 

A deadlv bomb attack on a 
Jewish c^iarity in Buenos 
Aires last year killed 86 peo- 
ple and wounded scores 
more, wfafle 29 were kiUed 
and more than 200 wounded 
in an attack on the Israeli 
embassy in the dty in March 
1992. 

Argentine authorities 
felled to find any proof tiiat 
Iran was behind Ae 1994 
attack, despite accusations 
*from Israel that the pro- 
Iranian Lebanese Hizbollah 
had carried out both. 


Beirut 
treasures 
on display 

BEIRUT (AFP) — More 
tiian 300 ai^eoio^cal finds 
have gone on display hi the 
niins of a church in war- 
wrecked dty centre of Beirut, 
tile rewards of three years of 
excavation. 

The items on show at the 
St. Geoige Maronite Cathed- 
ral since Saturday are only a 
fraction of the treasures hid- 
den under the old downtown 
which 17 dvili^tions have 
passed through over 5,000 
years. 

An open-air display in- 
cludes fragments of Roman 
columns and a dty wall dat- 
ing to the Middle Bronze Age 
of local limestones with pilas- 
ters leading to a gate of the 
dty. 

Archeologists have dug out 
Hellenistic sculptures, bronze 
jugs, Feisian or late Pheoni- 
dan clay jugs, Ottoman clay 
pipes, ani(7horas, gold coins, 
jewelleiy, mosaic floors and 
Mameluk pottery dishes. 


Arafat draws crowd 
and cash at New York 


NEW YORK (AP) — A 
buoyant Yasser Arafet, in 
New York for the first time in 
21 years, stood in a glittering 
ballroom Saturday night, 
thanked Palestinian- 
Americans for their support 
and appealed for more. 

“I ask you for help, for 
money to add beds to hospit- 
als, and classrooms to 
schools,” the Palestinian 
leader said. 

Someone in the hotel bal- 
lroom crowd immediately 
passed up a check for 
SIO.OOO. Mr. Arafat kissed it 
and handed it to an aide. “If 
you have nothing, anything 
helps," he said witii a smile. 

within minutes, as Mr. 
■Arafet went on, another be- 
nefector passed up a check 
for $50,000. 

Mr. Arafet, the leader of 
the cash-strapped Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, was in New York to 
participate in the four-day 
celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the United 
Nations. 

He was not invited to 
Samrday night’s major event, 
a gala dinner hosted by New 
York Major Rudolph 
Giuliani. But local 
Palestinian-American poups 
organised Mr. Arafet’s own 


fund-raising dinner at the 
Vista Ht^el, across the street 
from the GiuHani dinner in 
New York’s financial district. 
Wall Street. 

The Arafat dinner, 
attended by more than 1,000 
people, raised at least* 
$350,000 for the benefit of 
two b^itals in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank. 

The Palestinian chief, last 
in New York for a U-N. visit 
in 1974, was in a jubilant 
mood, speaking often emo- 
tionally to an audience that 
interrupted with patriotic 
chants, including “we sacri- 
fice ourselves for Palestine." 

“We promise you a demo- 
cratic Palestinian state," Mr. 
Arafet declared. 

Security was airtight for 
the Palestinian leader’s first 
public appearance since 
arriving in New York late 
Friday. At least 50 Palesti- 
nian and U.S. security agents 
lined the ballroom, memding 
20 who flanked the head 
table while he spoke. 

The rest of w. Arafet's 
schedule during his New 
York stay remains largely un- 
disclosed. He was scheduled 
to address the U.N. general . 
Assemiriy on Sunday, the be- 
riming of three days of five 
minute addresses by more, 
than 180 world leaders mark- 
ing the U.N. anniversary. 


Italian 
doctor 
killed in 
Somalia 

NAIROBI (R) — An Italian 
doctor working for the 
Christian charity Itaiiana Caii- 
tas was killed in the southern 
Somalia town of Merca on 
Sunday, diplomats said. 

Ikey said a second medical 
worker on a tuberculosis pro- 
ject in the town was badly 
wounded by Somali militia 
and was to be evacuated to 
the KenYan capital Nairobi 
later on Sunday. 

Relief officials in Merca, 
south of the Somali capital of 
Mogadishu, identified the 
slain doctor as Graziella 
Fulagalli and his wounded 
colleague as Christofolo 
Andreoli. 

Fulagalli, aged around 40, 
was head of a tuberculosis 
project while Andreoli was 
its laboratory tedinkaan. 

Details of the attack on the 
Italians were scant. 

But tliplomats and relief 
workers said at least two 
Somali militiamen struck the 
Italiam from inside their hos- 
pital.' 

“At least two or perhaps 
more men entered the hospit- 
al and struck the Italians, 
killing Fulagalli," a relief 
worker told Reuters by tele- 
phone from Merca. 


Electioneering in Algeria 
as more violence feared 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alger- 
ia’s presidential election cam- 
pai^ began Sunday amid 
fears of increased violence 
from Islamic radicals trying 
to stop milit^-backed head 
of state Lamine Zeroual gain- 
ing electoral credibility. 

One candidate for the Nov. 
16 poll has been killed, along 
with L former minister and 
many journalists in the run- 
up to the elections, in winch 
Zeroual is seen as the 
fevourite against three riv^. 

The Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), an umbrella for a 
number of fundamentalbt 
fections, has threatened re- 
prisals against anyone who 
takes part in the election, 
even just by casting a vote, 
according to press reports. 

Polling booth staff, leaflet 
distributors and campaign bill 
stickers will be special 
targets, the rei^rts s^. . 

Ssme 14 millioo Algerians 
are entitled to vote their 
choice will be limited, and 
tile number of those who will . 
dare to turn out can hardly be 
guessed at. 

The banned Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), whidi was 


on the point of winning 
general elections in 1992 
when the military sOttd a 
coup, sparking off a war 
in which at least 30,000 peo- 
I^e have died, has sUn vow^ 
to stop the presidential poll 
by whatever means it can. 

The FIS and other parties, 
indudmg the former mling 
National IJberation Front 
(FLN) and t he Socialist Force 
Front (FFS) signed a pact in 
Janus’s in Rome saying a 
political accord with the gov- 
ernment was a precondition 
for thdr cooperation. 

Algiers rejected .the de- 
mand and the FFS ^ed for 
a bojTOtt of the election, 
while the FLN said people 
shoitid put in a blank return 
in some regions. 

Mr. Zero^ and his rivals. 
Noureddine Boukroub. 
Mahfoud Naboab and Said 
&idi, have made an end to 
the dvil war the main theme 
of their pre-campaign 
speeches. 

In the fece of palpable 
anxiety in Algiers and el^ 
^ere, the aotborities said 
every measure bad been 
taken to ensure that eleaoral 
activity was undisturbed. 


As early as June 1 the 
government began calling up 
tiiousands of military reser- 
vists, boosted by more than 
16,000 local militia. 

The country’s Independent 
Control Cbmmisaon warned 
Friday that campaigning 
should lake place away from 
mosques and schools. 

Each candidte will be given 
three hours of air time on the 
single television channel arid 
three radio stations broad- 
casting in Arabic, Berber and 
Frendli, with a hours of five 
minutes on Nov. 1, 

. anniversary of ihe start of tiie. 
war of inciepeDdcnce against 
France. 

It was not immediately 
known if any campaign rallies 
were planned or if they would 
be permitted because of the 
security situation. 

Mr. Sadi has said he was to 
begin campaigning at Tlem- 
cen in the west, home town of 
former Interior Minister Atm 
Bakr Belkali, who was assas- 
sinated in AJgiers on Sept. 
29, and end it at Annaba in 
the east, where Mr. Zeroual’s 
predecessor Mohammad 
Boiidiaf was shot dead on 
June 29, 1992. 


No remorse, but no more violence today for Wabeedi 


ISRAELIS refusal to release four female Palestinian 
prisoners have set off a fresh crisis of confidence just as 
Israel and the Faiestine D'heration Organisation (PLO) 
embark on the delicate task of extending Palestinian 
■ seif-svle. Although Yasser Arafat has staked his pre^ge 
on winning their release, one of the women — Ab^ 
Waheetti — does not expect to be freed any time soon. 


By Scfadierezade 
Faramarzi 
The Associated Press 

TEL MONO — With a 
peculiar cheerfulness, Abeer 
Wabeedi strode into the visi- 
tors’ room at Israel’s Sharon 
prison, summoned her pa- 
rents and sister and Ids^ 
eadi through a metal grate. ■ 
Then she motioned for 
Shem not to interrupt. 

“You have to get it out of 
your mind that we are going 
to be getting out," Ms. 
Wabeedi told her family on 


Friday. 

Twenty-six ye^ old, Ms. 

‘ Waheedi is serving a 17-year 
term for membership in a 
PLO guerrOia ceil that killed 
a Jewish settler, Zvi Klein, in 
a drive-by shooting in 1991. 
The cell member who pulled 
the trieger was sentenced to 
Ufe. . 

Ms. Waheedi, daughter of 
-a leading official in Yasser 
Arafet’s Fateh faction, shrug- 
ged when asked whetiier she 
felt remorse. 

“Circumstances are diffe- 
rent now. There is no need 


for aimed strug^e,’’ said Ms. 
Waheedi, appearing relaxed 
in jeans and a denim jacket, 
although feint drdes were 
viribie ander her eyes. 

“What I did was for a 
cause, for freedom and inde- 
pendence. Now the struggle 
has shifted from the gun to 
more co nstru c tiv e goals," she 
sfud, readiing tl^ugh the 
^te to press this reporters’ 
hands, as if to stress her point 
more strongly. 

Ms. W^eedi is by fer the 
best known of any of the 
female Palestinian pris<Kieis. 

Her smooth, round face 
framed by dark hair appears 
on posters, magazine covers 
and greeting cards, one call- 
ing her “the symbol of Pales- 
tine." She is seen in one 
drawing with a Kalashnikov 
assault rifle and a Palestinian 
flag. 


Ms. Waheedi was born into 
a wealthy, politically active 
family, llie roots of her own 
actirism can be traced to age 
seven, when she watch^ 
Israeli :soldieis. raid her femOy 
home and arrest her father, 
Mohammad. He subsequent- 
ty served two years in prison 
ror membership in tiie then- 
illegal Fateh ^up. 

“This left a big scar on 
Abeer,” her mo^er, Mai- 
soun. 

At age nine, Abeer began 
taking part in anti-IsraeU pro- 
tests and in her early teens, 
rile joined a ^oup that cared ' 
for the femiiies of political 
prisoners. 

In 1987, she eimilled in 
dvil engineering classes at 
the West Bank's Bir Zeit 
University. But with the out- 
break of the popular revolt 


against occup^'on that year, 
there was little time for 
studying. “She became active 
in die uprising and witnessed 
how classmates were killed in 
demoDstrations,'* Mrs, 
Waheedi said. 

, By 1$>91, with two brief 
stints in Israeli jails under her 
beh. hfe. Waheedi had be- 
come a member of a Fateh 
underground cell. 

Seven months after settler 
Zvi Klein was killed, she was 
l»ck in jail — though her 
lawyer insisted she bad no 
idea at the time an ambush 
was being planned. 

Two years after her arrest, 
Ms. W^eedi was sentenced 
to 17 3 «ais for membership in 
the cell. Her femily also was 
punished when army bulldoz- 
ers flattened their three-, 
bedroom home, quickly re- 


built with donations from 
friends and the PLO. 

Ms. Wabeedi says she has 
found life tolerable during 
her three years in prison. 

There is time to study for 
her dril en^neering d^ee, 
and she has kept busy by 
learning Hebrew, which she 
can read fluently. Six women 
share her cell, and the com- 
panionship helps her morale. 

But the years in- prison 
have done little to soften her 
feelings for the Israelis, 
though she said she would be 
able to live with them in 
peace — if there was mutual 
respect. 

“How do you thinlc I feel 
about the I^elis? How do 
you want me to feel? Israel is 
still my jailer and I am it's 
prisoner.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sudan wants to restore ties with Kuwait 

k-haRTOUM (AFP) — Sudan has welconurd a 
suggesrion to restore tie 'jj'*' 

Sided with Iraq m the Gulf war of L . 

official spokesman. Information ' .t ynni 

sSSarat. was quoted Sunday in the Akhbar Al ^wn. 

diplomatic tics confined to charge d’affaires level ever since 
the Gulf crisis. 

Three pharmacists shot dead for insulting mother 

MIN\'A (AFP) — A Muslim shot dead hi.s three Oirisiiun 

^"mJSv1« wfrom he accused of hoT^l" 

said Sunday. The shooting happened at the Hap fend in 
Minva southern Egvpt, when Montaz Daknin Mohammad 
SedTrl.^™ anci one -oman pharma.^.^ 

sittina in the restaurant. He told prosecutors he heard them 
^nsuUing his mother" and decided to take revenge Polire 
said the incident was so far not linked to the unrest which 
has shaken the area 250 kilometres south 
which Coptic Christians have been largened by Muslim 

militants. 

Palestinian tent camp’s first baby dies 

EGYPT-LIBYA BORDER (AFP) — The first baby to be 
born in a tent camp for 1,000 Palestinians stranded in a 
no-man's land died several hours after his birth, residents 
said. Ferial Mohammad Gaber. 52. gave binh Fnday in 
difficult conditions with the help of a doctor in the camp 
who lacked the proper equipment. She named the child 
Hudud iborder). residents said Saturday. .A Libyan ambu- 
lance was alerted several hours later to take the infant fe a 
hospital in Tubruq. about 120 kilometres from the terdcr 
but he died before arriving. The baby was buned in 
Tubruq. Conditions in the tent camp arc detenorating, 
according to the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) which has reported 67 cases of diarrhoea among 
children. Another Palestinian who was taken off a ship 
stranded off the coast of Cvprus gave birth to a baby g‘rl ^ 
Thursday. Another pregnant woman from among 660 
Palestinians on the Countess M has been admitted to 
hospital in Lamaca. 

Ethiopia’s ambassador in Yemen asks for asylum 

SANAA (AFP) — Ethiopia's ambissador to Yemen. 
Yousef Hamed Nasser, announced on Saturday that he had 
asked the government here for political asylum. Mr. 
Nasser, his country's ambassador in Sanaa since 1992. said 
he had taken his decision after being ask^ to return to 
Addis Ababa without being informed of his replacement. 
He told AFP he wanted to “prot«t against the recent 
actions of the Ethiopian foreign ministry. Senior officials 
from the nanistry. "who arrived recently in Sanaa, sear- 
ched all over the embassy and confiscated all the cheques 
there as well as my personal effects," hf said. The official 
■ Yemen news agency SABA said several of Mr. Nasser s 
' predecessors in Sanaa had a.sked for asjrlum but did not say 
whether the authorities would grant his request. The two 
countries have good relations. 

Turkish civil servants rally for union-rights 

ANK.ARA (AFP) — Around 20,000 dvil servants demons- 
trated for improvements of trade union rights and pay rises 
during a dty centre protest here Saturday, the news agency 
Anatolia reported. City traffic was snarled for three houi> 
as demonstrators chanted slogans calling for the right to 
strike and rights to arrange collective labour agreements 
currently forbidden to dvil service trade unions under the 
Turkish constitution. The rally comes as Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller attempts to calm the political crisis in Turkey. 
Her right-wing True Path Party (DYP) and the Republican 
Peoples’ Party (CHP) of Deniz Baykal said Friday they had 
reached an agreement on the basic prindples for a coalition 
pact. The announcement came after a meeting of a 
sub-committee set up Thursday to form a new coalition. 
Turkey's government has been embroiled in crisis since Ms. 
Ciller's government was toppled by a no-confidence vote in 
parliament last Sunday. The crisis dates back to Sept. 20, 
when Ms. Gller resigned after a coalition with Mr. 
Baykal's left-leaning CHP collapsed and she was forced to 
opt for a minority government. 

Turkish newspaper wars enter new stage 

ISTANBUL (AP) — A sales war between Turkey’s 
newspapers heated up Saturday as copies of the best-selling 
daily were confiscated by a court order. Copies of Aksam, 
which has a drculation of about .900,000, were confiscated 
after Aydin Dogan. the owner of the Hurriyet and Milliyet 
dailies, went to court claiming two editorials in Aksam had 
insulted him. However, because the confiscation order 
came at the end of the day, the sales and distribution of the 
newspaper were not effected. Sunday's editions of Aksam 
rame out as usual. In a bitter promotion war, Tur kis h 
.dailies have been offering refrigerators, tape recorders, 
bic^Ies and other goods to lure customers into purchasing 
their newspapers. Aksam has pledged to give out television 
sets as part of its promotion campaign. Milliyet has claimed 
that Aksam will not be able to fulfill that pledge. In 
rwpqnse. Aksam editorials have attacked Mr. Dogan, 
alleging he has received low-interest loans from govern- 
mem banks in return for loyalty. Newspapers are usually 
charge of "separatist propagan- 
da. Saturday srourt order was the first lime in the recent 
past that a confiscation was ba^d on a personal claim. 
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PROGRAMME TWO 
• 14:00 . . 

Shelley Duvall's Bedtime Slones 

14:30 Hey Day 

,,,, Nature WoH*1 of Mitsuaki 

I Love Luey 

Tarazan 

17:M 

Children's proeramme — Cocotte 
MinuK 

17:3I ... Scric— Maria Vandamme 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 Magazine — Nimbus 

19 *J 0 News Headlines 

l9dS McHalc’s Navy 

19:35 : Wilier 

20:00 Women Eat Last 

20:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:10 Taurus Ri&^' 

News in English 

22:25 

Doc. — Once Upon A TimefFifly 
Years For Peace 
23:59 American Chart Show 

PRAYERraMES 

04:22 Fair 

05.-40 fSunrisci Duaa 

1 1:20 Dhuhr 

14:30 'Asr 

17:00 Maghreb 

18:i7 'kha 

CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of N a z ai wt h Cliwdi 


. Swcifidi. tcl. 810740 
AssoabBcs oT God Chnrdi, Td. 
6327SS. 

St Joseph Charch Tcl. 624590. 
Cbortb of the Annwadaiiaa Tcl. 
637440. 

Dc h SaOe Chwrch Tcl. 661757 
Temssnela Charcb Tel: 622366 
Cbnrdi of ibe Aiianiidatk)ii Td. 
623S41. 

Andean Cburdi Tel. 

Armenian CatboBc Chw^ Tcl. 
771331. 

Armenfawi Orthodox Chordi Tcl. 
775261. 

SL EphniB Church Td. 771751. 
Annul Intcrnatfonal F*i«”"ri i Tci 
652526. 

EirsngeBrsI Latberan Church Tel: 
824328. 

GenuMpeaUng EnngeBcal Con- 

g i Tf**"" Tcl. 845457 

The UOtr^ Satab Tci. 654932 

Church oT Nazareoe Td.67S69l. 

The EvangeBeal Local Ch«rdi in 

AnunaB 

Td. 81 1295 

WITHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of McleoroiosV. 

Rdalive cod weather conditions 
will prevail with clouds Uipcaring 
ai knv aliioidcs and winds nonb- 
wcstcriy Tight to modcraic. In 
Aqaba:, winds will be narthcriy 
moderate and seas cahn. 



' MiniMax. icmp. 
Amman 


11/22 


Aqaba 18/29 

Desens 10 / 24 

Jordo” Valley 17/30 

Yesterday's high icmperaiurcs; 
Amman 23, Aqaba 30 Humidity 
readings: Amman 30 per eent. 
Aqaba 37 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hisham Kan'an 649028 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 649028 

Dr. Usamah Husscini 847289 

Dr. Issam Al Asmar 890S04 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Feidowa pharmacy 77^36 

AI Asema pharm^ 6370S5 

Naiieukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660. 

Nairoujh pharmacy 62^72 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Hilu .... 279773 
Alquds pharmacy I—) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Waiid Halasch 9S2799 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637(11 

Gvil Defence Department 66]] II 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63Q34I 

Civil Defence Emergency ...... 199 

RcseiicPolicc 192.621111.637777 

Rrc Brigade 6I7I01 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Oqanowat 630321 

Hold Complaims 6O58H0 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directed' asshunce) 121 

Overseas C^ls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdahTdcr^ionc Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 j 

Water Autbori^ 6R0100 

Jordan Elcciridtv Authority 
« . „ <*>5615 

Eicctnc Ewer 


’ Company 636381 

R1 Right Infornution .... 08-53200 
Quocn Alta IM). Airport 08-532110 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/^ 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Afcilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

643441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisam ......... 6071771 

Shmeisani Hospiiai ....669I3I 

Universiry Hospital 845^5 

ALMuasber Hospital ..... 667327/9 
The Isla^, Abuii ...... 666127OT 

AhAhli. Abdaii 664164m 

lialian. Al-Muhajrecn ... 777(01/3 
AI-Basbir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Amy. Marka S9I6II/1S 

Oiwen Aha Hospital .... 6023W50 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 

The Arab Center for Hesn and 

Spcdal Surgerv ,.865(99 

ZARQA: 

Z^irqa Covt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09(900560 

Ibn Sirta Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hfluna Modem Hospla] (09)990990 
IrUd 

Princess Basru Hospital - (03)273555 

Greek CaibeficHmpital IQ21PH7S 


Ibn Al Nafus Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Priaccs Haya Hosphai (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Tba ia/oniatha is sumikd by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Oweea Alia la- 
tcntadonal Airport Tcl. (08)S32m- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

nights 

(Tarmlnal 1) 

man Sanaa (RJ) 

08d10 Damascus (RJ) 

ObSO Jeddah (RJ) 

09;M New Delhi (RJ) 

09:10 E>ubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09-J0 Beirut (RJ) 

16:15 Cairo (RJ) 

18:10 ....... CasaUanca,Tt 0 is(RJ) 

22^ Bangkok. JakartajRJ) 

22M New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

09:50 Khanpum(SD) 


'12:40.... Muscat, Ahu Dhabi (GF) 

13:30 Kicv|6U) 

18:45 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

19:30 C::airo(MS) 

21:50 London (BA) 

01:25 Amstcrdam(KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

Beirut (RJ I 

m !2 • Aqaha(RJj 

tun ... Amsterdam, Oiicago (RJ) 

Cairo(RJ) 

fr" ..London(Rj) 

Frankfun (RJ) 

•••••• Damascus(fU) 

Bahram.DohaiRj) 

,i;2 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

ili! Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Damascus (Rj ) 

Other Flights fTerminal 2 ) , 

J5i£ London (KJ) 

Si? R*?m«(.AZ) 

Nhnnoum (SDl 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muwt (GF) 

!£5 

£!S DainMc».LoDdon(BA) 

Amacniam(KL) 

HiJAz Railway 
train 

every Monday 


m Drebsecos 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Dhdmcbs 

7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. .Simian 

5:00 p m. every Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 


frflpcr.ibn-cr price in fih per kg. 

Apple 7(XV5IW 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) 62U 

Chbbage 220 / ISO 

Carrot 43(V.)Sn 

Cauliflower 3.KV^ 

Cucumbers (large) 200/ ISO 

Cucumbers (small) 360 / 2Wl 

Egfmtani 240/ Im> 

Gariie 7S0/60U 

Grapes 60IY5U0 

Gra^ Frail 24tV|.S|) 

Lemon 24(Vi(i() 

Marrow (large) I.*HV ion 

Marrow (small) 250 / 171) 

Olives (green) 4O(V300 

Onion (dry) 250/ 150 

Orange a 50ti4(l0 

Pepper(hot) 200/150 

Pepper (sweet) 23(Viso 

Pomegranaie .'leOC.'iO 

Potato 341V 250 

Spinach 24lVI.‘iO' 

String Beans 780 / 600 

Tangerine 260/lSo 

Tomato I iu/70 
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Home News 


U.N. bodies prepare to 
mark 50th anniversary 


Jordan Times, Monday, October 23, 1995 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbesday, 
October 24, madcs the 50di 
anniveisary of the fouodar 
tim of United Nations. 

In commemoratioa of titte 
historic date, the U^. Gen- 
eral Assembly has pro- 
claimed the following week 
as World Peace Week in 
honour of the woiid bo^*$ 
50 years of international 
service. 

In Jordan two of the 
U.N.’s most active bodies 
in die region, the Economic 
and Social CommissioD for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) 
and the United Nations 
Development Progr a mme 
(UNDP), will host a com- 
memorative reception at 
the Philadelphia Hotel 
under the paliona^ of His 
Royal ICghness Crown 
Prince Hass an. 

Prince fkissan, who has 
said that the occasion of the 
anniversazy should jHOvide 


an opporomty to *1ook at 
the 50th 3^ear as a year in 
which we will pull together 
. . . and addr^ issues of 
ethics of human solidarity, 
global issues, forces of 
change, violence, vulnera- 
ble groups, and man-made 
disasters,” will be address- 
ing the reception. 

Following his statements, 
be will also two 

U>T. exhilnts lanncbed in 
San Irandsco last sammeL 

Statements will also be 
delivered by ESCWA Exec- 
utive Secretary Ibzem 
Beblawi and UN. Resident 
Coordinator J0i;^ Lissner. 

The recqition will also 
hononr the fasoilies of Jor- 
danian soldiers killed in 
action daring UN. peace- 
keeping missions. 

Neither the number of 
soldiezs killed nor diat of 
Jmdanian soldiers cmxently 
serving in peace Ireeping 
missions were availaUe. 


Belgian minister to head 
team to MENA summit 


AMMAN (Petra)— Bd- 

ginm will paitidpato in the 
Middle and North 

A&ica (MENA) eccmomic 
su mmi t in Ammnn 'with a 
delegation rejffesenting the 
country’s public and pri- 
vate sectors and led by the 
Minister of Finance and 
IntematicMial Tr^, accord- 
ingto Belgian Ambassador 
to Jordan Giddo Courtois . 

The Belgian delegation 
will focus proposals in. 
construction, industry, rail- 
way; bzi<^e, seaport and 
road projects as well as 
cement potash projects, 
the ambass^QT said Sun- 
day . 

After the tiiree-day con- 
ference, Belgium wfll send 
25 busines^isons to con- 
duct a study of the legioa 
and thO'.ir<;i^o^pects. - for . 
investments m the projects 
discussed at the conference 
sessions. Ml Coortois said. 

Also 00 Sunday a delega- 
tion of private sector com- 
panies in Canada met 
Hamdl Tabbaa, Chairman 
of the Jordanian Business- 


men’s Association (JBA) to 
disenss the investment cli- 
mate in the IQngdom. 

Addressing the meeting, 
held at the Forte Grand 
Hotel, Ml Ihbbaa niged 
the Canadian business 
cammunity to invest in the 
country or to enter into 
partnershi p in the King- 
dom’s development 
schemes. 

Notmg that Jordan and 
Canada established a j<wt 
business council in 1993 to 
promote bilateral trade and 
encourage investments in 
the Kingdom, Mr. Tabbaa 
said that Canada’s partici- 
pation in the MENA con- 
ference would . fonber 
emphasise the two sides’ 
intentions towards mutual 
cooperation :' • — 

ranaitian Ambassador to 
Jordan Michel de Salabeny 
and JBA members as well 
as Ntinistiy of lodustiy and 
Trade Secretaiy General 
Motunmad Smadi attended 
the meeting. 


ILO prepares programme 
for Mideast in labour field 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
International Labour 
Ozganuation CQ^) is 
]»iqpariDg a special pro- 
gramme for coopmtion in 
labonr-related anaiis with 
the coontries of the Middle 
East in the coming years, 
acemding to visiting ILO 
official Evon Shotard . 

Speaking at a meeting 
wifo Acting I^ime Munster 
Ab(hil Raonf Rawabdeh 
Mr. Shotard said he expos- 
ed Aat the legioo will wit- 
ness gr^ strides in socio- 
economic develppment in 
toe near fotore. He added 
that it was inq)ortant for 
, countries of this region to 
's^ up dieir coon&iation 
and cooperation witii the 
European Union in order to 
achieve their develt^uneot 


Ml Shotard, who is chair- 
man of the ILO’s laboor 
office, said France has 


already announced its wflll- 
ingnes to increase its activ- 
ities towards promoting 
develppment in the region . 

Ml Shotard, who azxived 
in Amman Saturday as part 
of a tonr of the Middle East 
to examine laboor-relaied 
issues, said his office and 
Jordan maintainflH Strong 
ties. 

At the meeting, which 
was attended by Mfaiister of 
L^ur Nader Abnl Sha’ar, 
Mr. Rawabdeh reviewed 
with Mr. Shotard matters 
pertaining to wokets in 
Jor^ stressing that peace, 
security and stability are 
closely ccxmected widi tiie 
efforts to end poverty and 
hungoL 

He added that Jcxdan was 
looking to the European 
Union for help to rid the 
conntiy of its debt burden 
and to back the Kingdom’s 
iDvestment endeavonzs. 


|kri> 
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I FILM 

I * 'Xes Nuits de la Fleine Lune,” at the French Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 pjXL 

* “The (jzeat Issue,” (in Arabic) at tiie Phoenix Gallery, at 
,1 1 730 pjn. 

;| j 
^1 

r LECTURE 

|i I * TJizun El Jiznal Through the Ages,” ^ Arabic) by Adbul 

‘I Qadir Ifosan, at the Friends of Archaettegy Centre, at 530 

.1 pjxt 

!i EXHIBITIONS 

i’ii 

i' 

|| Tamtings by Iraqi artists Nazem Hamed at OrfeE 
,1 Gallery. 

|| "Faintings by Ira^ artist Sal^ JtimaiT at Ab'ad Gallery. 

i' ^Paintings by Janet N^nn-Brown at Alia Art Gallery, 

'1 Circle. 


‘Working group on refugees looks for 
formula acceptable to all parties’ 


AMMAN (J-T.)— Headof 
the Wbiidog Gro^ on 
Refugees of toe multilateral 
phase of the Mddle East 
peace process Andrew 
Robinson Sunday met with 
Acting Prime Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh 
and said the group was tty- 
ing to find a co mmo n 
ground feff a fvamuia for 
seolement of toe refogee 
problem acceptable to all 
parties. Ml Robinson, was 
C^anada’s ambassador to 
Jmdan nnrii big tenure 
ended this sommer, said his 
visit to Jordan is meant to 
pnzsi» the goal of the 
woridng group. 

He saM toe ^up is 
enconzaging tiie Pales^an 
peoiEe and the to 

cooperate in order to find a 
solution to die refugee issne 
and help the two sides to 
co-exist. 

Mr. Rawabdeh reviewed 
wito Mr Robinson the 
work earned out so far by 
the groDp and ontlined Jor- 
dan’s continued assistance 
to the Palestinian refugees. 

He reaffirmed Jndan’s 
demand that toe world 
commanity help to secure 
the inalienable ri^its of (be 
lefogees to their homeland 
or to conqiensaticm for toe 
loss of their property. 



Apart from the Palestine 
refugee issue, toe wMkiag 
group is also woridng on 
lefogee-related issues such 
as fanuly re-unification, 
training and job creation, 
public health, child weU^ 
and social and economic 
infrastrnctnie. 

Mr Robinson Monday 
will participate in a plaque- 
unveiling ceremony to 
mark the coiqiletioo of a 
mother and child health 
centre in toe Zarqa area. 

The $504 000 centre will 
reduce toe inddeoce of 
death and disease in a high- 
risk group by providing 
accessible health services 


Trial of militant accused of slander to start today 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to Ae Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The trial of a 
Mnslim Tnilltant rharg^ 
with slander against His 
Majesty King Hussein will 
open today at the State 
Security CoDit, accoid^g 
to court officials 
Atta Abu Rishteh, 53, 
spokesman for the illegal 
Hezb A1 Thhrir (Liberation 
Party), was detained on 
Oct 15 by authorities in his 
office in Roseifeh, nine 
days after be was inter- 
viewed tty dii' Arabic we^- 
ly A1 Hiwar in wfaidi he 
^egedly slaodeied the' 
King. 

Slander against toe Royal 
family is a violation of the 
law and is punishable by up 
to toree years’ mqHism- 
ment 

Accorffing to toe State 
Prosecutor General’s 
charge sheet, Mr. Abu 


Rishteh, who is an engineer 
and hails from the village 
called Raana near Hebron, 
made, several remarks slan- 
dering the King. 

One of the remarks sai± 
’What to say to a ruler, offi- 
dal, groins or individuals 
who see in toe U.S, Britain, 
Russia, France and tiie rest 
of toe infidel colonial coun- 
tries dieir own Gods? Hiis 
is treason. It is a betrayal of 
God, fads Pc^et and the 
faithful.” 

The charge sheet said that 
toe su^ct confessed to 
slandering the King 'wiben 
questioned by tire authoii; 
ties ' "Hie iCiiig and Eis * 
xegiine in Jordan are unjust 
and comipt because they do 
not rule in accordance with 
(jod’s teadiings,” the 
charge sheet quoted him as 
saying. 

**My view of King Hns- 
sein is always toe same. As 
long be does not abide by 


God’s teaching, he is 
unjust and corrupt.” 

According to the Prosecu- 
tor Genera] toe evidence to 
be used against Ml Abu 
Rishteh includes his own 
testimony and the issue of 
A1 Hiwar newspaper in 
which the interview 
appeared. Also the prose- 
cutor wffi call AbduUab 
Mohammad Bani Issa, edi- 
tor of al Hiwar newsp^r, 
to testify. 

Al Hiwar is a new tabloid 
weekly based in Izbid. 
issue in wfadeb the interview 
appeared was only its 
fourth. 

Ml Aba Rishteh was fre- 
qaently arrested over the past 
10 years for militant activities 
and affitiation with Hezb Al 
Tahtir, which is an outlawed 
fundamentalist group that does 
not recognise any existing 
Arab or Muslim regime. It 
calls for establishing a 
caliphate style Islamic state. 


Professionals differ on 
expectations of MENA 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to die Jordan Times 

Amman — Jor danians fmm 
different professions agree 
that the Middle East and 
N(^ Africa (M^A) eco- 
nomic sinninit will bring in 
intemational investment to 
toe tourism sectOT of the 
Kin gd om, but some are 
sceptical of prospects of a 
s imilar flow of fimds tO 
other sectors that would 
hek) address onen^ltty- 
ment in the conntiy. 

Most of those interviewed 
by ^ Jradan Hmes said 
the mere fact that Jordan 
was hosting the summit 
was a reflection of tiie 
IQogdom’s commitmeot to 
peace, but that did not nec- 
essarily mean an antomatic 
opeamg for investment that 
would solve the conntiy’s 
economic {voUems. 

Scqztics argue tiiat Jordan 
has neithw the cheap labour 
of Egypt nor the high tech- 
nology and expertise avail- 
able in IsraeL 

They contend countries 
like Israel would end op 
obtaining the lion^s share (ff 
investments tfanxigb the 
MENA sanumt by present- 
ing more rewfuriiQg invest- 
meot opportunities. 

^Investors who seek fast 
profits will be tempted to 
invest in Egypt, with cheap 
labooi; (M* Israel* which hu 
fajghly advanced technolo- 
gy and infrastructure, ” said 
Jamal Jadeed; a physician. 

Some see the summit as a 
political statement that is 
meant to enqtbasise Jor- 
dan’s new role in toe region 
and project Israel as a Mid- 
dle East partner. 


'The summit symbolises 
political prestige for Jor- 
dan, but it cannot be an 
economic event tfaiat brings 
benefits,” said Ihriq Abu 
Sharer, an engineen 

Tt (the summit) is the 
first Step in opeo^ Arab 
markets to Israeli goods,” 
said hotel enqtioyee Mervat 
Abu Rous. 

Others see the summit, 
doe to open oa Oct 29, as 
another leminder of the 
unfulfilled promises of eco- 
nomic prosperity that fol- 
lowed the aigmng of toe 
Joidanian-lsnteli peace 
treaty on Ocl 26, 1994. 

“A year ago we Jordani- 
ans were promised eco- 
nomic prosperity, but noth- 
ing has inqzroved, and it is 
urSikely fhar something 
tan g ihift w31 c<»ne' out of 
this sammit, ” said Alia 
Nusur, a dentist . 

Other Jordanians were 
more (^rtiznistic. They said 
thar the summit will, in the 
Iraig nut, contribute to 
imfuoving the economy. 

*Tor a long period of 
timfe, as a result of the 
legion’s inst^ility» invest- 
ing in Jeudan was a high 
risk,” said Rami Tubeil^ 
an administrative assistant 
at a private con^any. 

Now Ml Tubeileh 
believes, toe summit is Jor- 
dan’s opportunity to prove 
toat toe country can offer a 
attractive environment fm* 
investmenL 

‘This is Jordan's chance 
to project a good image to 
international investors,” 
s^ retired civil servant 
Issam Daghestfuii. 

‘Economic rewards will 
reach die per^le because 


government revenues from 
businesses will increase 
and therefore the income of 
the different groups of toe 
society will also go up,” 
saidh^. DagfaestanL 

Samir Issam, a salesper- 
son at an Amman hotel, 
noted that the tourism sec- 
tor has boomed since the 
peace treaty was signed, 
and said he was certain toat 
the ecoQomy would pidt up 
soon. 

"Leading businessmen 
are pun^iing money into 
the tonrism sector, they 
must know what they are 
doing,” be said, allutong to 
growing confidence in the 
business community. 

But others do not see toe 
tourism sector as being 
citable of solving toe prol> 
lem of nnenqiloyment, esti- 
mated at between 18 and 20 
percent 

Tburism is a service, not 
an industry, wito a solid 
ouqKit to the economy and 
higb^ emplo^ent oppor- 
tunities,” said Mr. Abu 
Sbarar. 

Last month Minister of 
Ibuiism Abdul Dab Khatib 
had said that diere has been 
increased investment in 
hotels and ^roval has 
been obtained for the con- 
stiucticm of new hotels wito 
an accommodation edacity 
equd to 50 per cent of toat 
of the existing hotels. 

‘The government rev- 
enues will increase, which 
might raise our salaries, but 
it will be acconqianied with 
an increase in prices,” said 
Yaseen Khleifat, a govern- 
ment employee. ■ 


Defendants expelled from courtroom 
during trial of sabotage case 


Acting Prime Mbuster Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh meets 
wifli bead of the multilateral working group on 
refiigees Andrew Robinson (Pcira photo) 


to some 15,000 motoers and 
pre -school children, 
according to a statement by 
the Canadian embassy here. 

The centre is one of sev- 
eral projects announced 
during a plenary meeting of 
toe woi^g group in May 
1994. It forms pan of nearly 
$20 million worth of pro- 
jects in Jordan fended by 
international donor nations. 

The centre, administered 
by the Ucuted Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) is part of the 
first phase of the agency's 
Peace Implementation Pro- 
gramme (PIP). 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Thirteen peo- 
ple accused of sabotage 
Sunday refesed, for the sec- 
ond time, to appoint 
lawyers to defend them at 
the State Security Court 
forcing the coun to adjourn 
the case indefinitely. 

Presiding Judge Hafiz 
Amin said that since some 
of toe defendants refused to 
appoint lawyers, the court 
contact toe Jordanian 
Bar Association (JBA) to 
assign defence attoroeys for 
toe defendants. 

“Since some of toe defen- 
dants say they do not 
believe in tito atheist 
approach of attorneys, toe 
court will wait for a JBA 
response before proceeding 
wito any court sessions,” 
Judge Amin told toe coiin- 
room. 

The defence attorneys 
present tried unsuccessfully 


for two hours to convince 
toe defendants toat they 
i^d to appoint lawyers to 
defend them. The defen- 
dants continued to refuse, 
saying that they do not 
believe in toe justice sys- 
tem and that they will 
deferxi ibemselves or “God 
will defend and decide their 
fete.” 

When Judge Amin finally 
decided to begin toe ses- 
sion, toe 13 defendants 
marched into toe counroom 
chanting “we are Ansar 
Allah" (meaning “Support- 
ers of God”) and “God is 
our ruler.” 

Suddenly the defendants 
knelt down and started to 
pray in the newly-built cage 
constructed to contain the 
defendants. Ibe court was 
forced into a five-minute 
pause. 

When the session 
resumed, Saleh Armouti, 
one of toe court appointed 
lawyers representing three 


of the defendants began 
telling the court toat toe 
defeadoDts were refesing 
their right to an attorney. 
He was intemipied by one 
of the defendants. Judge 
Amin had the defendant 
expelled from toe court- 
room. 

The other 12 defeudonts 
started to shout objections 
saying they would not 
allow the court to expel 
their friend. Judge Amin 
then expelled all toe 
remaining 12 defendants. 

The resumed long 
enough for Judge Amin to 
listen to toe other defence 
attorney who said that his 
clients also refused to be 
represented. The court was 
toen adjourned. 

The charge sheet against 
toe 13 defendants includes 
slander against His Majesty 
King Hussein and illegal 
possession and manufactur- 
ing of explosive materials. 


Germany to provide JD 3m in aid 
to customs, lands departments 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ger- 
many and Jor(^ Sunday 
sigD^ two memonuuki 
granting toe Kingdom a 
total of nearly JD 3 million 
in technical aid for two dif- 
ferent jxojects being imple- 
mented by the Customs and 
Lands and Survey depart- 
ments . 

According to one memo- 
randum Germany will pro- 
vide JD 13 million in train- 
ing (plus required equip- 
ment) to Customs Depart- 
ment personnel in Jcxdan 
and in Germany. The train- 
ing wil^ be. geared towards 
abrading and modernising 
toe department’s systems . 

The project of ' mod- 
ernising toe department is. 
being undertaken by toe 
Mmistry of Finance C?us- 


toms Department and toe 
(jerman .Agency for Tech- 
nical Cooperation (GTZ). 

The second memorandum 
provides for JD 1.5 million 
worth of German technical 
assistance to help the Lands 
and Survey Department 
computerise and upgrade 
its woric. 

The technical assistance 
comes in toe form of con- 
sultancy servivees, reor- 
ganising toe department's 
system and providing 
equipment, vehicles and 
training to Jordanian per- 
sonnel in addition to the 
computerisation process. 

German Embassy Coun- 
sellor Michael Bock told 
toe Jordan Tunes toat the 
two sides have already 
started on these projects 


and toe signing of toe mem- 
oranda was needed as a for- 
mal step for toe release of 
all toe fends required for 
the work. 

He said Germany and Jor- 
dan agreed on these two 
schemes during their bian- 
nual meetings alternately 
held in both countries to 
review progress of projects 
and to discuss Jordan’s new 
requests for financial and 
technical assistance needed 
for development schemes . 

The memoranda were 
signed by Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf and Ger- 
man Ambassador to Jonkm 
Heinrich Reiners. 



THE CHANEL INIEFOMTIONAL MAKEUP ARTIST 
WILL BE PLEASED TO PRESENT TO YOU THE NEW 

AUTUMN MAKEUP CREATION 1995 

AN INRNITE VARIETY OF MAKEUP EJECTS DEDICATED TO ALL WOMEN 
MAT. GLOSS. IRRIDESCENT AND SATIN ; 

AVAILABLE IN RED. PIMt AIE} NATURAL SHADES 
OR IN PURPLE, A HIGH FASHION SHADE IN A UMTTED EDITION 
AT: 

ABU SHAKRA STORES 

.WASH TAL STREET 

. TEL. 696602 
ON OCTOBER 23 RD 

• HOUSING BANK 

TEL. 606130 
ON OCTOBER 24 TH 

• SHMEISANI 

TE. 697100 
ON OCTOBER 25 TH 

- BAYADER 

TEL 818173 
ON OCTOBER 26 TH 

WE RECOMhEND VOU BOOK AN APPOMTICNT 
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Lanka tightens 
fombo security 
Tamii attack 



Residents flee their homes located near the On^odawatta crude ofl complex and the nearby Kolonnawa oil tank 
farm that were blown up by suspected Tamil Tiger guerillas in Coiombo Friday (AFP photo) 


Indebted duke's col- 
lection brings In $55 



COLOMBO (AFP) — The 
Sri Lankac government has 
tightened security in the 
capital amid heavy criti- 
cism for its failure to thwart 
a spectacular Tamil guerril- 
la rocket attack on key 
reserves in Colombo, offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

Security has been tight- 
ened at tile main mtema- 
tional airport, railway sta- 
tion and other “sensitive” 
facilities here following 
Friday’s attack by the rebel 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), military 
officials said. 

‘The situation is under 
control. We have also tight- 
ened security at sensitive 
installations. Prom now on 
there will be frequent 
search operations in 
Colombo.” a military 
spokesman said. 

LTTE guerrillas blew up 
the Kolonnawa oil reservoir 
and the nearby 
Orugodawatte crude oil 


eats and wife of leading 
Chinese dissident Chen 
Zimicg staged a protest in a 
Eeijing park Sunday to 
demand his release on med- 
ical paroie. 

“They nave not allowed 
me to hold a march.” Wu 
Vongfen told reporters as 
she held a picture of her 
son, with her husband sit- 
ting nearby. “So we are 
bolding a protest in a park. 
This is all we can do. I will 
use different methods to 
save my son.” 

Some reporters were 
questioned by plainclothes 
police at the scene. The 
Beijing office of the U.S. 
television channel Cable 
News Netwodr (CNN) said 
it had lost touch for two 
hours with its cameraman 
Fan Weo-CbuQ, a U.S. citi- 
zen, who had been filmuig 
the protest, and did not 
know his wbereabmits. 

Chen’s wife Wang 
Zhihong said all family 
members remmed home 
without incident after 2-1/2 
hours. 

Chen, branded as a “black 
hand” behind the 1989 stu- 
dent-led pro-democracy 
movement that was crushed 
by the military, is serving a 
13-yeor jail sentence for 
“counterKevolutiooary”, oc 
subversive activities. 


ROME (AFP) — Italian 
f^me Minister Lamberto 
Dini's government is in 
for a rough ride this week 
as it faces a oo-coofldeoce 
motioD whose outcome 
hangs by a thread on inde- 
cisive communist 
d^uties. 

For the first time since 
taking office in January, 
the Dini government is in 
real danger, although most 
political observers believe 
he will pul] through. 

On Monday, the speaker 
of the lower bouse of par- 
iiament, Irene Pivetti, will 
decide when the censure 


complex, causing huge 
fires and leaving at least 22 
securi^ personnel and four 
LTTE cadres dead. 

The fire at Kolonnawa 
was brought under control 
with help from Indian fire- 
fighters but the crude oil 
complex still burned out of 
control Sunday afternoon, 
officials said. 

A night curfew that was 
imposed in the capital was 
lif^ at dawn Sunday after 
a day of sporadic gun-bat- 
tles between troops and 
suspected LTTE militan ts 
holed up here, police said. 

Police Inspected (jeneral 
W. B. Rajaguru said that 
residents need not fear 
since all LTTE cadres, who 
carried out the attack “were 
either arrested or killed.” 

At least two Tamil civil- 
ians were lynched by 
majority Sinhalese mobs 
amid rising ethnic tension 
caused by the LTTE 


He was remmed to jail 
June 25, a year after he was 
released on medical parole 
in a move seen as an attempt 
by Beijing to stop the U.S. 
(Zongress revokjng CHto's 
coveted • -most favoured 
oanon trading status. 

“1 do not know my son’s 
medical condition. They do 
not allow us to see him^ ” 
Wu said. ‘They have done a 
medical check on him but 
have not allowed ns to see 
it” 

“We did not need permis- 
sion to bold this protest” 
she said by tel^hone. “We 
are very worried about 
Chen. As a cancer patient 
be should be receiving spe- 
cial treatment and not in a 
prison where conditions are 
worse than normaL” 

Asked if the protest was 
linked to a visit by China’s 
President Jiang Tjsnm to 
New York to address the 
United Nations this week, 
Wang said that it was one of 
many protests the femily 
had held since Chen was 
retomed to jail. 

“These are to show that 
we. his family, are with him 
for ever and we will never 
be separated,” she said. “We 
cannot do nothing as his 
condition deteriorates. 
There is no direct link with 
Tiang’s visit” 

Earlier this month, Wu 


motion is to be debated. 
The motiem was tabled by 
the freedom grouping 
alliance of centre right and 
right wing parties beaded 
by fCHmer Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi. 

Parliamentary sources 
say Wednesday or 
Thursday are the most 
likely days. 

Dini, a former conserva- 
tive banker who cl aim*; to 
be apoliticaL has held a 
shaky majority in parlia- 
ment since he took over 
from Berlusconi in 
January. 

The outcome of the vote 


assault. The Tigers are 
fighting for a separate state 
in the northeast for minori- 
ty Tamils. 

Reridents in the capital 
stocked up on provisions in 
anticipation of more cur- 
fews while long queues 
formed outside filling sta- 
tions amid fears of fuel 
shortages caused by the 
attacks on the two oil 
depots. 

The LTTE strikes 
shocl^ the c^tal since 
police have constantly 
reviewed security measures 
here in the wake of previ- 
ous bomb attacks. 

Police have been almost 
daily carrying out inspec- 
tions on small hotels and 
hostels in the capital. 
Landlords have also been 
warned against renting out 
property to strangers with- 
out a proper check of their 
identities. 

Other security measures 
in place are additional road- 


applied to Beijing police for 
permission to hold a public 
demonstration last week to 
demand the release of Gien 
on medical grounds on the 
day U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce Ron Brown 
arrived in Beijing. The 
sqipUcatjon was refused. 

Chen has been treated for 
cancer and hepatitis B but 


on the censure motion is 
far from certain. Dini’s 
siq)porters in centre and 
left wing parties outnum- 
ber the centre right and 
right by six votes, but 
another 20 to 30 deputies 
are undecided. 

The result could dqpend 
on the stance adopted by 
deputies feom the 
extreme-left Marxist 
refounded Communist 
Party whe oppose the gov- 
ernment — on the grounds 
that budgetaiy reform is 
contrary to workers' inter- 
ests — but may be reluc- 
tant to cast their votes with 


blocks manned by troops, 
checks on vehicles for pos- 
sible LTTE car bombs and 
strict checks on passengers 
at the main Katunayake air- 
port and the main fort rail- 
way station here. 

However, newspapers 
Sunday lashed out at exist- 
ing security “loopholes.” 

The Island newspaper 


Wang has said be has not 
had access to drugs to con- 
trol symptoms resulting 
from chemotherapy treat- 
mem since be was put back 
in jail. 

“Our bank account has 
been ftozen illegally so it is 
difficult for me to buy bis 
expensive medicines,” 
Wang said. 


the freedom grouping. 

They are due to meet 
Monday to decide their 
stance. 

Newspapers, for their 
pact, disagree on the fig- 
ures. 

The pro-Berlusconi H 
Giomale said: “There is 
the requisite number to 
throw out Dini”, while 
L’lndependante, pro- 
Noitbem League, cites 
figures which favour the 
centre left. 

Financial markets have 
been jittery since the start 
of the political crisis 
Thursday and Friday, 


said that strategies adopted 
to defend vital installations 
were “woefully inade- 
quate” and demanded that 
whoever was in eba^e of 
security accept responsibil- 
ity for the disaster. 

“In most countries beads 
roll when such national dis- 
asters occur but here some 
of those responsible appear 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Salambek Khadzhi>’e%'. 
head of the pro-Moscow 
Chechen government of 
national rebirth. Sunday 
denied reports that be had 
resigned and insisted he had 
no plans to do so. ITAR- 
TASS news agency r^rt- 
ed. 

“The rumours about my 
resignation which have 
appeared in the metha do 
not correspond to reality, 
and I have not made any 
announcement to that 
effect," Khadzhiyev told 
ITAR-TASS. 

Moscow Echo Radio 
reported Saturday that 
Khadzhiyev had resigned to 
make way for another pro- 
Russian Chechen leaden 

The radio quoted 
Khadzhiyev as saying he 
intended to back as his suc- 
cessor Doku Zavgayev, ex- 
speaker of the former 
(Zhechen-Iagnshetia parlia- 
ment 

Khadzhiyev told ITAR- 
TASS that in A^ail he had 
proposed Zavgayev or for- 
mer Russian parliament 
speaker Ruslan 

Khasbulatov to head the 
Moscow-backed govern- 
ment in Chechnya. 

“I assumed thm Zavgayev 
or Khasbulatov, with their 
professionalism and experi- 
ence in dealing with people, 
could fiuther the process of 


when Justice Minister 
Rlippo Mancuso was dis- 
missed after the Senate 
voted to censure him for 
his repeated attacks on the 
“clean hands” anti-comip- 
tion judges. 

The Milan bourse closed 
the week down 2.4 per 
cent, wliile the lire was 
down at 1.14S/1.146 lires 
to the German mark 
agains t 1.128,77 the previ- 
ous day. 

Investors see the situa- 
tion as a “pie-electoral” 
one, and fear that the no- 
confidence motion may 
further delay approval of 


to go off their beads talking 
piffle and attempting to 
cover up the damage done,” 
The Island said. 

Whoever was responsible 
should not take refuge 
“under the pretext of the 
“element of surprise” 
which is the stock excuse 
for any debacle in these 
times,” the Eoglish-lan- 


rebuilding ihe republic," 
Khadzhi\*ev said. 

“If one of them responds, 
my offer remains effective,” 
he said. 

Moscow is desperate to 
find an alternative power in 
Chechenya to Dzhokhar 
Dudayev's independence 
fighteis. who have infiltrat- 
ed areas nominally con- 
troUed by Russian forces. 

Zavgayev has appeared 
over the past weeks to be 
gaining Kremlin support for 
a political solution to the 
conflict, as support has 
slipped away from 
Khadzhiyev and Umar 
Avturkbanov, leader of the 
pro-.Moscow Committee of 
National Reconciliation. 

Khadzhiyev said be had 
recently received offers to 
serve in the Russian govern- 
ment and the resignation 
nimours were linked to the 
fact that “Doku Zavgayev is 
considering returning to 
Chechenya.” 

However, be added that 
“so far Zavgayev has not 
agreed — evidently be is 
preparing himself for such a 
move.” 

Khadzhiyev said tiiat if 
Zavgayev retumed. “1 will 
be ^ad and help as much as 
I can,” ITAR-TASS report- 
ed. 

Khasbulatov meanwhile 
told Moscow Echo that an 
“alliance” would have to be 


the 1996 budget, which is 
due to come before parlia- 
ment before the year's 
end. Berlusconi has 
already promised that his 
party Forza Italia will vote 
it down. 

In addition. Justice 
Minister Filippo Mancuso 
is contesting his sacking. 

The Senate voted over- 
whelmingly to fire 
Mancuso, saying his snip- 
ing against magistrates 
investigating corruption 
by Italy’s political and 
economic leaders was 
incompatible with his 
work' as a government 


guage newspaper said. 

The Sunday Times said 
that “a handful of terrorists 
have turned the city and 
country upside down” 
despite warnings the LTTE 
would carry out reprisal 
anacks in Colombo for the 
current military offensive 
in rebel stronghold in the 
north. 


forged with the opposing 
sides in Chechenya to 
choose a figure “acceptable 
to all parties” if Khadzhiyev 

resigned. 

He deefioed to* name a 
possible candidate. 

Last month Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin offi- 
cially brought his sworn 
enemy in from the cold, 
saying “Ruslan 

Khasbulatov has a far from 
negligeable political poien- 
ti^ in Chechenya.” 

In October 1993 
Khasbulatov. a Chechen, 
was one of the leaders of the 
insurrection against Yeltsin 
that ended in bloodshed and 
a presidential order to tanks 
to open fire on the parlia- 
ment building. 

Khasbulatov said recently 
’that Nationalities Minister 
\^acheslav Mikhailov and 
Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov bad given him a 
free hand to use bis influ- 
ence in Chechenya. 

Talks aimed at ending the 
crisis in Chechenya were 
suspended Oct. 9 after 
Anatoly Romanov, tire com- 
mander-in-chief of the 
Russian forces in the repub- 
lic, was seriously injured in 
an assassination attempt 


minister. 

Mancuso left the justice 
ministry Friday saying his 
absence would be “physi- 
cal" only, and that he 
would take his case to the 
Constitutional Court, 
claiming that a parliamen- 
tary act of this nature 
against a minister is 
invalid and that a censure 
motion must be directed 
against the government as 
a whole. 

The Constitutional Court 
will decide on the issue 
Tuesday. 


million 

BADEN-BADHN. Germany 
j .VP) — The I3-d;iy auetiun of 
the 2.*i.lXlO objects of an accih 
mulaied by the Jukes of Baden 
ejmeJ more than expected and 
ihf arisiixralic family .should 
be able to cover mosi of its 
debts, officials said Samrdiy. 
The auction was the biggest of 
jis kind ever conducted by 
Soiheby’.'i and brought in 77.5 
million marks miilKm). 
said Christoph DouglM. 
Sotheby's chief f»^r uetmany. 
Margrave Max von Baden, 
iheir heir of the family thai has 
had biwiness reverses and big 
tax bilks, put the colleciiofl on 
the block hoping to raise about 
50 million marks tS35 mil- 
lion). The state of Baden- 
Wuerrtemberg paid 
lion marks (S32.5 million) for 
iiems of particular inieie.si for 
the state's cultural heritage in 
advance of the auction. 

Gloria Estefan to 
entertain priests 

MIAMI (AP) — Pop singer 
Gloria Estefan will bring her 
music to the Vatican to honour 
priests around the world. 
Accompanied by a 62-mu.si- 
cian orchestra, she will sing in 
a live television show Friday at 
the Vatican's Paul VI audience 
ball Pope John Paul II will 
I pardetpate in the programme. 
I called ‘The Greatest Love." 
The show will honour priests 
30 years after the second 
Vatican council, which liber- 
alised the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Hugh Grant could 
play Nick Leeson in 
Barings film 

LONDON (AFP) — Actor 
Hugh Grant could play broker 
Barings trader Nick Leeson in 
a film on the collapse of the 
British merchant bank, (he 
Mai) on Sunday reported. “It’s 
very early days yet. but Hugh 
Gnuu has expressed inieiesi.” 
broadcaster Sir David Frost, 
who is producing the £20 mil- 
lion (S30 million) movie, told 
the paper. Leeson. 2S, is in jail 
in Germany, awaiting extradi- 
tion for tiial on fraud charges 
in Sing^Mie. where his deal- 
ings in Japanese futures 
allegedly lost Barings Sl.3 bil- 
lion. He was interviewed by 
' Frost in his prison cell last 
month. Leeson himself could 
earn some $3 million from the 
film. 

Palermo post office 
held up for $7 million 

PALERMO. Sicily (AP) — 
Bandits held employees at gun- 
point in Palermo’s main post 
office Saturday and made off 
with some S7 million in cash 
and other valuables. Private 
TV network Italia Uno said the 
robbers slipped into a side door 
and threatened about 20 work- 
ers before escaping with the 
loot Nobody was reported 
injured. Italian post offices vir- 
tually double as banks for mil- 
lions of people, who use them 
to get money orders, deposit 
cash in interest-bearing 
accounts, withdraw money 
from pension funds, pay utility 
bills and open certificates of 
deposit similar to those issued 
by banks. 

Stove thief has a 
blast in New York 

NEW YORK (Rj — A man 
Stealing a stove from a New 
York apartment apparently left 
the exposed line pouring out 
natural gas. causing' an explo- 
sion that ripped through the top 
floor ot the building and 
injured 20 people, police said. 
Candido Rivera. 3S, a one-time 
resident of the seven-storey 
building, was charged with 
reckless endangennem and 
possession of stolen property. 
After pulling out the stove 
from the apartment, he left an 
open go.s line exposed which 
caused qie explosion." police 
spokeswoman Debra Kearns 
said. 


Wife, parents of Chinese 
dissident stage protest 


3EUINC- (R) — Uie par- 


Pro-Moscow Chechen 
leader denies resignation 



Wen Yongfen, the mother of jailed dissident Chen 
Zimingj holds a photo of her son during a protest in 
Brijing Sunday (AFP photo) 


Fate of Dini government in the baiance 
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World News 




CUBAN PROTEST IN NEW YORK: 
Thousands of Cuban-Americans mardi 
down 42nd Street in New York City 
Sunday to protest the U^. embargo 


agmnst Cuba. Cnban President Fidel 
Castro was then due to arrive in New 
York to attend the U.N. 50th anniver- 
saiy celebrations (AFP photo) 


Poli:.Support for Quebec 
independence rising 


MONTREAL (AFP) — Josi 
a week before a critical ref- 
erendum on (^nebec's inde- 
pendeoce from Canada, the 
**yes'* vote continued press- 
ing ahead among poUed res- 
idents Saturday. 

The Daily Globe and Mail 
along with the Montreal 
Journal ran a Leger and 
Leger poll that reported 
“yes” votes in favour of 
independence were ahead 
of “no” votes by a margin of 
50.2 per cent to 49.8 per 
cent after spliting the unde- 
cided evenly between the 
two. 

Tbe result backed up a 
poll released Friday that put 
foe “yes” position ahead of 
foe “no” for the first time 
ance the referendutn cam- 
paign began three weeks 
ago. When tbe campaign 
kicked off, “no” responses 


were ahead five to 10 
pcmits. 

The poD was ccmducted 
with 1,005 (Quebec resi- 
dents between OcL 16 and 
20. It showed 5S.8 per cent 
of Erendi speakers support- 
ed independence. French 
q>eakeis leiaesent 82 per 
cent of Quebec's 7.3 million 
lesideats. 

Non-Francophones, 
including En^^ speakers 
and people whose mofoer 
tongue is neitber French nor 
En^h, continued to sup- 
port strongly foe “no” vote 
with a 92.1 per cent 
response. 

For tbe second rime in 
foeir history, tbe people Of 
Quebec will choose on Ocl 
30 whefoer to create a new 
independent state or remain 
part of Canada. 

Ihe decisim, according to 


many analysts, could deter- 
mine tbe very survival of 
Canada, a nation created in 
1867 by tbe British Norfo 
America Act and which 
today includes 10 provinces 
and two northern territories 
wifo a total peculation of 29 
mill inn. 

Analysts attribute foe rise 
in the “yes” vote to the pop- 
ularity of Lucien Bouchard, 
who has become de facto 
leader of foe “yes” cam- 
paign for tbe last 15 days, 
rqdadog the less charis- 
matic Prime Minister 
Jacques Paiizeau. 

But expects, pointing to 
the nearly three per cent 
margin of euOT for the poll, 
said it is still too close to 
call what tbe outcome of tbe 
vote will be. 


Alarm bells ring in Tokyo 
after mass anti-U.S. protest 


TOKYO (R) — A mass 
protest a^inst U.S. military 
bases in J^iao that was far 
bigger than expected set off 
alarm bells Sunday in Prime 
Minister Tomiicbi 

Murayama's government 
about how to solve foe cri- 
sis. 

Government offidals hint- 
ed that the size of 
Saturday's rally might push 
them to a fundamenia] 
review of Jean’s security 
arrangements, rather than 
just tinkering with the 
exisiting pact. 

More than 85,000 people, 
far more than tbe forecast 
50,000, turned out fev tbe 
demonstration in Japan's 
southern island of Okinawa 
where a 12 year-old is 
alleged to have been raped 
by three U.S. servicemen 
last efaoDth. 

There was no violence but 
demonstrators shouted 
“Yankee go home” and 


accused U.S. forces of an 
“occupation mentality”. 

Ou Sunday, 300 people 
held another protest, this 
time at tbe gate of one of the 
sprawling military com- 
pounds that dominate tbe 
landscape. 

The rape allegation and 
public anger it set off 
against U.S. bases has 
thrown Murayama's gov- 
ernment into turmoil and 
embarrassed the prime min- 
ister just a month before a 
summit with President Bill 
Ointon. 

The Japanese defence 
official in charge of leasing 
land for the bases resigned 
last week after accusing 
Murayama of being “stu- 
pid” in not forcing some 
Okinawa property owners 
to renew their leases for the 
bases. 

In a sign of how the 
Ointon meeting looms over 
the issue, Murayama told 


reporters in New York 
where he was attending the 
United Nations 50th 
anniversary celebrations 
that he hc^>ed a settlement 
‘^viU be in sight before the 
Japan-U.S. summit. 

Clinton and Murayama 
are due to hold talks in 
Tokyo Nov. 20 afier they 
^nd the Asian Pacific eco- 
nomic forum sumnut in 
Osaka from Nov. 16 to 19 . 

Neitber government wants 
any significant changes to a 
1962 agreement under 
which about 45,000 troops 
are stationed in Japan, but 
the rape incident appears to 
have touched donnam pub- 
lic resentment at foe pres- 
ence of U.S. forces. 

Koken Nosalm, chief cab- 
inet secretary and govern- 
ment spokesman, said tbe 
only way to end the crisis 
was to come up with con- 
crete proposals to reduce the 
25,000 troops on Okinawa 


where nearly ihree-quaners 
of the bases in Js^an are 
located. 

“If we don't come up with 
concrete names (of bases 
where troops will be cut), 
tbe public won’t accept our 
policies,” Nosaka told 
J^>an's NHK lelevisimi net- 
work. 

“We have to make efforts 
to gain the understanding of 
foe Okinawan people by 
niaVing it clear that tbe 
bases will definitely not be 
strengthened,” he added. 

There are 1.5 million peo- 
ple on Okinawa, a tropical 
restxi island that has less 
than one per cent of Japan's 
land area. 

Nosaka indicated a U.S.- 
J^>an commiuee studying 
tbe legal status of U.S. 
troops since tbe alleged rape 
may be given a wider brief 
to look at all aspects of foe 
security pact 

“It is highly likely that the 


situation will lead to a 
review of the (security) 
agreement.” be said. 

Public anger rose when 
tbe three servicemen 
accused of the rape were not 
turned over to Japanese 
authorities for several 
weeks because the agree- 
ment slates that troops 
breaking Japanese law 
remain in military custody 
until an indictment is filed. 

The secretary general of 
Murayama's Social 

Democratic Party, Watani 
Kubo, echoed Nosaka’s 
view saying that a consen- 
sus was emeiging for a “re- 
examination, a review” of 
the pact. 

“This incident happened 
because we’ve always bad 
problems with U.S. bases in 
Okinawa,” Kubo told a 
news conference. 


India knows whereabouts of Kashmir hostages 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Tbe Indian government 
knows the whereabouts of 
four Western hostages held 
by Muslim guerrillas for 
more than three months in 
Kashmir, a senior official 
said Sunday. 

“We know where they 
are,” tbe official told 
Reuters in Srinagar, summer 
capital of tbe troubled 
province of Jammu and 
Kashmir. “They are alive 
and safe.” 

But Indiao officials ruled 
out a rescue attempt by 
force. 

A government source said 
tbe hostages, held by (he A1 
Faran group, were in 
Anantnag district, south of 
Srinagar 

An Urdu-langoage news- 


paper said they were spotted 
just over a week ago near 
Pahalgam, 90 kilometres 
from Srins^ar, in the region 
where they were kidnapped 
in July. 

The hostages have been 
sighted by villagers in south 
Kas hmir but it iS more th.an 
a month since the last con- 
tact between Indian negotia- 
tors and tbe abdunors. 

The newspaper Uqab said 
on Sunday foai tbe hostages, 
one limping with a ban- 
daged foot, bad come to the 
central village of 
Laokumbal in tbe Pahalgam 
region — where they were 
believed to be hidden — 
accompanied by captors 
wearing military dress. 

“They were dressed“'in 
typical Kashmiri clothes 


and appeared to be hiq^y. 
The four men were sur- 
rounded by militants all the 
time,” Uqab said in 
Srinagar, quoting unidenti- 
fied witnesses. 

Uqab said this sighting 
occurred Ocl 7 and the cap- 
tured tourists were also seen 
in nearby villages Ocl 16, 
although it had no details of 
tbe second occasion. 

Ibe report gave no infor- 
mation about tbe condition 
of the four men exc^t that 
the one who was limping 
had his left foot bandaged 
and wore a rubber slipper 
over iL 

Government spokesmen 
in tbe past have not denied 
reports of sightings of tbe 
hostages, tbe longest held in 
the Kashmir valley since 


separatist militancy erupted 
five years ago. 

There have been similar 
reports in the past but local 
journalists said this was 
probably the first time the 
sightings were reported in 
areas tbe government 
believed the ca|}tives were 
being held. 

Uqab quoted witnesses as 
saying a bus carrying mili- 
tants and the four hostages 
drove into Laokumbal vil- 
lage, about kilomecres 
from L.adoor town, and 
stayed a day there. It said 
foe hostages were always 
with their heavily armed 
colors. 

The guerrillas are 
demanding the release of 15 
sqiaratists, including some 
foreigners. India says it can 


release Kashmiris as part of 
a routine review, but not 
foteigoers. 

Britons Paul Wells and 
Keith Mangan, German 
Diric Hasert and American 
Don Hutchings were 
abducted while trekking in 
the Himalayas early in July. 
A fifth, hostage, Norwegian 
Hans Christian Ostroe. was 
found beheaded Aug. 13. 

There has been no mfor< 
matioQ about tbe hostages 
since daily contact between 
foe kidnappers and imerme- 
diaries was abruptly cut off 
by the rebels on Sept 19. 

Indian officials say they 
are worried ^vt foe long 
gap but assert tbe hostages 
are alive and safe. 


65 skinheads arrested after clash 
with police over banned concert 


NORTHEIM (AFP) - Sixty- 
five skinheads were arrested 
after violent clashes with 
police Saturday at Northeim, 
Lower Saxony, which left two 
police officers and six skin- 
heads wounded. 

Police said they seized gas- 
and air-pistols, clubs, baseball 
bats and irritant gas spray. 

Between 800 and 1,000 
extreme rightwingers from all 


over Germany had gathered 
Saturday evening at Adelebsen 
near Goettingen for a concert 
of skinhead music at an inn 
hired for the purpose by tbe 
former head for Northeim of 
tbe neo-Nazi free German 
Wokeis Pany, Thorsten Heise. 

After both tbe Goettingen 
and Northeim local audiorides 
banned tbe gathering, the skin- 
heads and tbe concert bands 


headed by bus and car to a “pri- 
vate" party at Heise's 
Northeim home where tbe 
dashes occurred. 

Some ISO skinheads lit a 
large bonfire in the garden of 
the bouse. When fiiefighteis 
backed by a heavy police force 
tried to extinguish il they came 
under a bail of stones, bottles 
and staves, according lo tbe 
police. 




Claes latest in slew of European politicians slain by scandal 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
There's a new watchword in 
European politics: accountability. 

Former NATO Secretary General 
Willy Claes, who abruptly resigned 
Friday to face corruption charges in 
his native Belgium, is just tbe latest 
of some of Europe’s mightiest to 
have fallen in disgrace from posi- 
tions of power. 

Accountability is replacing tbe 
old bnsiness-as-nsual attitnde 
expressed best by former Italian 
Pi^er Bettioo Craxi, who faced 
prosecutors two years ago: 
“Everyone is guilty. Everyone 
knew. No one talked.” 

But as prosecutors now get some 
to talk, others feel they've gone too 
far. After a long career that earned 
him one of tbe most prestigious 
intemational postings, Qaes felt he 
had been stabbed in tbe back. 

“Are there other words than 
*political murd^’?” said an angry 
Qaes, who maintains his inno- 


cence. “You see it in France, Italy, 
Spain and elsewhere, that the 
politician, put in accusation, is con- 
demned.” 

If that is murder, then blood is 
dripping frcMu Scaodmavia all tbe 
way down to the Mediterraoean. 

The inspiiation for accountability 
stftmg from the “clean bands” cru- 
sade by magistrates in Italy, where 
anii-cacroption efforts over the past 
few years have brought down an 
entire political class. 

Among tbe victims were fbnner 
Premiers Craxi and Giulio 
Andreotti. Ctaxi has been convict- 
ed in several cases and Aodreotti is 
on trial on charges of association 
wifo tbe Mafia. Last week, former 
Premier Silvio Berlusconi was 
indicted on charges that be bribed 
taxamfitors. 

Other European nations are doing 
some probing of their own. 

In Sweden last week. Deputy 
lYime Minister Mona Sablin wifo- 


diew her candidacy for tbe pre- 
miership, for which she was a 
heavy fovourite, because .she used 
her government credit card io 
recent years for a few thousand 
doDars in private expenses, includ- 
ing chocolate and dieters. It didn't 
matter that she bad repaid tbe gov- 

emmgnL 

In France, foe government of 
Prime Minister Alain Jui^ and 
French financial markets were 
shaken when it was revealed that 
Juppe got low-rent, city-owned 
bousing for his family while be was 
Paris finance directm. 

Prosecutors decided against 
launching a formal investigation 
last week, and on Saturday the 
Juppe family moved from their 
home in a swanky Paris neighbour- 
hood to the Hotel Matignon. where 
mini sters have living quarters. 

Two years ago, former French 
Premier I^ene Beregovoy commit- 
ted suicide following foe disclosure 


that be got an interest-free loan 
from a businessman later j^ed for 
comiption. The revelation preced- 
ed a stunning election loss for 
Beregovoy's Socialists. 

Regarding Claes, a former 
Belgian economics minister, prose- 
cutors claim be knew his Socialist 
Party accepted a $1.72 million 
bribe in 1988 from an Italian com- 
pany to win a $330 million contract 
for 4$ army helicopters. 

He has also been linked to $2 
million in bribes a French firm 
allegedly paid in 1989 to win a 
contract to upgrade Belgium’s F-16 
and Mirage jet fighters. 

Claes could be sent to jail if con- 
victed. 

But in a comment evoking the old 
attitude, former President 
Constantine CaramaxtUs of Greece 
had this general advice about 
accountability: “Yon do not send a 
former prime minister to prison. 
You send him home.” 


Former Seoul 
security boss 
reveals slush 
funds 

SEOUL (R) — Former South 
Korean President Rob The- 
Woo aiwacyH a buge slash 
fund to top up his salary, his 
former chief secuiiQr aide was 
quoted as tdling state prose- 
cutors Sunday. State radio 
quoted Lee Hyun-Woo. 57, as 
telling prosecutors conductii^ 
an investigation into political 
black money he personally 
managed a 30 billion won 
($39 million) fund for Roh. 
Tie money was temnants of a 
political fund Roh acquired 
because his salary as prerident 
was inadequate, he said. 
Prosecutors were now ques- 
tioning lee on how the money 
was raised, tbe ^o said. 

“1 myself managed the 
fund,” he told reporteis. “1 
will tell everything I know u> 
prosecutors.” 


Ivory Coast goes 
to polls vdth 
army in streets 


ABIDJAN (R) — Ivory 
Coast voted on Sunday io 
its first election since the 
death of founding father 
Felix Houpbouet-Boigny 
after unprecedented unrest 
in tbe run-up which has 
lolled at least eight people. 

Id Gagnoa, stronghold of 
tbe opposition Ivorian 
Popular Front which spear- 
headed foe campaign thar 
forced multi-party politics 
on Houphouet-Boigoy in 
1990, protesters shouting 
“No vote here” faced riot 
police across a burning bar- 
ricade. 

But in the West African 
country’s main city Abidjan 
and the second city Bouake, 
polling began peacefully 
with little sign of a rush to 
vote. Witnesses said some 
polling stations lacked elec- 
tion maif»rial 

President Henri Kooan 
Bedie was Houpbouet- 
Boigny’s constitDtioQal suc- 
cessor but now seeks tbe 
legitimacy of foe ballot box 
and being elected in his 
own light 

His cqipoireQt is lawyer 
Francis Wodie, leader of tbe 
xman Ivorian Woriceis Party 
who bndte ranks with the 
main opposition groups to 
contest an election which 


no-one expects him to win. 

But tbe main contest is 
am between these two. 

Tbe bulk of the opposi- 
tion, led by Laurent Gbabgo 
who stood and lost against 
Houphouet-Boigny in tbe 
first multi-party presiden- 
tial polls in 1990, has 
annouoced a boycott and is 
trying to get voters to stay 
away and taint the result. 

Bedie has ordered in 
troops to protea voters 
against opposition parties 
trying to di^pt polling. He 
also removed foe army's 
chief of staff hours before 
voting started in what polit- 
ic^ sources said were dif- 
ferences on how to handle 
unrest. 

Last minute peace talks to 
defuse the crisis befme vot- 
ing began failed, with the 
government accusing the 
opposition of refusing to lift 
its disruption call. 

“The bead of state made a 
resmiani ^qipeal for peace, 
particularly so blood does 
not flow tomorrow,” 
Communicatioa Minister 
Danielle Btxii Claverie said 
late Saturday. 

Interior Minister Emile 
Constant Bombe urged vot- 
ers Dot to feel intimidated. 
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Averting future crisis 


THE JUST-COMPLETED, British-financed 
study of the Qa-Disi acqnifer in the south of the 
country has come out with very encouraging 
news about Jordan’s water resources. The four- 
year study says that what lies deep in the 
Kh^dom’s desert in the Qa-Disi reservoir «•«" 
yield up to 160 million ci&ic metres (mcm) of 
potable water annually for the next 100 years. 

This is indeed good news for aO of ns vdio have 
been labouring under fiie impression that our 
national wato* crisis is going firom bad to worse. 
Given the fact that about 60-80 mcm of water 
from Qa-Disi is diverted annually for use in the 
south of the country, the difference, estimated to 
be weD over 80-100 mcm of potable water, can 
stiO be pumped to Amman and its environs where 
the scarcity of water has already reached omi- 
nous proportions. 

But pumping such huge amounts of water to 
the capital dty faces two formidable problems. 
One is the construction of an expensive pipeline 
whose cost may reach $400 million: the upcoming 
economic conference in Amman may consider 
financing this project since water Is a very critical 
d^ent in the development of the country and 
the regitm. The other is the reservoir of Qa-Disi 
itself which is also being used by Saudi Arabia at 
the rate of 600 mcm per year. 

It is true that the Saudi usage would not affect 
the projected 80-100 mcm, that could still be 
diverted for Jordanian use in the central region, 
but there is always the fear that this already hi^e 
depletion could increase in the future unless there 
is in place an agreraient between the two 
Kingdoms to emulate pumping of water from 
this oldest fossil water anywhere in the world 
which dates back 35,000 years. This precious 
water resource, whldi has prompted some water 
experts to call It ‘‘God’s water” due to its unique 
purity and quality, deserves to be regulated and 
cmitroUed. After aU its disproportionate use 
strikes ns as unfair and ne^ to be capped. 
Otherwise we may ail md up with a Cast depleting 
water resource. 

On anothtf water front, the U.S. is p itching in 
the effort to solve file acute proUan of the 
Amman-Zerka water by providi^ a grant of $8 
minion to cover the costs of an ei^ineerii^ study 
to expand and develop wastewater treatment in 
file area. Wastewater is clearly an important 
source of water that can be recyded for agri- 
cultural use. This would lessen the stram on 
potable water sources that are bring Averted for 
agricoltnral use. 

These two measures coupled with ongoing 
German-financed project to put a lid on water 
waste doe to leakages in our national network 
would go a long way to lessen file water crisis in 
the country. The water sharing agreement wifii 
Israri in the wake of the peace treaty that was 
signed with it last year would bring file day doser 
when our strategic water supplies are adequate to 
meet our present and future needs. 


ARABIC PRESS COMNIEIITARIES 


LIBYA, WHICH has been continually claiming that it 
seeks pai^Arab uni^, is defying the Arab world by 
exiling its Palestinian reddents, by refusing to pay its 
dues to the Arab League and by taking measures that ^ow 
disregard to other nations, said Mohammad Subeihi in A1 
Dostonr. The writer said that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and the Arab League should examine 
the Libyan case at the highest level and try to conv'.nce the 
Libyan regime to change its stand towards the Arab 
Nation. If this feils, the Arab countries ou^t to close their 
borders with lib^, althongfa such action could motivate 
^e Libyan present to evict Tunisian and Egyptian 
workers, said the writer. He said that the time has come for 
the Arabs to free themselves the whims of the Libyan 
ruler, who is unpredictable in his behaviour and is 
unworthy of confidence. 


A WRITER in Ai Ra*i expressed the view that the Israeli 
president’s stand vis-a-vis the release of tiie I^estinUui 
detainees and his refusal to free the women prisoners in 
p^cular have motivations other than tiie daim that the 
prisoners’ hands are stained with Israeli people’s blood, 
xareq Masarweh said that the president is probably try ing 
to put pressure on the United States to force it to rriease 
Israeli spy Poliaid in exchange for the release of the women 
prisoners, espedally since Washington has sponsored ^ 
Taba agreement foat provides for the release of all 
Palestinian detainees. The writer said the Israeli president 
is also trying to prove to the world that he represents the 
powerful Isiuli state, winch does not only control its own 
de^y but also that of the Palestine autonomous state and 
maintains hegemony over the destiny of the whole region. 






By Dr. Walefid M* Sa’« 



‘uneffective’ human rights hot line 


ONE OF the most noticeable change in the Human Rights 
Centre at the U.N. Ofiice in Geneva ever since the estab- 
lishment of the post of High Commissioner for Human 
Rights was the creation of a “hot line,” that would enable 
any human rights watcher or victim to fax his or her com- 
plaint directly to the centre. The idea was the biain child of 
Jos6 Ayala Lasso, the first U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights. He was obviously hoping to invigorate the 
international human rights activities and make them more 
effoctive. The hot line’s number is: 0041-22-917 0092 
through which people and human rights c»gani$ations from 
around the worid can keep the U.N. abreast of the latest 
information about human rights abuses. 

So far so go^ Wbat is even more important is to gauge 
whether this newly added service is really effective or a 
mere public relations gesture that would not make much 
difference at the end of the day. It must be recalled at the 
outset that the UJ<1. Human Rights Centre has already an 
established policy and practice to solicit and receive com- 
plaints about human rights violations, espedally the most 
serious and massive among them. There is in place already 
a mechanism within the centre to sift through complamts 
submitted directly by victims or on their behrives whenev- 
er there is a comnussion of a human li^ts contravention. 
Many of these complaints are channelled confidentially 
under the so-called 1503 procedure and processed and 
examined first by a wori^g group of the U.N. Sub- 
Commission on the PieveotioD of Discrimination and the 
Protection of Minorities. In turn foe sub- commission takes 
up the tecommendations of the working group and adopts 
the necessary resolutions on them. When and if the plen^ 
of foe sub-commission accepts foe findings of its woridng 
group that foe complamts are credible enou^ to support a 
reasonable piesui^tioD that a gross systemic violation of 
hu man rights has indeed occuii^ it takes foe a^ropriaie 
dedsioD and forwards it to foe U.N. Commission on 
Hu man Rights and its working group on communications 
for endorsement 

The real issue before us now in foe wake of the intro- 


duction of this new hot line is whefoer such a line would 
advance foe cause of human rights beyond the stage of 
familiarising more and more people about foe availabiHty 
of the High Commissioner to receive con^laints from 
individuals or groups who otherwise would not have sub- 
mitted such complaints. The answer must of course lie in 
what foe centre is prepared to do with foe thousands of 
daily allegations of human rights abuses. Better still, wb^ 
is going to be foe criteria foe centre would apply in 
separating the credible conq>laints from foe facetious ones. 
It must be borne in mind tl^ the Iffgh Commissioner has 
no independent machinery to investigate foe cb^es 
brou^t to his attention and must rely on a rather arbitrary 
system that tries hard to distinguish substantiated com- 
plaints from the shallow ones. 

What we specifically would like to know is what foe 
High Commissioner intends to do with the data accumu- 
lated by his hot line? Does be have the man power to 
examine foe data accumulated by it? If any such data is 
discarded or put in files never to be read again, then what 
is foe sense in reminding foe intematio^ community 
about foe hot line and then allow foe peoples of the world 
to unrealistically heighten their expectations that some- 
thing concrete would be done the High Conmussioner 
and his Centre. 

What I respectfully suggest to the High Commissioner is 
to tell foe worid that foe hot line is not a mere public rela- 
tions gesture but rather a serious effort to broaden foe base 
of enlightenment on h uman rights abuses. This cannot be 
done by foe words alone but rather by outlining in so many 
effective measures that foe centre would take seriously 
enough the infonnation obtained through the hot line and 
that there is a built-in mechanism to weed out foe unsub- 
stantiated legations. This, I suggest, cannot be accom- 
plished without foe suppon of U regional human rights 
offices across foe globe which can lo(^ into all con^laints 
received from their respective region and inform foe Hi^ 
Commissioner which ones are credible enough to be pur- 
sued and which are noL 
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BoUs Ghali Nicau« of 
a nsm of the high«' ^ 
dedicarioo Mr Lasso has been nghily crediitd tor the sue 
^Tefibns ‘to create foe post of High 
Human Rights at a time when there were f 

within the U.N. General Assembly. But 
post proved to be foe easy part, flowing - 
effective was quite another issue. .At a time whe 
that foe High Commissioner for Reftige« cigoys 
able powers, the High Commissioner for Human Ri^-bts 

has been left with few mandates. 

The best evidence of this is foe decision to clip the winp 
of foe post by denying it necessary funding. It seems tnut 
the anti-effective human rights forces in foe intemaiion^ 
oiganisation carried foe day at the end when they acqui- 
esced to the creation of foe post but retused it urgenUy 
needed monetary transfusions. In essence the General 
Assembly took away with one hand what it gave by the 
Qth fT Accorfongly the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights was left with no other option except to introduce 
measures that are not too effective, like the much talked 
about hot line, he has no money or support to do 
more. U.N. state members who are genuinely supportive ol 
the mwn and bis post are now called upon to prove iheir 
concern for human rights by making the post ot high com- 
missioner ftx h uman rights a truly effective one. 
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What do you expect after the work 
of millions is wiped out? 


By Jeremy Rifkin 

■ WASHINGTON — A new 
Study reports foat one in 
foTK Andean black men 
in tbeir 20s is imprisoned, 
on probation or on parole, 
lite breakdown of foe 
African-American family 
and drug abuse are often 
cited as ^ immediate caus- 
es. A look back at the eco- 
nomic toots of foe present 
crisis offers a far more 
telling explanation. 

In the mid-1950s, automa- 
tion began taking its toll in 
the manafacturing sector 
Hardest hit were unskilled 
jobs in the very industries 
where black workers were 
coQcentzated. From 1953 to 
1962, 1.6 million blue-col- 
lar jobs were lost in the 
manufactnring sector. 

While the unemployment 
rate for black Americans 
bad never exceeded 8.5 per 
cent from 1947 to 1953 and 
the white rate of unemploy- 
ment bad never gone 
beyond 4.6 per cent, by 
19^ blacks were experi- 
enemg an unemployment 
rate of 12 per cent while 
white uneniployment was 
only 5.9 per cent 

The civil rights activist 
Tom Kahn wrote grimly in 
1964: “It is as if racism, 
having put the Negro in bis 
economic place, stepped 
aside to watch technology 
destroy that place. 

The introduction of com- 
puters and numerical con- 
trol technology on foe facto- 
ry floor in the 1960s accel- 


erated foe displacement 
process. Sidney Wilhelm 
sonuned up the hisuxical 
si gnifican ce of wbat had 
tato place at tte rime is his 
book Needs The 

Negro?": 

“With foe onset of 
automation, foe Negro 
moves out of bis historical 
state of oppression into one 
of uselessness. Increasingly, 
he is not so much economi- 
cally exploited as he is iirel- 
evant.. The dominant 
whites no longer need to 
explmt the bla^ minority. 
As automation proceeds, it 
will be easier for foe former 
to disregard the latter.” 

Thirty years later. 
African-American men are 
being incarcerated in 
unprecedented numbers. 
Dnig-related crime is foe 
imm^ate cause for foe rise 
in criminal activity, but 
underneath Ues a far more 
menacing reality: an entire 
people rendemi powerless 
and hopeless by a society 
that 00 longer needs their 
labour. 

Today foe same techno- 
logical and economic forces 
are beginning to affect large 
numbers of white male 
workers, with potentially 
ominous consequences for 
sociefy at large. 
Sophisticated computers, 
telecommunications, robot- 
ics and other Infonnatioo 
Age technologies are fast 
replacing human beings in 
virtually every sector and 
industry. Factories with 
almost no workers and “vir- 


tual” companies loom on 
foe horizon. 

The emerging “knowl- 
edge sector” and new mar- 
kets abroad will create some 
new jobs, but they are likely 
to be far too few to absofo 
foe millions of worirers dis- 
placed by tite new technolo- 
gies. That is because foe 
Information Age economy 
is based on the use of over 
smaller elite workforces 
combined with automated 
technologies to {aocess 
goods and services, whereas 
foe industrial economy 
relied on mass human 
labour to produce goods and 
services. 

The steady decline of 
’ mass labour threatens to 
undeiznine the foundations 
of modem society. 

For nearly 200 years, the 
heart of foe social contract 
and foe measure of individ- 
ual human worth have cen- 
tred on the value of each 
person’s labour. How does 
society even begin to adjust 
to a new economic era in 
which most people’s labour 
is increasingly ^valued and 
even made worthless? 

Every nation will have to 
grapple with foe question of 
what to do with tte millions 
of people whose labour is 
needed less, or not at all. 

The ^owfo of tbe penal 
economy is one way to 
address the growing social 
unrest, crime and violence. 
If we continue along foat 
path, Americans are likely 
to see increasing numbers 
of males in jail in the years 


to come. 

The alternative is a soul- 
searching, nationwide 
debate on how best to share 
the vast productivity gains 
of foe emergiDg Information 
Age to give every American 
both a place and a stake in 
foe economic future of foe 
country. 

We are being swept up 
into a powerful technology 
revolution that ofiers the 
promise of a great social 
transformation, unlike any 
in history. The new high- 
technology revolution could 
mean fewer hours of work 
and greater benefits for mil- 
lions. For the firat time in 
modem history, large num- 
bers of human beiOgS COUld 

be liberated from long hours 
in the formal maiketplace to 
be free to pursue family 
responsibflities, civic oblig- 
ations and leisure activities. 

If, however, the produc- 
tivify gains of tbe 
Information Age are not 
shared, but rather used pri- 
marily to enhance corporate 
profit, chances are that the 
growing between the 
haves and foe have-nots will 
lead to widespread social 
disintegration and increased 
crime and imprisonment. 

The writer, author of “The 
End of Work: Tbe Decline 
of foe Global Labour Force 
and the Dawn of tbe Post- 
Market Era,” contributed 
this comment to the Los 
Anaeles Times. 


LETTERS 


Embankments 

floods? 


for 


To the Editor: 

ALI KASSEY, in his light and inietesiing way (IT 
OCCURRED TO ME - OCT. 1 S), told us why we would 
all rather walk in foe middle of foe street (and maybe 
risk our lives) than on tbe pavement, which is “designed 
like a commando course.” I have mulled over foe same 
phenomenon myself and would like to add a few obser- 
vations. 

Our sidewalks on our narrow one-way street on Jabol 
Hussein had almost disappeared last year with foe latest 
lairing of tbe street, and so we were all glad when the 
woikm came to raise foe pavement on the sides of foe 
street But it seems foat they wanted to insure foat foe 
street level would not reach the pavement level for at 
least another 1(X) years of tarring. People in foe neigh- 
bourhood pleaded wifo the workers to take off at least 5 
centimetres from foe height as foe new height prevent- 
ed you fii>m parking your car next to the curb a^ open- 
ing tbe door. “Can’t do it-foese are foe regulations.” was 
tbe stock reply. 

And so we have our commando course on Jabal 
Hussein. If you park your car on tbe right, foe passenger 
has to get out before you paik tbe car. Similarly, when 
he wants to board, he has to wait until you pull out 
away fix>m the curb. And you know what happens when 
you are stopped in the middle of the street and curs have 
to wait — instant-born-reflex. 

If there is no room for you to park on the right side of 
foe street, then you park on the left, of course. Here you 
have two choices: tte first is to park your car next to foe 
curb and then climb over the seat on foe right and get 
out (jemember the driver’s door is against that imposing 
pavement). The other choice (which is always mine) is 
to park your car at least one metre fiom foe curb so that 
you can open your door and get out This, of course, con 
be risky in an already narrow street. The buses and 
^bage trucks have a teal navigational challenge get- 
ting (fown our street 

Oh well, a few scrapes and clipped off mirrors isn't 
all foat bad — it keeps the garages in business. One 
^ng, though, is comforting: any flood that comes roar- 
ing down our street will never get over these massive 
embankments we have erected on both sides of foe 
street 

Bob Robertson, 
Amman. 


Saving lives 
before MENA 

lb the Editor: 

AT THE intersection outside our house the numbe 

ax coUisions peaked during foe summer at about a 
of one per week. «‘wuia 

The dam^e ranges from minor accompanied bv m 
shouted acrimony, to major with foe garden wall of 
bouse djagon^Iy opposite ours decimated and the ot 
pants of foe mvolved vehicles taken awav m hLn 
have bem summoned to the scene Liv ,iZ 
Then miraculously, one month ago two sm:ill * 
signs appeared Alas, foe one on our W of ih^unc 
was toppled after a mere two weeks aiw S 

several days, vanished altogether ' 

MENA colTfc ”„cc“ 

probably too much to hope for ihe re iDo. 
foinglikeTav^^Je'*^'^^ 


Catherine Redden, 
Uni Uthaina, 
Amman. 
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King says Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty a landmark in the 
region’s progress towards a comprehensive and just peace 


‘We are full of hope that (MENA) will realise its desired objectives’ 



Jordan will continue to strive, 

•• 

propeUed by its faith and convic- 
tions, to be a living example of 
harmonious pluralism, in free- 
dom, democracy, and respect for 
human rights. 


FOLLOWING IS the 

full text of the speedi 
which His Majesty 
King Hussein e&ye at 
the United Nations 
Sunday on the occa- 
sion 01 the UN’s 50th 
anniversary 


IT IS widi pleasure that I 
greet you all, and express 
my great pride to be among 
you today, to represent my 
country, Jordan, as we cele- 
brate tte SOtb anniversary 
of the creadon of the United 
Nations Orgm^arioo. As I 
address my sincere teiicita- 
tions to their exoeUencies 
the Secretary General and 
the nhairman of the 
Security Council, 1 recall 
with esteem the founders 
who woriced diligently and 
with sincerity to in^ain the 
principles of international 
legitimacy, to develop the 
role of this organisaticm, and 
to safeguard its noble mes- 
sage. 

I may not be the eldest 
head of state among you; 
but God has willed that I 
should be ihe longest serv- 
ing. and the one who has 
d^t with the United 
Nations for the longest peri- 
od This has permit me to 
follow its development over 
decades. 1 recall at an early 
age, witnessing the endeav- 
ours of men like Tiygve Lie 
and Count Bemadotm who 
died while w<^dng for 
peace, and of Ralph 
Bunche. Later, 1 met and 
befriended others like the 
distinguished Dag 


Hammarskjoeld, the great 
man of principle who died 
while caning out his duty 
to the United Nations. I also 
recall otbe^ who had the 
honour of administering this 
organisation, and with 
whom we worked for peace 
in our region like 
Ambassador Piene Spinelli. 

Our relations wxfo tins 
organisation have always 
close and positive, 
although we live in a region 
that suffered from instabili- 
ty and conflict for long 
decades. We have always 
conformed with the char^ 
and noble principles of the 
organisation, and we have 
cooperated with it to 
achieve its objectives. As 
we acknowledge our debt to 
the men of the United 
Nations who have wt^ed 
over the years to preserve 
peace in our region, we 
Jordanians feel proud to 
have omtributed to serve 
the same lofty ideals in 
other parts of the wc^d. The 
Dumb^ of Jordanians who 
paiticipa^ in United 
Nations peace-keeping mis- 
sions over the years has 
reached 14,993. In the for- 
mer Yhgoslavia, the 
Jordamao contingency that 
took part in the U.N. peace- 
keeping force was the sec- 
ond largest, and Jor^ was 
the frj^ country in the 
world in terms of its contri- 
bution to this honourable 
cause. 

My country is small in its 
size and resources, but it is 
large in its ambitions. This 
country has sufrensd enor- 


mously from the successive 
wars in the Middle 
which resulted in the 
tragedy of the Palestinian 
people. 

Vfs in Jordan have 
absorbed the human conse- 
quences of their plight in an 
hoDOUxable way that is with- 
out parallel in the regiocL 
Jordan became the sanctu- 
ary and the homeland of all, 
regardless of tbetr origins or 
the reason for their presence 
on our soil. When the cold 
war was terminated, we had 
the opportunity to end the 
Middle East cmiflict, and to 
replace it by peace. We were 
fr^y aware the compre- 
hensive peace which we 
sought, called for wisdom 
and courage from all lead- 
ers. It required them to have 
foith ID the rule of interna- 
tional legitimacy to settle 
die differences among their 
pMples. We embarked on 
this path with confidence, 
and we achieved, in a short 
time, whai many h.iH 
deemed impossible. Today 
we celebrate the first 
anniversary of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty, which we hope will 
be a landmark in the 

region’s pix^ss towards a 
comprehensive, just, and 
lasting peace, that will 
enable all its peoples to 
resume their quest for 
development, to btnld a bet- 
ter life for future genera- 
tions. 

During the past year we 
have d^t in a comprehen- 
sive mann er with all the 
terms of the treaty, with 


future relations between 
Jordan and Israel, and with 
the diverse areas of cooper- 
ation between us. I am gl:»i 
to announce from this ^at- 
form chat young pilots from 
the Jordanian a^ Israeli air 


forces, who were at the fore- 
fnmt of their respective 
countries* aimed forces that 
threatened each other yes- 
terday in the state of the 
war, during the truce, and in 
the state of no war and no 


peace, flew today in joint 
formation in the skies of 
their two countries, the 
countries that regained their 
foil rights thi^gh their 
peace treaty. The pUots flew 
over their main cities to 
honour their comrades who 
have follen, to salute their 
people, and to embody 
peace, and the commitment 
to safoguard il This is the 
peace which we sought It is 
based on mutual respect and 
confidence. It does not need 
the presence of imemadonal 
forces separating the two 
sides, nor imematiooal 
observers to verify the truth 
of our commitment to 
peace. 

The link between peace 
and stability on the one 
hand, and social and eco- 
nomic growth on the other, 
is dialectic. Peace, poverty, 
and backwardness cannot 
mix in one region. Based on 
this, the Amman economic 
summit, which opens io a 
few days, inaugurates a new 
start in the quest for the 
comprehensive develop- 
ment of the region. It asserts 
the principle of cooperation 
between the peoples of the 
region to improve their stan- 
da^ of living, and in so 
doing, to consolidate peace. 
We are foil of hope that the 
conference will realise its 
desired objectives, con- 
tribute to the growth of the 
region, to overcome the 
negative consequences of 
decades of conflict, and 
usher io a better future. 

Permit me, on this occa- 
sion. to thank this organisa- 


tion, and its secretary gener- 
al for aimouncing last 
Friday, the establisbmnt of 
the imeinational leadership 
academy in Jordan. This 
academy, for rational lead- 
ership. will be the first of its 
kind in the world. It will be 
the first branch of the 
United Nations University 
in the Middle East, which 
will work to build bridges of 
human contacts among 
fotuie leaders. It will ^ve 
them the opportunity for 
dialogue and exchange 
between them and their 
diverse cultures. It will pre- 
pare programmes and cours- 
es that enrol leaders in the 
political, social, economic, 
religious, and cultural sec- 
tors from all over the worid, 
to foster dialogue, under- 
sumding. and cooperation 
between peoples and civili- 
sations. 

Fifty years have passed 
since this organisation was 
founded. During this time, 
some of its member coun- 
tries have undergone funda- 
mental changes. This is a 
good moment to review the 
organisation, structure, and 
systems of its institutions, 
wfoch regulate the namre 
and conditions of member- 
ship in each one. Of prime 
importance is a review of 
the Security Council and the 
nature of membership in it. 
so that the organisation may 
reflect today's world, as 
opposed to that of SO years 
ago. This is essential for the 
United Nations to rejuve- 
nate itself, and fulfil its role 
with efficiency, capability, 


and credibility, that rein- 
forces the faith of its mem- 
bers in its principles and 
ability to cope with the chal- 
lenges before it 

Many regions of the world 
today continue to suffer 
from tensions and conflicts. 
Others dwell in the shadow 
of war and the resultant 
poverty, backwardness, 
ignorance, and abuse of 
human rights. They live 
under dictatorship and 
tyranny, deprived of free- 
dom and demoracy. It is 
high time that the interna- 
tional community and the 
human conscience moved to 
lift their suffering and help 
them to overcome their dif^ 
ficulties and plight. In tiiis 
respect, Jordan will contin- 
ue to strive, propelled by its 
faith and convictions, to be 
a living example of harmo- 
nious pluralism, in freedom, 
democracy, and re.spect for 
human rights. 

Peace and security are ■ 
integral parts of a whole. ■ 
Stability cannot be rooted , 
unless poverty, backward- 
ness, and tyranny are elimi- - 
naied. This can be achieved 
through cooperation 

between members of the 
whole international commu- 
nity, making a united stand, 
in order to face these chal- 
lenges that carry the greatest 
oppormniiies, and, at the 
same time, gravest dangers. 

I salute you, 1 wish for this . 
organisation all success, and 
may God bless you all. 


Hfi ’ In irony of war, Serbs now suffer at former prison site 
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Bylidyana Mojsilovic 

The Associaud Press 

OMARSKA, Bosnia- 
Hetzegovina — Once 
Muslims suffered here as 
prisoners in a Serb-run 
camp. Now, fcatunes have 
shifted and Serb refugees 
jam the grounds of an old 
iron mine. 

‘T foel like a walking 
shadow,” said Davorka 
Kuzmanovic. fighting back 
tears as she breast-fed her 
10-month-old daughter. 


Kuzmanovic, 25. and her 
baby are among some 
50,000 Serb civilians who 
have fled toward the 
Bosnian Serb stronghold of 
Banja Luka ahead of recent 
government and Croatian 
assaults that have touched 
off another refugee crisis. 

As Bosnian Serb leaders 
sought to spread blame for 
battlefield losses that 
forced their civilians to 
flee, Kuzmanovic had 
mme material concerns: 
gathering run clouds and 
her next meal. 


King addresses U.N, 


(Continoed fitm page 1) 


participant in U.N. 
peacekeeping operations 
around the world. "The 
number of Jordanians who 
participated in United 
Nations peacekeeping 
missions over the years has 
reached 14. 993. in former 
Yugoslavia, the Jordanian 


contingent that took part in 
the U.N. peacekeeping 
force was the second largest 
(after France), and Jordan 
was the fifth country in the 
world in terms of 
contribution to . this 
honourable cause.” said the 
King. 


King meets Arafat, Rabin. 


^ (CtHitinned 

(U.N.) Hassan Abu 
Nimeh. 

Also Sunday King Hus- 
sein met with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and disoissed with him die 
latest developments in the 
Middle East peace process 
and the achievements made 
so far in the implementa- 
tion of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty. King 
Hussein and Mr. Rabin 
stressed the need to sup- 
port the peace process and 
to ensure its success on all- 
backs so that peace will' 
{vevaO in the enue regiott. 


fkwm page 1) 

In a statement following 
the meeting with Mr. 
Rabin. King Hussein 
voiced hope that compre- 
hensive prace prevail in the 
region. 

On Saturday. Their Ma- 
jesties King Hossein and 
Qneen Noor took part in a 
celebration held at St Pat- 
rick Cathedral to maik the 
SOfo anniversary of the Un- 
ited Nations, and attended 
a dinner hosted by New 
York mayor. Ihe diimer 
was also attended Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and his wife. 


Israel presents pullback plan 


(Contkmed tram page 1) 

the agreement extending 
autonomy to most Aral^ 
populated areas in the West 
Bank last month. Self-nile 
began in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho in 
May 1994. 

llie sides plan to start talks 
k on the final status of the West < 
• Bank and Gaza next May. 
The Palestinians are expected 
te demand foil statehood. 

A poll released Sunday 
show^ titat 72 per cent of 
Palestinians support the 
Israel-PLO agreement calling 
for the red^loyment. and 
almost half believe it rnll lead 


to the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian 
state. 

The poll of 1,144 Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and 
Gaza was conducted last 
week by the Centre for 
Palestinian Research and 
Studies, an independent 
think-tank based in Nablus. 

Sixty<«ight per cent of the 
le^ndents $md foey plan to 
take pan in the f^ Palesti- 
nian elections, tentatively 
scheduled for Jan. 20. But 
only slightly more than half 
tbouj^t the elections would 
be foir, and 22 per cent 
tbou^t they would not be 
fair. 


. *'When you don’t have 
anywhere to go, when you 
don't know whether your 
Child will have something 
to eat tile next day, then 
yon don't care about poli- 
tics,'* she said, sitting on a 
few belongings atop a 
small tractor with omy a 
nylou tarp for sbelter. 

"People are dying in this 
camp.’* 

People have died here 
before. Omarska was 
among the most notorious 
prison camps set up wben 
rebel Serhs overran much 


of Bcenia in 1992. Footage 
of emaciated Muslim pris- 
oners shocked tiie world 
and focused outrage on 
Bosnian Serb atrocities. 

Today, more than 2S,0(X) 
Serb refuges are strug- 
gling to survive there. 
Some have found shelter in 
a min e building. Others 
huddle in the open. 
Sanitation is appalling, and 
die camp supervisor said 
they can meet only two per 
cent of the refugees' food 
needs. 

Elderly people, refusing 


'Passport extension apolitical’ 

(Continued from page 1) 


Ba'ath parties that identify 
with the factions of the 
Ba’atii ruling parties in Iraq 
and Syria and two other par- 
ties i^niated to Palestinian 
groups based in Syria. 

He said that these political 
parties were violating the law 
and might face action by his 
ministry whidi is entrusted 
wibt momtoring party activ- 
ity. 

Asked vdiat action the gov- 
ernment intended to take 
against professions unions 
that force their members not 
to normalise with Israel or 
frice expolsion, the minister 
said: '*ilie government will 
propose legislation to Parlia- 
ment to address the issue in 
the House’s next ordinary 
session” which starts in De- 
cember. 

He did not elaborate on 


the nature of the proposed 
legislation, howe>«r. 

Asked whether the govern- 
ment was planning a general 
pardon on the occasion of 
Majesty King Hussein's 6(kh 
birthday on Nov. 14, Minister 
Hammad said that sudi a 
move was the "prerogative of 
His Majesty the King.” 

”1 have not prepare any 
law in this le^d,” be said. 

Asked about measures the 
government was taking to 
address the issue of foreign 
labouieis who woik in the 
Kingdom witiioat obtaining 
residence or work permits, 
the 'minister said their pro^ 
leo^ would be solved with 
their emplc^is in coordina- 
tion wim the Kfinistiy of 
Labour. "There will not be 
any forced or mass oq^ul- 
sions,” he averted. 


World marks U.N. anniversary 


(Continued fiiw 1) 

foilure of member states to 
pay their dues. 

Members owe the United 
Nations S3 billion. The big- 
gest debtor is the Unit^ 
States, $13 bOlion in arreais. 

Mr. Clinton, who ^x>ke 
nine minutes beyond the five- 
minute limit allotted each 
speaker, said he was deter- 
mined to meet the United 
States' finandal obligations 
to the United Nations. 

But. he added, "the U.N. 
must bt able to show that the 
money received su|!^x>rts sav- 
ing and enriching people’s 
lives, not bureaucratic over- 
head." 

General Assembly Prea- 
dent Diago Freitas do Amar- 
al of Portugal, who opened 
the se^on. urged r^rm, 
but added: “We must not 
allow this organisation to die 
at tile hands of its critics.” 

In welcoming remarks, 
Secretary-General Boutros 


Gbali said the Uiuted Na- 
tions had a vital role to play 
in such fields as human 
rights,, international law, 
peacei^ping, development 
and the environment. 

“But the United Nations 
cannof play this role if the 
present trend continues,” be 
said. “The problem of ^oba- 
lisatioa and fragmentation 
have caused vast responsibili- 
ties to be given to the U.N. 
but the U.N. has not been 
given ^ resources required 
to accomplish the taslu im- 
posed.” 

He asked members to con- 
sider calling a special session 
of the Genera] Assembly to 
deal with the finand^ crisis, 
an action some world leaders 
also promoted. 

Leaders will hold scores of 
one-on-one meetings on 
issues ranging from the war in 
Bosnm to u.S.'China rela- 
tions and peace in the Middle 
East. 


to talk.’ sit on blankets as 
they fix their gazes on the 
camp gates, ‘seemingly 
hoping for help from 
somewhere. Aid officials 
say some of the elderly at 
Omarska have died, but 
nobody knows bow many. 

U.N. and Red Cross 
relief agencies are trying to 
rush aid to Omarslm. but 
are overwhelmed with die 
scale of the refugee prob- 
lem throughout oortb- 
western Bosnia. 

*’At this moment, we are 
watching something unfold 


which we can only explain 
as a total disaster,'* said an 
Imeroational Red Cross . 
official, John Sparrow, io 
Sarajevo. 

Said Jean-Marie Boucher 
of the World Food 
Program: "We cannot 

deliver food aid fast 
enough to the Banja Luka 
area. Entire villages are on 
the move." 

The fleeing Seihs get lit- 
tle sympathy in some quar- 
ters, especially among 
Bosnian Mushms and 
Croats who suffered boiri- 


bly here when the' Serbs 
seemed invincible. 

Moreover, similar refugee 
scenes are emerging to the 
south in Muslim-led gov- 
enunent territory, where 
camps have been inundat- 
ed by Muslims expelled 
from Serb teiritoiy in 
recent weeks. 

A five-day-old cease-fire 
seems K> have queUed the 
fighting almost every- 
, where in Bosnia except the 
north-west, where combat- 
ants are grabbing for terri- 
tory before negotiations on 


a U.S.-sponsored peace 
plan. The refugees seem to 
be the pawns in this brutal 
endgame. 

Kuzmanovic said she 
didn’t want to flee Sanski 
most, a front-line town 
overrun by anti-Serb forces 
last week. "But then I 
thought about my baby, 
and decided to go." she 
said. 

"I just felt I didn't have 
the right to risk her life. 
What about mine? It's fin- 
ished anyway.” 


Jordanians remember late premier 

(ContiDoed Erom page 1) 


A1 Hayat, journalist charged 


Mra. Mufti recollected 
how Sharif Abdul Hamid 
insisted on establishing spe- 
cial centres for delinquents 
instead of detaining them 
and how much was he in- 
terested in the establish- 
ment and development of a 
national movement for 
voluntary work. 

“He used to say: The call 
for political change is use- 
less if it were not directed 
at changing the individual. 
How can we establish suc- 
cessful democratic institu- 
tions if they were not pre- 
mised on the belief by men 
and women in democracy. 
Freedoms and shura princi- 
ples?” Mrs. Mufti said. 

According to Mis. Mufti, 
the first woman minister in 
Jordan, Sharif Abdul 
Hamid believed that sus- 
tained development in any 
country hinges on the de- 
velopment of a comprehen- 
rive educational system and 
resp«^ for human rights. 

Ali Suhehnat, a former 
deputy prime minister, 
talked about the late states- 
man's economic policies 
and how they were per- 
ceived in the Jordanian 
society at that time. He 
said that Sharif Abdul 
Hamid predicted an econo- 
mic recession if depend- 
ence on foreign aid was not 
reduced. 

"If (we) only understood 
the wisdom behind his con- 
cern for reducing consump- 
tion, (we) would not have 
ridiculed his whole policy 
on the need to 'rationalise 
consumption',” as it was 
called at the time, he said. 

A former minister of in- 
formation, Mahmoud Shar- 
if, talked about the late 
prime minister's vision for 
a better society especi^y 
m terms of ideology. 

“While 1 was still influ- 


enced by the Islamic pro- 
jects, he was more pan-' 
Arab. It is true that he did 
not believe in the establish- 
ment of a state based on 
religious beliefs but nor did 
be believe in (existing) pan- 
Arab movements.” Mr. 
Sharif pointed ouL 

“Abdul Hamid Sharaf 
was tfainkmg of a modern 
secular country, democra- 
tic. and based on human 
rights principles,” he said. 

Bom in Baghdad in 1939, 
Sharif Abdul Hamid re- 
ceivexi his higher education 
at the American University 
in Beirut (AUB) and 
graduated in 1959 with a 
bachelor's degree in phi- 
losophy. Three years later, 
he received a master's de- 
gree from the same uni- 
versity in international re- 
lations. 

He began his govern- 
ment service career as 
director of the Arab and 
Palestinian Affairs Depart- 
ment of the Foreign Minis- 
try, a post be held until 
1963 when he was 
appointed director general 
of Radio Jordan. 

In 1964 be returned to 
the Foreign Ministry as 
director of the Department 
of International Organisa- 
tions. He served as assis- 
tant Chief of the Royal 
Court from 1964-65 and be- 
came minister of culture 
and information in 1965. 

In 1967, he went to the 
United States, first as 
ambassador in Washington 
until 1972, and later as Jor- 
dan's permanent repre- 
sentative to the United Na- 
tions. From 1976-79, he 
was chief of the Royal 
Court. 4. 

“He did not die,” said 
Ms. Mufti. “He is always 
alive and his thoughts and 
policies will always be with 
us.” 


(Contioued from page 12) 
national unity, inciting crime 
and planting the seeds of 
batted and division among 
members of the sodety,” in 
accordance to the Press and 
Publications Law and the 
Penal Code. Mr. Ne'matt is 
also accused of writing for a 
newspaper without being a 
licen^ journalist, as be is 
not a member in the Jorda- 
nian Press Association. 

In his compiled report of 
the case referred to court. 
Mr. Zoubi charged that Mr. 
Ne'matt could name neither 
those who allegedly were on 
the payroll of the Iraqi gov- 
ernment nor his (Ne’matt's) 
sources, according to legal 
sources. 

“This particular charge is 
groundless.” Mr. Ne'matt 
said, because “during the in- 
vestigation, what I said was 
that I refuse to reveal my 
sources because the law gives 
me the right not to do so 
except in court, and only in 
specific cases as stipulated in 
the Press and Publications 
Law.” 

Under the current press 
law, which was adopted in 
May 1993, reporters should 
reveal their sources if the 
court decides “this would 
protect national security, pre- 


(Continued fitun page 12) 

sion was religiousty unaccept- 
able. 

The front's executive 
bureau then decided to freeze 
the membership of Dr. 
Sa’eed for three months and 
Dr. Abu Zant for six months 
and to warn Dr. Itofabi. The 
measures were dismissed by 
the three deputies as not 
being the right of the execu- 
tive ooreau. 

“It is so normal that differ- 
ences arise within the fiont,” 
said lAF deputy from Zarqa 


vent crime or attain justice.” 

Mr. Ne’matt said that he 
“plans to file a libel suit 
a^nst Masarweh for slander 
in two columns he has written 
in Al Ra’i.” 

“The Saudi AI Hayat will 
not get away with (abusing) 
the freedom of journalism 
and journalists in Jordan. 
What Al Hayat represents 
and the services it offers do 
not (qualify) it to deal with 
freedoms,” charged Mr. 
Masarweh. alluding to the 
affiliations of the Lmdbn- 
based daily, which is owned 
by a Saudi businessman. 

It is not yet known when 
the first court session will be 
held, but sources say that Mr. 
Ne'matt is most likely to be 
summoned early next month. 

Mr. Khazen will not be 
attending the trial, but 
according to Kheirallati 
Kheirallah, the managing 
editor of Al Hayat, “the pap- 
er and its management stand 
behind (Ne'matt).” He told 
the Jordan limes in a tele- 
phone interview, adding that 
“we have full confidence in 
the credibility and integrity of 
odr correspondent.” 

If found guilty, Mr. 
Ne’man and Mr. lUazeif 
could face fines and imprisr. 
onment. 7 


Mohammad HaJ. “But the 
final decisions taken at (Fri- 
day) meeting were passed 
with an overwhelming major- 
ity." 

Among other decisions, 
the Shura council decided in 
its extraordinary meeting on 
Friday on the establishment 
of a central court in its bead- 
quarters in Amman as well as 
(kher courts at all lAF bran- 
ches. 

Dr. Sa'eed, who wr*s 
elected as reserve member of 
the central court, refused to 
comment on the meeting. 


lAF grapples with 







Economy 

eace will bring tourism boom 
Middle East — tour companies 


/,L 


CAIRO (AFP) — The tour- 
!s 7*2 indukiy is expected to 
four times faster in the 
ivliddle East than in the rest 
0 -; the world because of the 
region’s peace process, the 
head of the World Travel and 
Tourism Council fWTTC) 
said. 

‘This boom can create jobs 
across the whole economy 
and a new form of wealth that 
the region has not experi- 
enced before.” Geoffrey 
Lippman told reporters 
Saturday at the 11th summit 
of the World Tourism Orga- 
nisation in Cairo. 

“We have enormous foi± 
this re^on,” Mr. Lippman 
said, addmg that peace would 
allow tours to cross foeely 
borders to visit multiple sites, 
such as Jerusalem, the pyra- 
mids in Egypt and the andent 
city of Petra in Jordan. 

A regional economic sum- 
mit held last October in 
Casablanca, Morocco 
pointed to tourism “as a key 


element in the peace pro- 
cess,” said a WITC study, 
which is to be submitted to a 
follow-up summit in Amman 
at the end of this month. 

The Arab Worid, from 
Morocco to the Gulf, has 
attracted only 2.3 per cent of 
the total tourist dollars spent 
across the world, a share of 
S78.7 billion, the study said. 

Its share went down from 
1992, when it stood at $91 
billion, 2.8 per cent of world 
tourism income, a drop the 
study attributed to the fall in 
oil prices. 

In 1995 travel and tourism 
would contribute 8.7 per cent 
of the region’s gross domestic 
product, 10.1 per cent of all 
emplo 3 meot and 9.8 per cent 
of indirect tax income, the 
study said. 

The sector will take in 8.5 
per cent of investment in the 
area, an amount equivalent 
to only 2.7 per cent of the 
world’s total tourism invest- 
ment. 


But “there are signs of a 
turnaround largely as a result 
of the peace process and 
prospects for travel and tour- 
ism growth to and within the 
r^'on are considered to be 
fairly bullish,” the study said. 

The Arab countries' share 
in world tourism is “forecast 
to almost double to four per 
cent by 2005, increasing at 
almost four times the world 
average.” 

The sector's “total direct 
and indirect output contribu- 
tion” should grow by 207 per 
cent in real terms over the 
next decade to reach $332 
billion, it added. 

In 2005, international tour- 
ists’ spending in die region 
should reach $43.9 biUion, up 
290 per cent horn its present 
rize. 

While the spending of 
Arab tourists abroad will, 
grow to $15.3 biUiOD, com- 
pared to $4.5 billion today. 

The result would be a trade 
surplus of $28.6 billlion, up 


from the $6-7 billion tourism 
trade surplus in 1995. 

But the surplus in the tour- 
ism sector will also face the 
region's swelling deficit in 
trade, which is expected to 
rise from $90 billion this year 
to $515.3 billion by 20QS. 

Tourism’s role in employ- 
ment win *also grow, from 
contributing one job in 10 
now to one job in nine, an 
increase of 3.3 million jobs 
linked directly or indirectly to 
tourism, about 900 per day. 

The Wire, which groups 
75 preddents of the world’s 
main private tourists com- 
panies, drew up a series of 
recommendations for Arab 
governments during the six- 
day conference closed 

Sunday. 

• The states should create a 
regional assodation for tour- 
ism and oiMn their markets 
by liberalising air travel and 
easing visa restrictions, it 
said. 


Arab Gulf countries face 
financial hurdles in oil expansion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states have the 
potential to regain their pre- 
stige in the oil market given 
thw immense crude reserves 
but financial problems re- 
main a key obstacle, experts 
said. 

The experts who held a 
two^y conference in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(U AE) this week agreed Gulf 
states were stiD the main sup- 
pliers of energy altfaoo^ 
Iheir rule has sharply receded 
in face of the growing oil 
sector elsewhere. 

But as supplies from non- 
Gulf sources are projected to 
start shrinking after 2000, the 
gap will be bndged by Saudi 
.^.rabia and other oil 
heavyweights in the re^on, 
Jie experts .noted. 


“The capacity to produce 
this oil, and foe a^ty to 
bring it onstream extremely 
rapidly, effectively made foe 
GwS foe shelf inventory for 
the international indostry,” a 
Western oil analyst said in a 
paper to foe conference. 

“But the Gulf oO industry 
will encounter many different 
challenges in the coming 
years,” he pointed out 
adding: “In the near future, 
foe lo^ industry wQl have to 
rope with being a market 
participant in a competitive 
^obal industry while foe loc- 
m econonries are encounter- 
ing fiscal constrains and 
bu^et^ shortfalls.” 

CSl giants — Saudi AraUa, 
Iraq, Iran, Kuwait and the 
UA£ have plans to boost 
their crude production capac- 


ity to face world demand. 

Independent estimates 
have put the costs of such 
expansion projects and 
maintenance of fidds at more 
than $80 billion. 

Iran aims to push outpot 
capadty up to five million b/d 
from 3.6 million b/d while 
Kuwait and foe UAE are 
expected to ^nd around $10 
billion to raise production to 
at least three million b/d 
each. 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
top oil producer and expor- 
ter, has proved a $2.5 bil- 
lion project to develop its 
giant border Shaybah field to 
produce 500,000 b/d, bring- 
ing its total sustainable capac- 
ity to around 10 million b/d. 

“Domestic financial con- 
straints remain the most 


WTO official: Mideast countries 
earned $5b from tourism in ’94 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — 
Peace is paying off for 
Mideast countries seeking to 
attraa visitors, a tourism offi- 
cial said Saturday. 

Revenues from tourism 
jumped 18.2 per cent across 
the reboot reaching nearly $5 
billion in 1994, said Antooid 
Enriquez Savignac, 
secretary-general of the 
World Tourism Organisation 

(wro). 

About 9.1 million tourists 
came to foe region, including 


Israel and Egypt, a 4,5 per 
cent increase over 1993, he 
said. 

“I hope more are coming 
with peace prevaifing in foe 
area,” Mr. Savi^ac said. 
“The hfiddle East is rich mfo 
places attracting tourists and 
is rich with its cultural di- 
veiaty.” 

The World Tourism Orga- 
nisation is holfong its confer- 
ence in Cairo this week, 
gathering 67 tourism minis- 
ters and more than 700 dele- 


gates from 120 countries. The 
conference ends Sunday. 

The organisation, based in 
Madrid, Spain, seeks ways to 
promote tourism and im- 
prove services around the 
world. 

Once a top vacation stop,' 
Lebanon has slowly reco- 
vered rince foe cMl war en- 
ded in 1990. Mr. Savignac 
said it earned $672 million in 
revenue last year, its best 
mark since the war’s end. 


THE Daily Crossword by Samuel K. Ffiegner 


ACROSS 

1 Greek cheese 
5 Ring used in a 

game 

10 Flat-bonomed 
boat 

14 Kind of test 

15 Wed 

16 Siamese 

17 Records, in a 
way 

•19 Goes astray 

20 Foot part 

21 Airport near • 
Paris 

22 Cylindrica! 

24 Quote 

25 Refuge 

26 Trophy for 
Hanks 

29 Fortune’s 
companion 

30 Wood sorrel 

33 Yearning 

34 Mobile sculptor 

36 Rev the motor 

37 Before pike and 
coat 

38 Bermuda or 
Vidalia 

39 Forehead 

40 TV movie 
channel 

41 Objective 

42 Dalai — 

43 Golfer Snead 

44 Roman poei 

45 Comic's forte 
'46 Of the eye 
48 Pahially open 
50 Gaelic 

legendary hero 

52 Kin of elc. 

53 Romaine 

56 Glance 

57 Sequence of 
events 

60 Plucky 

61 Two under par 

62 Merit 

63 Mimic 

64 Young Salmon 

65 Type of club 

DOWN 
. 1 Realily 

2 Resound 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 

7 

6 

9 

1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 





16 




17 




16 






19 




20 



■ 

21 




■ 

25 

22 

23 






24 




■ 






26 

27 

28 




29 




1 

30 

31 

32 

33 




1 

34 

35 





36 



37 




38 





1 

39 




40 



1 







42 




43 



44 





45 





IB 

46 

47 




■ 

48 

49 




so 

51 





■ 

52 




■ 

53 

54 

55 

56 




1 

57 

58 





59 




60 




61 





1 

62 




63 




64 





65 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


3 Radial 

4 Hubbub 

5 ^Riding v/hip 
6 'Family circle 

member 

7 Unctuous 

8 Follower: suff. 

9 Will 

10 Cubic meter 

1 1 Inscription, of a 
kind 

12 Trireme feature 

13 Sagacious 
18 Rouge et — 

23 Finished 

24 French city 

25 Wore 

26 Swearwords 

27 Diving 
equipment 

26 Gene earner 
29 — out (baseball 
term) 

31 Former NY 
governor 

32 Sadat 

34 Brings around 
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35 Caper 
39 Smudge 
41 Whit 
45 Nimbus 

47 Cheapskate 

48 Bikini, e.g. 

49 Blair or Reno 

50 Gymnast Kortiut 


51 Cleanser 

52 Therefore . 

53 Lignite 

54 Fairy tale heavy 

55 Auld Lang — 

58 Schmaltzy 
performer 

59 Journey division 



credible hurdle friciag long- 
term capacity expansion 
plans and prospects,” a study 
at the coherence said. 

The five Gulf oil bigpow- 
ers, which currently produce 
nearly a quarter of the 
world’s crude supplies, have 
been reeling under finaodal 
strains because of low ml 
prices, war costs and growing 
defence spending. 

Iran and Iraq have been 
hardest hit as they strive to 
recover from costly military 
confrontations while Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait have 
been saddled with accuimilate- 
ing debt due to large pay- 
ments for the 1991 Gulf war. 

The UAE is the only ex- 
ception as hs crude pr^uc- 
tion is far higher than during 
the 1980s and funds and tech- 
nology are available through 
its foreign partners. 

Foreign partners were 
kicked out other Gulf 
sutes during foe 1960s but 
some producers are consider- 
ing to readmit them . 
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GCC ministers to decide on unified tanffs 



i « •* 


DUBAI (R) — Official talks 
on unifying tariffs among foe 
six Golf states, key to a free 
trade accord with the Euro- 
pe Union (EU) . have been 
raised to ministerial level for 
a decision, an official said. 

“Now h has been passed 
up to the ministerial level,” 
said the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) customs council 
chairman Obaid Saqr Busit. 

“There is still some dis- 
agieement,” be told Reuters 
in an interview, adding the 
bog-debated issue was not 
disoBsed at a meeting in 
Riyadh of Gulf Cooperation 
Conndl (GCQ customs offi- 
cials earlier month. 

Since 1983 the GCC — 
Saadi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Qatar, the UAE 
and Oman — set nomer- 


ens deadlines for introdndng 
unified tariffs and estal^ 
lishing a Gulf common maz^ 
ket. 

The tariff issue came under 
tile spotli^t again last week 
in foe Omani cafrital Muscat 
during high-level CCC-EU 
talks on how to increase trade 
and investment. 

Head of the EU defection 
Joan Prat said foe — 
wtricb exports goods worth 
about $22 bQlion to the EU 
but still suffers a deficit of 
about $15 bQlion with Europe 
— had to unify its diverging 
tariffi. 

“We axe trying to them 

to be a CDStoms union,” he 
said. 

Duties on most goods 
range from four to 12 per 


cent. Higher duties are 
posed on items such as alco- 
hol and tobacco. 

In August 1994, the UAE 
began enforcing a uniform 
foSTper cent tariff on mo>i 
imports. Until then emirates 
of the seven-member 
tion had set varying tanffs. 
some as low as one per e«.nt. 

“We feel wc have done our 
job, now it is for the 
the states to do theirs. Mr. 
Busit said. 

But some states, suffering 
large budget deficits due to 
low oil prices in the past tew 
years, had come to relv on 
customs duties to bolster flag- 
ging government revenues. 

“Duties generate income 
aiiH have become the major 
income for some countries,' 


he said- 

DcM^itc the hurd|e^ Mr. 
BiBit still optimistic that 
uniform tanffs could cven- 
luallv be achieved. "I feel 
there Mill be a kind of unifica- 
tion in the future." he said. 

The main issues discussed 
in Rivadh were reducing 
docum’emaiion and moving 
to automated customs proce- 
dures. 

“We are kioking for mi- 
form documentation,” Mr. 
Busit said, adding that the 
ll.AE had proposed compute- 
rised customs dealings. 

"Wc want a paperless en- 
vironment,” he added. 

Work by the six Arab Golf 
.•Mates on acommon system of 
goods classification was pro^ 
ressing well, Mr. Busit siia. 


World trade chiefs support regional blocs 


HARROGATE, England 
(R) — Worid trade chiefs 
meeting to set fresh poliqf 
initfotives and iron out 
throny disputes have de- 
cided that regional trade 
alliances do not threaten 
their plans to liberalise 
global commerce flows. 

A sudden proliferation 
of regional blocks seen 
over the past decade 
would help rather than 
hinder multilateral trade 
provided they did^ not 
raise fresh bairiers to the 
outside world, ministers at 
weekend talks of the 
quadrilateral group said. 

But the high-lowered 
meeting in historic Ripley 
Castle rebuffed China's 
bid to join the World 
Trade Organisation 
(WTO) on grounds that it 
still had a long way to go 
before meeting tough 
criteria demanded by the 
world's newest trade dub. 

European Union (EU) 
trade commissioner. Sir 
Leon Brittan, who hosted 
the two days of calks be- 
tween the EU. the United 
States, Japan and Canada, 
word^ the dedsion diplo- 
matically. 

“We are agreed that 
China joining the WTO is 
an Important objective... 
but we foink it was to be 
done on the basis of 


acceptance of fun- 
damental rules of the 
WTO.” he said. 

His American counter- 
part, U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentative Mickey Kantor, 
was far more blunt. 

No major trading nation 
had been 'impressed” by 
Beijing’s offer so far and 
Chin a had to work hard to 
respond to their concerns 
by acting on a “commer- 
dally reasonable basic” he 
said. 

Setting the stage for the 
first ministerial meeting of 
the WTO in Singapore 
next December was a key 
item on the agenda of this 
round of quad talks, which 
take place twice a year. 

Trade offidals said the 
new body, which emerged 
in January from the 
framework of GATT 
(General Agreement for 
Taniffs and Trade) would 
pay close attention to re- 
gional accords, which they 
now see as the best way of 
boosting multilateral com- 
merce. 

“The regional arrange- 
ments... there are around 


69 now... are laboratories 
for change. . . they create a 
basis on which the multi- 
lateral system can grow 
and be enhanced.” Mr. 
Kantor said. 

Sir Brittan agreed. "We 
all take the view that pro- 
vided initiatives of this 
kind consist of lowering 
embargoes internally and 
not raising them to the 
outside world they can be 
a contributory force to the 
liberalisation of world 
trade and not a negative 
one,’’ he said. 

But in bilateral talks on 
the sidelines of the main 
conference, irksome dis- 
putes simmered. 

Alleged U.S. bugging of 
Japanese telephone calls 
in car talks with American 
executives in June was not 
discussed openly. 

But Japanese Trade 
Minister Ryutard Hashi- 
moto said he had let 
Mr.Kantor know he was 
seriously “displeased and 
Japanese officials said pri- 
vately Tokyo may use the 
issue as a bargaining chip 
in future negotiations. 



“I always flush the toilet when you’re 
in the shower. It makes you perkier 
at breakfast!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hbnri Amold and M>li» Ar^xoa 


Unscramble irtese four Jumbles, 
one lener lo each square, to loan 
lour onSnary wools. 
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THE BA3®ALL 
FAN5 ENJCYEP 
.TH15 AT PINNER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
torin the suipnse answer, as sug- 
gested by the atxrve cartoon. 


— -™. ‘cnin’^jcm 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow; 

Jumbies: YOUNG SNORT JABBER FACIAL 
Answer What they thought the judge’s decision 
was ^ JUST 'FINE' 


Peanuts 



Anily Cap 



Miitfn’Jeff 



In their onc-to-one 
meetincs. Mr. Hashimoto 
and Mr. Kantor also failed 
to make headway on a 
recent Fuji-Kodak photo- 
graphic film row and they 
disacreed over whether to 
extend a controversial 
semiconductor pact when 
it expires next July. 

EU officials rejected 
Canada's plea to postpone 
a ban next year on imports 
of fur from animals caught 
in lea-hold traps — a posi- 
tion which also affects ex- 
ports from the United 
States. 

On a more positive 
note, the EU made big 
strides in plans to compen- 
sate its trade partner for 
business lost in the after- 
math of its expansion to 15 
members lastt January. 

HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MON- 
DAY. OCl'OBER Z3. 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer, Carroll Righter 

Astrological Foundation 

'.ARIES: (March 21 lo .April 

19) As the new week bepns 
today, be sure to follow 
through with promises you 
have made to your family and 
close fellow associates. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Handle your routines 
most efficiently and get much 
accomplished during the day- 
time today. Then time time 
to visit with friends and dose 
relatives. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) .Get busy property affairs 
to^y and make sure all is 
going well and if repairs are 
neetted. plan and make them 
as soon as possible. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
23 to July 21) Get an early 
Stan on those personal in- 
terests which can bring you 
fine progress toward you hav- 
ing success in your profes- 
sional and personal life. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) 
Plan the actirities of later 
today quietly in such a way 
which you can have more 
happing and success. Sit 
down with good advisors for 
some strategy. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You are able 
to be more analytical and 
discriminating today. Be sure 
to show good frienfo that you 
truly value their presence in 
your life. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October An early start in 
foe outside world of activity 
today can bring you fine be-, 
nefits. Contact a bigwig who 
can assist you with your ta- 
lents. 

SCORnO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Putting some 
new idea into action aan 
bring fine success at this time. 
If you meet someone of real 
character, plan to cultivate 
this person. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You are 
tuned in to fine people today 
and you can become more 
successful by getting to know 
them better. Any activities 
rttulting from this associa- 
tion can be benefidal. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Try to be more 
understanding of a sensitive 
person and avoid hurt feeling 
as a result of your actions. Be 
careful while involved in your 
career activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Early today 
tackle you career activities 
efficiently and you can 
accomplish a good deal, and 
you will receive great benefits 
as a result of your efforts. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March^ 20) Impress one in 
authority with j?our finest ta- 
lents and get the backing you 
need to complete a new pro 
jea assigned. Take no risks 
where your credit is con- 
cerned. 

Binhsionc of October: Opal 
— Tourmaline 
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Jrodan to propose $292 million transport projects to summit 


By Fkttuesca Cirud 
Sjpeda/ to zfa^ Jordan Times 

A^04AN — The transport 
projects to be propwed by 
tbe Jordanian government at 
the Middle and North 
Africa (MENA) conference, 
due to open in Amman on 
Oct. 29, reflect the expecta- 
tions of a large increase in 
traffic from tourism and busi- 
ness activity , as a result of the 
post-peace region^ integra- 
tion process. 

Hie official list of the 
Jordanian-proposed projects 
to be submitted at the 
MENA summit in the trans- 
port sector is divided into 
four diflerent sections: Roads 
and brieves, sea ports, rail- 
ways and airports. 

In the “airports" section, 
the Aqaba Ihtemational Air- 
port project aims at expand- 
injg and upgrading the alre^y 
existing airport with a new 
passeng^ terminal building, 
installation of a new ra^ 
control system, improvement 
of electromechanical sys- 
tems, aiifield lighting, tele- 
communication and naviga- 
tional aid systems. The esti- 
mated cost of the Aqaba In- 
ternational Airport project is 
S36 million and a feasibility 
study financed by the U.S. 
Trade and Development 
Agency (TDA) will start in 
the secoml half of 1995. 

Jordan and Israel are cur- 
rently studying the possibility 
to harmonise air traffic in 
Eilat and Aqaba internation- 
al airports, to reduce redun- 
dancy and to boost Aqaba 
airport’s regional role. 
Spe^n^ at a syroposinm in 
preparation for the foithcom- 
ing MENA conference, 
Israeli Foiei^ Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said last week that 
a joint Eilat-Aqaba airport is 
one of the best projects to be 
presented at the Amman 
summit. 

According to Awad Tall, 
under-secretaiy of the Minis- 
try of Transport, projects to 
upgra^ and expand Amman 
old airp(M and Queen Alia 
International Airport will 
also be presented at the 
MENA summit 

The section “sea pom" 
includes a S25 million project 
for the construction of a 
multi-purpc^ jetty and a SIO 
million project for a new 100 
metre passenger berth at 
Aqaba port.' According to the 
project presentation released 
by the ^vemment of Jordan, 
by the yw 1998 the port of 
Aqaba will need a new jetty 
to handle exports of cement, 
potash, fertilisers and new 
products, sudb as Dead Sea 
salts and pb<^boric add. A 
new berth, instead, will be 
needed to face the expected 
increase in i»ssenger traffic 
to, from and via Aqaba in the 
new era of peace. 

In tbe “roads and bridges" 
section, the Ministry of ^b- 
lic Works and Hoosing will 
present the ‘^vestem larder 
highway" project, estimated 
to cost a total of over $200 
million. According to Abdul 
Majeed Kabariti, director of 
the Highway Studies Depart- 

CORRECTION 

In a report in the Sunday's 
edition of the Jordan Times 
on an explanation by Central 
Bank Governor Mohammad 
Nabulsi, the paper inadver- 
tently reported that Jordan 
bad accepted a Palestinian 
Authority demand that 
Jordanian commercial banks 
keep 40 per cent of their 
depoats with tbe authority. 
The figure should have re^ 
14 per cent instead of 40 per 
jeaL The paper regrets the 
.•oior. 


..nu- 


... 


liii: 


... •: 

,.i-u •'N''- ‘‘ . .K'"** 

V .... .1 

,,K 

.■‘■■''■'Cl 

i."'i 



. K' 


Trisa selects 
Intermarkets 

“Trisa of Switzeriand", 
the internationally 
renovvned manufacturer 
of toothbrushes and 
hairbrushes since 1887, 
announced the 
appointment of 
Intermaricets 
Advertising to handle its 
total communications 
programme in the Mkktie 
East. 

The appointment was 
the outcome of a review 
that “Trisa” had 
conducted amongst a 
number of advertising 
agencies in Dubai. 
Follovring whhrii six acf 
agencies were 
shortlisted. 

The Trisa appointment 
gives Intermarkets a 
reason to continue 
smiling after having won 
F- Hoffmann - La 
Roche’s Bepanthen, 
Rothmans of Pall Mali 
(inten^a^nai) and Dubsti 
Marine International 
Chib (DMC) during the 
past two months. 


ment at tbe Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing, the pro- 
ject aims at promoting the 
effident flow of goods, ser- 
vices and people between the 
countries of the region in the 
new climate of regional in- 
tegration. 

The “western border hi^- 
way” project consists of four 
sub-probjects: 

— The remaining 12- 
kilometre section of the 26- 
kilometre Irbid-Nortii Shuna 
highway. Tbe Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing 
has already completed a first 
section of the four-lane road 
and is currently working on 
the second section. The new 
highway, whose cost is esti- 
mated at SI9 million and 
whose implementation time 
is estimate at 20 months, 
will provide a link between 
Jordan and northern Israel, 
fadlitating also access to and 
from Mediterranean ports. 

— A new 17-kilometre, 
four-lane Aqaba coastal high- 
way, which will serve the 
traffic to the Saudi border, 
separating commerdal traffic 
from tourist traffic, which 
will be absorbed by the 
already existing coastal high- 
way. lliis project is estimated 
to cost $27 million, designs 
are being prepared by a 1(^ 
consultant and should be 
finished by December 1995. 
Construction time is esti- 
mated at 20 months. 

— Hie Kuforhooda-Damia 
junction highway, designed 
to provide better access to 
Amman and Nablus from the 
Jordan Valley. Hie new four- 
lane hi^way, estimated to 


cost approximately $50 mil- 
lion, mil link Amman, ^t. 
A1 Ghor and Prince Moham- 
mad Bridge and it will play a 
major role in the movement 
of goods and peo{rie between 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
self-rule area. 

— A four-lane, 120- 
kilometre North Shuna- 
South Shuna highway, that 
will not only facilitate the 
traffic between northern and 
southern areas of tbe Jordan 
Valley, but will also intersect 
with all tile access roads to 
the bridges connecting Jor- 
dan, Israel and the raesti- 
nian self-rule area and pro- 
vide a primary link between 
the Jordan Valley and the 
Syrian border. The estimate 
cost for the construction of 
the North Sbuna-South Shu- 
na highway is $106 million, 
while construction time is 
estimated at 36 months. 

Tbe Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing will also 
submit a project to improve 
and standardise road connec- 
tions between Jordan. Israel 
and the Palestinian self-rule 
area throu^ four crosring 
points: Jordan Valley, King 
Hussein Bridge, King Abdul- 
lah Bridge, ranee Moham- 
mad Bri(^. The four bridges 
and their related access roads 
will provide a link between 
Jordan and Haife, Jericho, 
Jerusalem and Nablus. The 
“Jordan River bridges and 
access roads" projects, which 
will cost approximately $48.8 
million, will be financed by 
the government of Jordan 
and by donors in the propor- 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(October 16 -October 20 , 1995 ) 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit depredated sharply against the 
mark last week, while depredating marginally against the 
yen and stabilising against sterling. It ended the week 2.08 
per cent lower against the mark and 0.64 per cent lower 
agaiast the yen. 

The dollar witnessed modest losses against tbe mark and 
the yen Monday, white stabilising against sterling. Reports 
indicting that the dollar retreated despite comments by 
U.S. Deputy Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers that a 
strong dollar is in the interest of tbe United States. The 
dollar was reportoi to have depreciated against tbe mark In 
early trading hours after the Bank of France trimmed its 
overnight interest rate to 7.0 per cent, which triggered 
incteased demand for the mark. 

The U.S. unit continued its depredation against the 
mark and the yen Tuesday, while appredating maiginally 
against sterling. Analysts indicated that continued demand 
for tbe mark, due to dealers' worries about tbe sonndness 
of the French economy, contributed the most to the dollar's 
dedbie. Growing concern alwut whether the White House 
and the Republic-led G>ngre$s would be able to agree on 
means of trimming tbe U.S. budget also weighed on tbe 
dollar. Hie dollar also depredated following the release of 
negative U.S. economic data. U.S. industrial production 
fell by 0.2 per cent in September, compared to a rise of 1.1 
per cent in August, while capadty utilisation slid to 83.8 
per cent from 84.2 per cent in August. 

Hie dollar appredated against other major currencies 
Wednesday, however, due to traders* reaction to the 
release of U.S. balance of payment data. It was revealed 
that the U.S. trade defidt had contracted to $8.82 billion in 
August, from a revised defidt of $11.19 bilUon in July, 
whue analysts bad expected a trade defidt of $11.0 billion. 
Many analysts casted doubts on the rignificant improve- 
ment in the U.S. trade gap in August, however, consider- 
ing that major trading partners, such as Mexico and Japan, 
were witnessing sluggidi economic performance. 

The dollar fell shaprly against the mark Thursday, 
following tbe release of German money supply data, which 
showed an annualised rise of 1.5 per cent in German M3 
during the first nine months of this year, compared to an 
annuSis^ rise of 0.3 per cent during the first eight months. 
Tbe significant rise in the money supply cast doubt on the 
Bundesbank's widely expected monetary easing in the 
short-term. 

Similariy, tbe U.S. unit depredated against the mark and 
the yen at the end of the week, while appredating 
maiginsdly agunst s^ing. Reports indicated that poUtical 
uncertainty in Italy and the announcement of former 
Italian prime minister, Silvio Berlusconi’s party that it will 
oppose the proposed 1996 Italian budget, triggered de- 
mand for the mark. Increased tendon between tiie White 
House and tbe Repnblican-led Congress, concerning the 
U.S. budget, also contributed to the dollar’s decline. 

The U.S. unit, ended the week at 1.3975 marks, 100.33 
yen and a^Sl.5753 to sterling. 
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Central Bank oT Jordan Exebaage Rate Bnlletin 

Date: 


OcubM>21-l99S 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling gpund 


DeutsebeMark 


SvrissFranc 


French FTaoc 


Japanese Yea* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Kran 


ItaSun Lira* 


Belgian Franc 


Bid 


a7ioo 


l.IiSl 


0X074 


0.63IS 


0.1>u3 


0.T071 


U.4532 


0.0M1 


Offer 


0.7120 


1.1207 


(L5099 


0.6246 


0.1430 

Q.7106 


0.4SSS 


0.0443 


'Per 100 


dons of 30 per cent and 70 
per cent reflectively. 

In the “rsahvays” section, 
the Ministry of Transport is 
going to pr^nt a $31 million 
project fdr a 2S-kiIometre 


railway connection from the 
Port of Aqaba to tbe indust- 
rial zone at the Wadi II site, 
main phosphate fertiliser 
complex. Hie project also 
includes a rail link to the 


Eshidya mines and phosphor- 
ic add plants to be built 
the Indo-Jordan Chemicals 
Company (UC), to handle 
forecasted increases in (Aos- 
phate production. 
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ATTABOnP CONST. KATBRIAL MANDFACTURZUC 

TBE JORDAX CEKERT FACtOUSS 

JORDIA8 PBOSPBACB HJME8 

THE ARAB MTB6B 

JORDAN FfetKREUM REFIRART 

TBE JOiOAM VORSTED MILLS 
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THE FOBLXe HIRING 
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ZHTEMIESZAIS PHTRO CHSKICAL INDOSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCEHOOL ZNDOSTATNS 
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Td A viv Flights next month 

te'tr DIRECT FLIGHTS between Queen .Alia Imernation- 
al Airport and Ben Giirion Airport in Tel A\iv will begin 
by mid November 1S)95 when an Arab Wings plane starts 
regular five-flights a week to tbe Israeli airport. El Al will 
also be making five-flights per week to Amman. It is 
expected that flights will be extended to Aqaba, Haifa and 
other Israeli dties (Al Dustour). 

Zsradi cii5lojns exemption for Jordan goods 

"frir ISRAEL WILL give Jordanian products customs 
reductions between 20 per cent and 100 per cent while 
Jordan will give Israeli products a 10 per cent customs 
reduction, according to the trade and economic coopera- 
tion agreement to be signed between Jordan and Israel in 
the coming few days. The trade protocol supplementing the 
agreement classifies the Jordanian products into three 
categories: tbe first enjoying total exemption from Israeli 
customs, the second benefitting from a 50 per cent customs 
reduction and the third receiving customs reduction of ^ 
per cent. Israeli products will be given an e.xtra five per cent 
customs production at the start of the third year from the 
day the agreement goes into effect (Al Dustour). 

Directories of industries issued 

THE AMMAN CHAMBER of Industry issued a 
new 1995-1996 directory of Jordan industries. Hie direc- 
tory includes the names of all industrial institutions in the 
Kingdom and the types of products manufactured in 
addition to historical information about the development of 
the Jordanian industry. The chamber also issued a booklet 
containing comprehensive data and facts about the King- 
dom's economic and social aspects covering industry, 
education, health, labour as well as other subjects related 
to investment. Furthermore, the chamber is cooperating 
with the Industrial Development Bank to present the 
participants at the Amman economic summir with another 
booklet giving classified statistics about the Jordanian 
industry (Al Ra’i). 

Shipping company pians to buy more vessels 

NATIONAL SHIPPING Lines Company (NSLC) 
General Manager Yaser Al Tal sees the reduction in 
loading, unloa£ng and storage fees at ^aba port as 
practical measures to activate the shipping traffic .Tnd 
increase the port's handling volume. He said that an 
agreement with the Suez Canal Authority to reduce transit 
fees for ships heading to Aqaba would also help brake a 
possible recession as a result of caning (Israeli) pans on 
tbe Mediterranean. Mr. Tal explained that the measures to 
encourage vessels coming from Europe to Aqaba pon 
would reduce shipping costs by $80,000. The NSLC chief 
said his company has trough! tw'o vessels this year, one from 
J^T^ and the other from Greece, with 'the financing 
coming from me Jeddah-based Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB). He added that NS1.C seeks to expand its fleet with 
IDB financing by adding two vessels for bulk transpon. 
(Al Ra’i). 




Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
;bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 


A SECURE U 

Hotel ^ 
SwelftyeN 




I.O.TEL 

'SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
L&aYI 

1 aijfc ^ AjSjU 

86M44 - 816eSO 


^ Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 




SIVMO 

Profes si oml 
I Hour Service 

Develop yonr ci4oiir fihn at 
our sb^ and get:- 

• JUMBO phmtm 
aim SB% 


Bfmm mmiaeo^ 
20x30 am 


Bank. Pbooe: 
Swefieb td: 823891 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

,The Best Coolong, 
Be^ Service, 

Best Atmosphere 'in Amman 
D&r Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytijns^ 
Housing &tate ' 
Open from: 

12 noon • 300 amt, 
8:30 - 1100 MIL 


iSkAtVABEt 


KAlESTAIt 


JPX>R RENT' 


Deluxe VtOos 
& 4 ^partmen£s 
inAmman 


Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 





Quality Furnished Suites 


One and T\wo Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rales For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


SP 


81KHW#iN BARPENi 
CHINES RSmOlUUlT 


Ms amor mIbMe 

AMne.seMf 

Ub (MaiaA OnoMiBlB 0 mm 


'Si 


joLtmm 
iacclesM AhMgsuMd 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 



iilib 




For Res. 312997 - 814113 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


ChudU^ 


..«INSIC 


:«6Kn.v 






Tel. 680093 


AVIS RENTACAR 


RENT A PHONE 

when vou pith 
up \our hev> 






iiilir 


\^ e li % hat tliT 


Tel. 699420 


DOLLAR 


RgNTA CAR 



Abdoun - Tel ! 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

TeL693m 


Mallt'ik'i.' \. .ikli.r.'i ''nils 

Francesco 

smalto 

Paris 


Louis Feraud - Am-ra 
Commercial Center GF. 
Um-U!li 2 :na- Tel: 664721 


For Rent 


Deluxe Furnished ^ 

c e 

cand Unfurnished S. 

w 

i^Villas apartments ^ 

land office Space 1 

sc a 

^To Suitall Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


fl A N A N I A 

ochnica! 
®IETAL WORK* 

SiqipUevs oTh^bi 

quality wel ding 

riectrodes, fluxes, 
and accessories. 
Mbwb oapedaleod 
n^equlppmd 
we eUan fSr 
mcMeneiKe. 

F» Kb. 750208-78780 
T61 No. 7502M-787ra0 
Ufafar Am Ih. 0 7 M 4 S ) 8 

CanllbucKSUER BUftRU 



^hoz 


* European Steaks & Chicken 

* Middle Eastern GrtBs 

•ptaa&Snacte HWOr 

‘Hamburgers 'MORE 

‘Maz% Salads 

‘ Aigeia 

_ _ PAYEI6 

T©l: 642830 

Jabal Afflinan. 3r0 Cveie 

FROM 


; TEL 758180 

uftnoFRCE 60S84S-e9n57 
RADIO a TV STATION RD. 


jimior 

MaxMara 

SPORTM^ 

Sandra 

Boutique 

JtN'daii Insurance Bldg. 
Third Circle 


5cMfi3 


M 




^ Contm Ouf 

^vea ^mcini 
Jjmch &r dinner 
MaU^mman 
TaT654201‘ 654500 










£^■223 






Sibenki Oefl) of Lille fights for the ball with Metz Soi^ of Metz doring French soccer championships at 
Grimooprez Jooris Stadium in Lille (Reuters photo) 


Two colls roughhoose in the stable before taking their turns in the Arabian horse ebampionsbips (AFPP**®*®) 


Cairo horse championships provide 
showcase for Arab thoroughbreds 


CAIRO (AFP) — Horse en- 
thusiasts from all over the 
worid travelled to a form on 
the outskirts of Cairo this 
weekend to pay a tribute to 
the leading experts in the art 
of raising Arab thorough* 
breds, the world's oldest 
breed. 

The A1 Zahraa govern- 
ment stud farm, 20 
kilometres from the dty cen- 
tre, is considered the fines^ 
breeding ground for Arabian 
horses in the world but ack- 
nowledges it now has com- 
petition from a growing num- 
ber of others. 

It played host this weekend 
to more than 500 visitors 
watching Egypt's second 
Arabian Horse Cham-, 
pionships, including repre- 
sentatives frt)m at least 30 of 
the 120 private stud farms 
dial now exist in Egypt. 

More than 150 horses took 
part in die chai^onships, 
which started on Friday and 
ended on Sunday. 

**Widi 350 horses, we are 
the premier stud farm in the 
world for quality," said A1 


Zahraa's director, Khalil 
Suleiman. But he added: 
‘The growth of private farms 
in Egypt over the past 10 
years has incFeased competi- 
tion so we created this ebam- 
pion^p last year." 

Judges from Egypt. 
France, Italy and Switzeriand 
were there to class each con- 
testing horse, examining their 
legs, appearance, and above 
all their heads with their 
characteristic prominent 
cheeks and proud eyes. 

Cfaristiane Ctaazel, the 
French judge, raises horses 
near Montpellier in the south 
of France and has a dozen 
Egrotian Arab thorough- 
br^. “The most beautifril 
Arab horses in the worid are 
here," ^e said. 

“It's the only Arab country 
in the world that knows how . 
to. preserve the very pure 
lines." 


champion, has bred horses 
near Cairo for 30 years. 

"Tbe Arab horse has never 
been cross-bred. It has an 
inner beauty," she said. 

Ihe tradition of breeding 
in Egypt dates back to 1842,. 
when ^edive Abbas, the 
Turkish viceroy in the coun-' 
try, scoured the Arabian 
Peninsula and brought back 
the finest ^dmens from the 
desert. 


Despite hardships and a 
bout of equestrian plague, 
enough to horses snrviv^ to 
perpetuate the lines. Al 
Zahraa has housed stables 
since 1928. 

Today, it counts among its 
frequent foreign visitors 
wealthy Arab princes from 
the Gulf who come willing to 
pay dearly for the “sons of 
the wind" that their families 
used to breed. 


The championship was 
started last ^ar by Dany 
Barbaiy, an Egyptian trained 
at Saumor in France. Bar- 
bary, a former equestrian 


Oil wealth made them 
forget tbe mounts whose 
pedigrees used to be redt^ 
off by heart by their ances- 
tors, who dedicated poems to 
their noble horses. 


“The Egyptian Arab 
horse is very exclusive. There 
were very few sales until the 
revolution (led by Nasser in 
1952)," said Abdelfaay AI 
Shishini, the Egyptiw judge. 

lliese days Al Zahraa sells 
70 horses a year, including 25 
that go abroad for around 
^50,000 each, according to 
Suleiman. For some horses, 
however, prices can rocket. 
Some Qataris offered a mil- 
lion dollars for Adi, son of 
Ikhnatoon, the former prize 
stallion at the frum, but Al 
Zahraa refused to sell be- 
cause it did not want to lose 
the line. 

A private stable might 
have sold but there was no 
pressure at Al Zahraa be- 
cause of state backing. 

On the other hand, howev- 
er, the government's involve- 
ment means horses from Al 
Zahraa are used for other 
purpo^: Egypt gave Russia 
a stallion after the construc- 
tion of the Aswan dam and 
another was git^n to France, 
although that died last year. 


14-year-old becomes youngest to conquer Himalayan peak 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
Three Americans, induding a 
14-year-old boy, and a Bri^ 
climber have scaled the 
6,812-metre Mount Ama 
Dablam via the sooth east 
ridge route, without using 
bo&ed cn^gen, the Nep^ese 
Tourism Ministry officially 
announced Sunday. 

The dimbeis included Tta- 


vis Spitzer, 24, mountain 
guide from Colorado, Robert 
Manthy, 32, engineer of Tuc- 
son, Arizona, Mart Pfetzer, a 
14-year-old schoolboy from 
: Middle Town, Rhode Island, 
and Alan Burgees, 47, travel 
agent of Holmfrrth, England. 


Himalayan peak in Nepal, 
the official source said. 

The four, with their local 
mountain guides, made their 
final summit bid on Oct. 18 
from a camp pitdied at 6,300 
metres. 


Man is the youngest clim- 
ber so far to tackle a tough 


‘The summiteers, accom- 
panied by two Nepalese 
mountain guides Samden 


Bhote, 38 and Phuipurida 
Bhote, 28, reached the peak 
of Ama Dablam via the tedi- 
nically difficult south east 
ridge route after five hour’s 
arduous eSmb without the aid 
of artificial air," a tourism 
ministry official said. 

Ama Dablam lies near the 
8,848-metre Mount Everest, 
the woritTs highest peak. 


Rangers manager 
pays tribute to fans 


GLASGOW (R) -- Rangers 
manager Walter Smith sa- 
luted his dub's fans after 
their biggest crowd of the 
season saw the Scottish 
champions tr>' to blot out the 
memor}' of their Midweek 
champions' league mauling 
by Juvemus. 

' A crowd of 45.155 turned 
up to see Rangers beat Hfaris 
4-1 at Ibrox and so six points 
clear at the top of the premier 
division. 

A second minute goal from 
Paul Gascoigne, back after 
missing three matches 
through injury, two from 
Russian striker'OIeg Salenko 
and another from Cordon 
Durie gave Rangers the 
points as Hfaris replied 
through John Millar. 

“The fens have been turn- 
ing up in huge numbers over 
recent years and it was great 
to see them behind us after 


the Midweek disappoint- 
ment." said Smith. 

“I thought it was important 
for us to start well and we did 
that when Paul Gaserngne 
scored so early. !t*s been a 
difficult few days after Juven- 
tus but we recovered well." 

Second-placed Celtic, play- 
ing less than 48 hours after 
their l-O defeat by Paris St. 
Germain in the European 
Cup Winners' Cup, drew 0-0 
at Kilmarnock. 

But third-placed Aberdeen 
closed the gap from four to 
two points after their 3-0- 
home win over Partick This- 
tle. 

At the other end of the 
table, Falkirk won for the 
first time this season. Paul 
McGrillen scored in the 44th 
minute to give them a 1-0 win 
over Rai± Rovers, who lost 
in the UEFA Cup to Bayern 
Munich in Midweek. 


Atletico Madrid extends lead 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — A 
lone second-period goal from 
Argentine midfielder Diego 
Pablo Simeone was all 
league-leader Atletico Mad- 
rid needed Saturday night at 
Valladolid to remain undefe- 
ated at the top of the Spanish 
first division. 

Simeone took aim one 
metre in front of Valladolid 
goalkeeper Cesar Sanchez, 
who blodced the Argentine's 
first shot but couldn't deflect 
the rebound in Simeone cen- 
tred into the net in the 52nd 
minute for his fifth goal of the 
season. 

Atletico, a side that 
finished 14th last season and 
hasn’t won a league title since 
1977, now has 25 points — 
five ahead of No. 2 Barcelona 
— going into Sunday's re- 


which is 8-1-0 after nine 
rounds. 

Valladolid, No. 11 with a 
2-3-4 record, played a largely 
defensive game through the 
first half. 


Atletico players mounted 
six scoring o^^rtunities be- 
fore Simeone's goal, includ- 
ing a straight-on blast by 
Francisco “Kiko" Narvaez 
blocked by Sanchez late in 
the first half. 

Both teams went down to 
10 men during the second 
period as Valladolid defender 
Ramon Gonzalez got his 
second yellow card of the 
game and Atletico's Narvaez 
was shown a red card in the 
7Sth minute. 


mmmng games. 
uiinE cfa 


Defending champion Real 
Madrid was 14 points back 
ahead of its match Sunday 
against Tenerife. 

No host team has scored 
this season against Atletico. 


Atletico defender Roberto 
Solozabal saved what looked 
like a certain Valladolid 
equaliser in the closing mi- 
nutes by heading a threaten- 
ing shot over the post when 
Atletico goalkeeper Jose 
.Francisco Molina was caught 
at the edge of the area. 


Jordan Times 


Tel 


699634 


Dutch PS V slam 7 
past FC Groningen 


AMSTERDAM (R) — PSV 


Eindhoven si»ped up the 
Dutch 

1 Aj5 

with a 7-1 demolition of mid- 


pressure on butch league 
leaders Ajax Amsterdam 


ter striker Rene Eijkclkamp, 
replacement for Ronaldo, 
opened the score in the lilth 
minute with a header. 


tdble Groningen on Satu^ 
day. 

The sionnif^ victory fol- 
lowed a sparkling 5-3 success 
over Leeds United in the 
UEFA Cup second round 
first leg on Tuesday. Both 
results were achieved without 
Brazilian star Ronaldo, who 
is recovering from an ankle 
injury. 

Saturday's win was PSV's 
eighth of the season and took 
them within two points of 
unbeaten Ajax, who have 
one game in hand. 

PSV midfielder Boudewijn 
Zenden, normally a substi- 
tute, snatched a hat-trick af- 


Groningen equalised 


cqua 

through stnker Edwin de 
Kruyn in the 24th minute but 
10 minutes later Zenden 
scored his first goal, inter- 
cepting a pass from midfiel- 
der Mareiano Vink. 

PSV returned from the 
break fired up and within 
three minutes ^nden made 
it 3-1. 


Six minutes later Belgian 
international Luc Nilis added 
a fourth. Zenden scored his 
third in the 64th minute. Nilis 
claimed his second in the 64th 
and midfielder Boudewijn 
Pahlplatz rounded off the 
rout in the final minute. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAHHmSCH 

ei 8 M THMIi IMdM SWlMnt Iw 


SET PARTNER STRAIGHT 


Nortb'South rulnerable. South 
.deals. 


NOmH 

A652 

OlO 

CAK9S658 

«t02 

WEST EAST 

aAQIOS *J98 

OJ8742 OK6S 

OVoid 0Q42 

+ 8653 +QJ97- 

SOUTH 
+ K74 
OAQ95 
0 J107 
+ AK4 


Thefaiddixig: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
INT Pan SNT Pnt 
Pbm Pbm 


Opecing lead: Four of 9 
There is oae remarkable dilTer- 
ence in the «ay a novice and an 
expert play th^ carda. The new. 
ctmer to the gome tends to take *pot 
iu^' contributing the card that te 
nearest to tbe thuxob when not win- 


ning a tridc. and olten not taking a 
tridt with the lowest of touching 


carda, thua leaving partner to gueaa 
what la going on, The ea^ert inea to 
moke every card tell a story to 
guide partner to the winning 
de&nae. 


Note North's raise to three no 
trump. With a hand that surely 
must iRoduce six or seven tricka for 
partner, three no trump should be a 
cakewdk wbile there might not be 
the values to atretdi to 1 1 tricks at 
a diamond contract. 

West led a low heart, covered by 
the ten and king and won by the 
ace. Next came the jack of dia- 
nKxida, and it is here that one con 
gauge the caliber of the West 
defewr. 

Some players would discard a low 
club but, on winning the queen 
after dedarer plays low from dum- 
my, East cannot possibly know that 
it ia vital to shift to apa^e to defeat 
tbe con tract. Mne than likefy East 
will persist with a heart, and 
declarer will wrap up 10 tridu. 

Among those Wests who realire 
that a spade shift is more attroeiire 
are a group who would signal mih 
the ten of spades. That will have 
the desired efleet. and the defend- 
ers will rake in three c^a^ tneks to 
go with their diamond, holding 
declarer to nine tricks. 

The expert solves the problem 
neatly by discarding the jack of| 
hearts! That tells partner not to 
continue hearts, but to shift to the 
higher-ranking of the other aiuts, or 
spades. lA low heart discard would 
aak for a club awiteh.) Now the 
defenders con take four spades and 
a diamond for a one.trick set. 



CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA 1^1:699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 1 

TEL: 625155 


Jean Reno, 
Natalie Portman 
& Gary Oldman'... in 

Leon 

‘The Professional” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Andrew McCarthy 
& Jonathan Silverman 
in 

Weekend At 
Bernies 
Part II 

ShcMis : 12:30, 3:30, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “1" 

Adel Imam 6c Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6. 8:15, 10:45 
CONCORD "2” 
Arnold Schwartzeneger..in 

Conan The Barbarian 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15. 10:15 

MUSA HUAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hr Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 

Presents 

“Peace Oh Peace” 

in English evexy Saturday 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation icall 625155 
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Sports 


Metz held in check but stay unbeaten 


PARIS (R) — French league 
leaders Metz extended their 
unbeaten run to 14 matches 
on Saturday and stayed three 
points deaf at the top despite 
a disappointing 04 draw 
away to lowly Lille. 

Tlie leaders, who had won 
their last five games, lacked 
the punch and enterprise they 
had been showing this season 
to emerge as surprise pace- 
setters and came close to 
losing to Lille, second to bot- 
tom of the table. 

But second-placed Lens 


felled to make op ground 
e\'en though they took the 
lead in St. Etienne with a 
goal on the hour from Christ- 
ophe Delmotte. 

St. Etienne fought back 
and Fabrice Manucci grabbed 
the equaliser in a l-I draw 10 
minutes later. 

Metz lead the table on 32 
points with Lens on 29. They 
are followed by Auxerre and 
Paris St. Germain, who meet 
each other at the Parc des 
Princes on Sunday, on 25 
points. 


It was a dreafv night of 
French soccer with only I-** 
goals in nine matches, .sesen 
of which ended in draws. 

The only winners were, 
appropriately enough, on the 
Riviera, where risk-taking 
and wagers arc a way of life. 

Monaco came from behind 
to beat Montpellier 3-1 with 
goals from Enzo Safo. Thier- 
ry Henry and Sonny .Ander- 
son and Nice beat Martigues 

1-0. . , u 

The other Riviera club 
Cannes, who lie at the foot of 


the table, dul 

from Oueuenon with a M 
draw after pl.ivtng for so nii. 
nuies will! 

Dutch Stopper .NddiCk Kwt 
W.IS sent off e-trl> Ihe 

came. ^ . 

Ch;»mpion> who 

have not won at Nmie sinec 
Aucust. kept tip their 
stranstelv indecisive run wilh 
■\ fifth ' consecutive league 
draw at their Bo.mjoire bu- 
dium. this time a I**!' be with 
Lyon. runners-«r I-*’'* >'var 
but ailing this se.isoii. 
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Schumacher set to j oin the greats 


AIDA, Japan (R) — Four 
yeare after his stunning en- 
tiy into fonnula one motor 
racing, Michael Schu- 
macher on Sunday joined 
the pantheon of his sport’s 
double world champions. 

By winning the Pacific 
Grand Prix in his Benetton 
the 26-year-old German se- 
cured hb second successive 
.diivers’ title. 

He now joins such legen- 
dary racing heroes as Italy's 
Aigerto Ascari, Briton 
Gruam Hill — father of 
his closest rival Damon Hill 
— another Briton, Jim 
Clark, and BrazDian Emer- 
son intofaldi as a double 
winner of motor racing’s 
greatest prize. 

Ahead of him now lie 
even more famous achiev- 
ers as five-times cham- 
jnon Juan-Manuel Fangio 
of Argentina, Frenchman 
Alain Prost, who won the 
title four times and five 
men who have lifted it 
diree times — Australian 
Jack Brabham, Briton 
Jackie Stewart, Austrian 
Niki Lauda and Brazilians 
Nelson Piquet and Ayrton 
Senna. 

But for Schumacher the 
biggest challenge is not to 
overhaul the men who have 
won the title more often 
but to surpass Frost’s all- 
dme recoil of 51 Grand 
Prix victories. At his age he 
has the years ahead to 
mount a serious chaJlet^ 
once be has joined Ferrari 
next season. 

**To win diampionships 
is not the way I see it,*' said 
Schumacher, who had 
needed only three points 
on Sunday to sew up the 
1995 tide but went aU out 
to collect his 18th Grand 
Prix win. 


“I like to uin races and 
as many ‘races as possible. 
The championships will 
come with them. To be 
honest, 1 am more in- 
terested in Frost’s record of 
51 wins than in the number 
of championships." 

For Schumacher, whose 
simple approach to life has 
been one of his greatest 
strengths, the next race is 
always the most important. 

"T never set targets or 
make too many plans.” he 
said. ‘T like to race to 
live by my instincts as much 
as I can. It has always 
worked for me so far.” 

The son of a provincial 
bricklayer from the rural 
north-German flatlands 
west of Cologne. &hu- 
macher is a man of cin ghiar 
amritoQs whose life has re- 
volved around motor rac- 
ing since he was only four 
years old. 

That was his when he 
crashed into a lamp-post on 
a pavement wldle driving 
his first motorised kart near 
his Fariy ftimily home at 
Kerpen and was told by his 
parents that he would have 
to go to the local kart track 
in future. 

It was the start of an 
extraordinary career in 
motor racing which saw 
him move from one success 
to another on a route 
through the German and 
world karting cham- 
pionships, Fonnula ^nis, 
Formual Ford, Formula 
Three and the World 
Sportscar Championship 
with Mercedes-Benz on hs 
way to the top. 

As he progF^ed, he de- 
veloped extraordinary 
meutal and physic^ fitness 
levels «4iich have set new 
staudards in the sport. 


Chang wins Beijing 
tournament 


BEUING (R) — Amer- 
ican top seed Michael 
Chang comfortably won 
die Salem Open tennis 
tonmaineiit on. Sunday. 

It was the third succes- 
rive Salem Open title for 
Cbang, the crowd 
favourite, and be picked 
up a diampion’s purse of 
S43.000. 

Fnrlan gave Chang a 
scare in the first set when 
be broke his serve but 
Qiang broke back and 
took control again. 

It was plain sailing in 
the second set, with 
Chang’s strong serving 


and powerful ground- 
strokes proving too much 
for the Italian in ftont of a 
raucous crowd of 2.000 
people. • 

After the. pte^ntarioa, 
the crowd shouted for" 
Chang to address them in 
Chinese which he cfid to 
loud cheers, thanking the 
fans for their support. He 
repeated the thanks in 
English. 

Chang, ranked fifth in 
the world, is the son of 
Taiwanese emigrants and 
is hugely popular in Chi- 
na. 
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Sweden’s Stefan Edberg holds aloft the Hong K<mg 
tMinig rfiampioprfiipB tTophy oftCT defeating Italy’s 
Andrea Gandeazi. Ddieiiduig champion Edb^ won 
6-1, 7-6 and a U.S. $220,000 winners cheque 
(Rratos photo) 

Edberg wins 
Hong Kong meet 


hong KONG (AFP) — 
S^^cden’s Staf an Eaberg won 
ff first tournament in nearly 
flO months' when he best Ita- 
Vs Andrea Gandenzi 6-3, 
^1, 7-6 (7/3) in the final of 
^ Mvlboro Hong Kong 
^^‘^^onships here Sunday. 

The 29-year-old Swede, 
r, ^ho admitted earlier this 
^k he was no longer at the 
^ top. played some of his best 
tomis to pick up the S220.000 
prize. 


The former world number 
one, who Last won in Qatar in 
early January, is now looking 
forward to a tough series of 
indoor tournaments in 
Europe. 

"I elt in the last two days 1 
played some great tennis,” 
said Edberg, now rank^ 2i 
in the world. 

Edb^rg'sa next event is the 
S2 million tournament in 
Essen. Germany. 


His fellow German driv- 
er Heinz-Harald Frentzen, 
now with Sauber, was a 
team mate in the Mercedes 
junior team in 1990 and 
recalled one illuminating 
inddent. 

Frentzen said: “Michael 
and I went for a fitness test 
together in Austria and be 
was driving on snow- 
covered roads. He drove 
very fast and when we ar- 
rhr^ at the dinic and had 
our pulses taken, it was 
amaang. 

‘*Mine was about 120 or 
something and they asked 
me if I was all ri^ and I 
said I was just a little over- 
excited... but Michael’s 
was only normal, about 60 
or 70 or something. It was 
absolutely fantastic, unbe- 
lievable.” 

Schumacher was a dose 
friend of Frentzen at that 
time but in IS^l the pair 
fell out after Frentzen's 
then-girlfriend Corinna 
Bescfa left him and, after a 
short period, switched alle- 
giance to Schumacher. She 
is now his wife. 

Another man whose 
judgement of ‘Schumacher 
has changed in recent years 
is Austrian veteran 
Geriiard Berger. He said: 
“At first I thought he was a 
good driver but nothing 
more. But this year he has 
proved he is a truely great 
driver. He is a fine 
pion.” 

This season, Sdiumacher 
has shaken off the con- 
troversy of 1994, when his 
title success came amid 
acrimony and suspensions, 
to deliver a series of mature 
and exhilarating perform- 
ances. 

His victory in the Euro- 


pean Grand Prix at the 
Nuerburgring in Germany 
was universldly hailing as 
bis greatest but tbongh he 
agr^ with that he said 
that it was only one of four 
triumphs he dierished this 
season. 

The others — his wins at 
Monaco, Hockenheim and 
Spa-Fsancorchamps — 
were in his view just as 
spedal for him in a season 
when everything has gone 
his way. 

“It has been an enjoy- 
able and spedal season for 
me,” he said. “We have 
had some great radng and I 
have had terrifie support 
from the Benetton team.” 

Schumacher does not in- 
tend to rest on his laurels 
after sealing his second ti- 
tle. He hopes to lead Be- 
netton to further ^ry and 
success in the Constructors* 
Championship in the 
Japanese and Australian 
Grands Prix before starting 
his career with Ferrari on 
his return to Europe, five 
days after radng in Ade- 
laide. 

His concentration and his 
intensity have been re- 
markable for such a young 
driver in the four years 
rinoe he joined Jordan for 
his d&ut at the 1991 Mi- 
gran Grand Prix. 

He attributes that to his 
personal application to fit- 
ness and self-control and an 
ability to escape to relaxa- 
tions such as television and 
dnema whenever he can. 

Asked in a recent inter- 
view which country and 
century he would belong to 
by choice, be offered an 
unexpected reply when he 
*said: “Scotland in the 14th 
century. I adore movies 
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Fmmnila One world diaminon Michad Schumacher 
of Germany steMS his Benetton through a turn on his 
way to winning the Pacific Grand I^ix at the Aida 
drcuit. Schamacher retained his world title by 



winning the 83-lap race, with Great Britmn’s David 
Conlclmrd placing second and Damon Hill third in 
their Williams (Reuters photo) 


like Highlander and 
Braveh'eart which are 
based in Scotland. 

“The landscape looks 
beautiftil — so bleak and 


stark. The place must have 
been at its best way back in 
history before there were 
any cars around to ruin the 
tranquility.” 


For a man who has just 
won his second world title 
as the world's fastest driv- 
er, it was the most unlikely 
answer. Yet it was evidence 


of the new, maturing Schu- 
macher — who should have 
the motor racing world at 
his feet, if not in his hands, 
again next season. 



Michael Cbang 


Furnished FfetsJFo^^ 

Each flat has 3 bedrooms + living + 
dining & bathrooms with ..satellite 
system and lift. 

For more Information: tel. 863265, 07925047 


UNFURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 
One floor, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon 
and living room. Total area 220 sq.m., 
basement 60 sq.m., land and garden 1000 
sq.m., garage for 3 cars in Rabieh area. 
Annual rent JD 7,000. 

For more information please call 623725 


AbdounArea 

700 -square -metre villa 
For rent or sale 

819965 or 670384 


ALSALAM INVESTMENT CO,, 

TEL ; tiSOrsO . FAX ; 690953 

AMMAN - JORDAN 

We are a newly established Holding Company, offering an excellent career 
opportunity for a self motivated, enthusiastic, professional executive 
secretary with the following qualificatioris: 

1- Holding a university degree or equivalent. 

2- Minimum of three years working experience. 

3- Excellent command of written and spoken Arabic and 
English. 

(knowledge in any other language will be considered) 

4- Excellent skills and vast knowledge in using related 
computer software packages.' 

5- Office administration skills. 

Qualified candidates are kindly requested to fax their C.V. to our offices. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe, furnished or unfurnished building 
suitable for embassy, diplomatic mission' or 
big companies. Located in Al Rabia in a very 
beaiutiful area. 

Tel: 836700 


FURNISHED LUXURIOUS APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Located in the best area of Swe'rfieh, near the Orthodox 
Church, No. 9 Amin El Momany St Each consists of 3 
bedrooms and utilities, independent heating and 
telephone. Rent annual, monthly, weeldy, or any period. 
For more infbnn^n call 818092, 827349, 642072 


THE WORLD OF DECORATION 

We accomplish the following: 

1. Cleaning drinking water wells and water tanks. 

2. Painting and el^rical contractors. 

3. Central heating maintenance. 

4. Aluminium, shutters maintenance, tiles and marble polishing. 

5. Designing the gardens and selling plants and soil. 

For rilfas arul palaces owners; ba^ue, nrepiace and waterfalls 
works. 

Please contact Tel.: 861409 Amman. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

* Brand new, spacious 335 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 
centrally air-conditioned, with telephone. 

* Two bedrooms, neat, quiet area. 

Location: Umm Al Summaq. 

Call owner: 829861 a.m., 828C99 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, overlooking a garden, having two 
bedrooms, living room, dining room, well- 
equipped kitchen, two bathrooms, separate 
central heating, separate 'entrance, telephone. 
T.V., video and new modem furniture. 

Please call: 606947, Fax: 686539 


Jabel Amman, 5th circle, rabia 
area, unfurnished flat , first floor.separate 
entrance, living, dinning, kitchen, 
4bed-rooms ,3bathrooms, veranda over 
looking garden. 

If interested pis, call 674405 





JORDAN PHOSPHATE 
COLTD 


SARS1LMAZ 


Over - Under Guns 


Jordan Times 
TeL 699634 


O All Parts Are Chrome Plated 
O Double Or Sin0le Trigger 
0 Quality Blued Finish 
O Stocks & Fore - Ends Are Made From 
Carefully Selected Turkish Walnut 
C Mads In Turkey Since 1880 

( FQkM0BElNF0BM4T10HFi£ASECAIL: 


The Exclusive Dealer 
The Jordan Cartridges Manu., Co . 
irbed Tel & Fax ( 02 ) 272072 ( Attn : Kamal ) 
Also Available At : Gun House Tel ( 06 ) 630996 
( Attn ) : Ismaeel : Or The Gun Stores Down Town. 


Reannounces the invitation to tender 
No.: 36F/95 

JPMC reannounces the invitation to bid No. 
36F/95 for the supply of;- 

Modification of phosphate rock handling 
system by replacing four conveyor belts 
with two tubular type conveyor belts at 
fertiliser complex/Aqaba. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Monday Oct. 30, 1995. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD 
(15) for each set of tender documents 
The closing date of submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Wednesday, Nov. 15, 1995. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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Zeroual calls off 


talks with Chirac 


PARIS (APJ — The presi- 
dents of France and Algeria 
on Sunday abruptly cancelled 
a planned meeting in New 
York that had stirm threats 
from radicals. 

President Jacques Chirac 
of France and his Algerian 
counterpart. Liamine 
Zeroual, had planned to 
' meet Sunday or Monday 
alongside ceremonies mark- 
ing the 50ih anniversary of 
the United Nations. 

But Mr. Zeroual decided 
to back out of the summit, 
Algerian radio said, citing 
official government sources. 
No reason was given, but 
tensions had soar^ in both 
countries after Mr. Chirac 
announced plans to meet Mr. 
Chirac. 

Mr. Chirac and Mr. 
Zeroual were said to be both 
staying in New York's Hotel 
Continental on adjacent 
floors. Mr. Chirac later said 
Mr. Zeroual has asked for a 
“postponement." raising the 
possiUlity that the two lead- 
ers might meet at another 
time. 

The planned meeting had 
outraged militants ti^ng to 
topple Algeria’s military- 
installed government. They 
say it as a sign of Fren^ 
support for Mr. Zeroual’s 
administration and his can- 
didacy in presidential elec- 
tions next month. 

“Zeroual-Chirac meeting 
at Kgb Risk," the Sunday 
newspaper le Journal du 
Dimanche blared in a front- 
page headline. 

Fearing another attack 
protesting the planed sum- 
mit, police and k)ldiers on 
Sunday rode shotgun on sub- 
ways and patrolled public 
squares around Paris. 

The police presence was 
palpable Sunday in the' 
French capital, where 2J00 
more troops were mobilised 
on Saturday, pushing the 


nationwide total to 32.000. 

At one Paris subway stop, 
gendarmes crouched to check 
under a bench, the muzzles of 
their submachine guns scrap- 
ping the pavement: 

'The summit was to be held 
privately amid tight security 
sometime Sunday or Mon- 
day. It would have been the 
first since December 1990. 
when former President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand of France 
hosted a meeting in Paris 
wiht ex-President Chadli 
iBendjedid of AJ^ria. 

Violence has increased in 
Algeria with the approach of 
the Nov. 16 first round of 
presidential balloting, (see 
page 2). 

More than 30,0(X) pMple 
have died in Algeria in an 
Islamic insurgency that began 
in January 1992, when the 
^vemment cancelled elec- 
tions that Muslim fun- 
damentalists were winning. 

In France, the militant 
Armed Islamic Group of 
Algeria has claimed responsi- 
bility for a wave of eight 
bombings or attempted 
bombings that have lolled 
seven people and wounded 
160 since mid-summer. 

The group has said it is 
punishing France for interfer- 
ing in Algeria's domestic 
affairs, and because Mr. 
Chirac has ignored its call to 
submit to Islam. 

The summit plans had stir- 
red anger oh both ends of the 
political spectrum in France. 

“It isn’t good." said Fran- 
cois Hollande, spokesman for 
the Socialist Party. 

Bruno Mergret, a leader of 
France's extreme-rightist 
National Front, criticis^ Mr. 
Chirac for planning a meeting 
he called **a major political 
mistake." 

“It imports the confiia on 
our soil and provokes terror- 
ism in France," Mr. Mergret 
said Sunday. 



PRINCE RA'O VISITS QAIA: His Royal High- 
ness Prince Ra*d Ben Zeid, <m Sunday pays an 
inspectKHi visit to the Queen Alia International 
Ai^rt and Is briefied on the arrangements for 
the recqidons of ddegations taking part in the 
Middle East and Nordi Africa (MENA) cmifer- 

Acconqnnied by airp<Hl director Abdnl (Petra photo) 


Hamid Kabariti, lYince Ra'd also inspected 
the q»edal passageways and gates for the 
handkapped in the arrivals and the departure 
lotu^ in the two terminals as wdl as a fecial 
alley onder the bridge at the airport. 


Syrian ship takes on expellees 


LARNACA (AFP) — A 
boat carrying 250 cheering 
Palestinians who were 
stranded on a car-ferry for 
nine days after fleeing Libya 
left here Sunday for the Sy- 
rian port Latalda to start a 
new life. 

The Fayza Express set sail 
after undergoing emergency 
safety work in I.am£.ca onmm 
the orders of Cypriot port 
officials who said they de- 
manded that extra life jacket 
be carried on board. 

The boat's jubilant passen- 
gers, in the first wave of 617 
re&gces,with Syrian travel 
papers who were due to be 
sbi|!^>ed to Latakia, sang in 
praise of Palestine, Syria and 
its President Hafez A1 Assad. 

Syrian officials said a 
second, faster boat coming to 
pick up the rest of those 
entitled to travel to Syria had 
left Latakia and was to arrive 
in Lamaca on Sunday. 

The Palestinians were hop- 
ing it was the end of an ordeal 
that began when they left the 
Libyan port of Tripoli on 
dct. 13. many of them after 


losing their jobs, and were 
then turned away from Lata- 
kia on Monday. 

Earlier, the refugees, who 
had endured sweltering con- 
ditions on the (jreek-owned. 
Cypriot-flagged car-ferry 
Countess M since it anchored 
off Lamaca on Tuesday, 
broke into cheers on hearing 
that a second ship was on its 
way. 


“Fm very pleased to say 
that we are expecting a new 
vessel coming from Syria to . 
carry the other passengers 
today, definitely," said Sy- 
rian Char^ d'Aifaires Rous- 
tom Zobbi. 


Many of those left on the 
car-ferry had feared being 
left behind and the tension 
spilled over into violence late 
^turday between some of 
the passengers. 

Shipping agent Milton 
Georgiades confirmed there 
had been “scuffles" abroad 
the ship on Saturday night 
among Palestinians worried 
about who would be leaving 
first. 


He added his agen^, 
Laraaca-based lUla Shipjnng 
and Trading, was acting for 
the Syrian company Della 
and was supplying the second 
ship, A1 A^d. 

Cypriot authorities trans- 
ferring passengers to the 
Fayza Ei^ress bad allowed 
only small groups of about 10 
to leave the Countess M ferry 
at a time, amid a ti^t secur- 
ity cordon manned by 50 
policemen and 10 soldiers. 

Those who left, waving and 
smiling to ^ose on the ^un- 
tess hC under an Arabic sign 
saying “Welcome to Assad's 
Syria” thanked the Syrian 
president for rescuing fiiem. 

A picture of Mr. Assad was 
hung from the ship along with 
a Syrian flag, and some pas- 
sengers bent to kiss a portrait 
of the Syrian leader before it 
departed. 

There were loud cheers too 
when four-day-oid baby 
h^anda. bom Thursday in 
Lamaca hospital, was carried 
off the Countess M by a 
Cypriot policewoman to 
board the other ship. 


IDEALLY, YOUR BANK SHOULD GIVE YOU 
ALL YOUR BANKING NEEDS IN ONE ACCOUNT. 



AssetYant^e. The new all-in-one package from the BBME. Benefits include: Personalised service at a special counter * 
No-bounce cheque protection ■ Preferential rates of interest on deposits and loans *AssetVantage Worldwide Service > One 
statement for all your accounts, and much, much more. If you have an average credit balance of JD 15.000 or more (or the 
equivalent in foreign currency) at any bonk, call 607471 ExL 190 or 636175 and a banking advantage will be yours. 


IDEALLY, YOUR BANK SHOULD BE THE BBME. 


The British Bank of the Middle East 


r.A 


HSBC 

AbnberJiSBCCmf 





Kabul reels after 
weekend attacks 


KABUL (AFP) — A bomb- 
ing raid Sunday on a residen- 
ti^ district of Kabul caused 
panic the day after a deadly 
rocket attack opened hostili- 
ties by the Taliban militia 
against the Afghan capital. 

At least three people were 
wounded when aircraft 
bombed the Afghan capital, 
officials said. The planes 
were not immediately identi- 
fied but Ac raid coincided 
with the Taliban's latest 
attempt to take the city. 

The rocket anack 24 hours 
earlier left at least eight peo- 
ple dead and 11 injured. 

The assaults have put 
Kabul’s residents on edge 
again after several months 
without a serious attack. 

Four powerful bombs fell 
on a crowded residential area 
of central Kabul on Sunday 
morning as government anti- 
aircraft gunners opened fire 
on the jets. 

A Defence Ministry official 
said only one of the “enemy 
planes" had managed to drop 
its bombs. 

He said it was the first 
bombing of the city centre 
since the Taliban militia 
reached the southern out- 
skirts of the city nearly two 
weeks ago in their second 
attempt to capture the capital 
in eight months. 

Government officials de- 
nied. meanwhile, that a 


strategic mountain pass 
northwest of Kabul had fallen 
to opposition forces and that 


a key nonhem highw:i> w.us 
threatened. 

The black-iurbaned la > 

ban fighters have vowed to 
topple the government ot 

President Burhanuddm Rah 
bani and establish Islamic l.’.w 
throughout the war-torn 

country. . . 

The Defence Minisdy om- 
cial said the Talibans nfiaji 
have restored some captured 
Soviet-made SU-Z: aircraft 
but he could not say which 
type of planes staged the 
attack or confirm who they 
belonged to. 

One of the four bomtis 
flattened a mud brick house 
injuring two residents, neigh- 
bours said. 

Two of the estimated Zat>- 
kilogramme bombs gouged 
deep craters in the earth, one 
near a school, but caused no 
casualties. 

The other bomb landed in 
an oil storage depot slightly 
injuring one person but caus- 
ing no significant damage. 

The Talibans, whose pre- 
vious attempt to capture the 
capital was repulsed in 
March, have previously re-, 
frained from targeting civi- 
lian areas of the city of nearly 
a million people. 

Until the weekend attacks, 
life in the city itself had been 
relatively normal. The roads 
were full of people and busi- 
ness continued as usual. 

Previous battles for control 
of Kabul left 25.000 dead in 
three years. 


lAF grapples with 
internal squabbles 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 


.W'^MAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion-Front (lAF) leadership 
on Sunday ruled out the pos- 
sibility of dissensions within 
its ranks and said a months- 
old crisis with some of its 
leading members have been 
sorted out. 

But one LAF former mem- 
ber heavily criticised the per- 
formance of the country's 
largest political party and 
predictechits downf^l if it did 
not change its administrative 
policies. 

"It is not true that they, 
(the lAF leadership) reached 
a eondusion." said Ziad Abu 
Ghanimeh, a former lAF 
member. ‘*The party is disun- 
ited and is shrinking (in mem- 
bership) more and more with 
time.” He was referring to a 
seven-hour meeting Friday of 
the lAF Shura coundl after 
which the front issued a state- 
ment calling for unity in its 
ranks. 


Mr. Abu Ghanimeh's com- 
ments were dismissed by the 
lAF leadership as baseless. 

Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Deputy Mohammad 


Oweidah told the Jordan 
Times that a dispute between 
three leading lAF members 
and the front's leadership has 
been settled at the Friday 
meeting. 

“Th^ are some people 
who dream of seeing the 
front collapse,” said Dr!' 
Oweidah. “When they heard 
of internal differences, they 
thought their dream had 
come tnie." 

“To their disappoinimeni, 
the front emerged (from the 
crisis) stronger than before," 
he added. 

Ifre three lAF members 
and also Parliament deputies. 
Hammam Sa'eed, Ahmad 
Kofahi and Abdul Min'em 
Abu Zam. were judged by 
the leadership as having 
violated the party's byelaws 
when they abstained from 
attending a House session de- 
dicated for the discussion of 
the laws related to lifting the 
boycott on Israel. Despite the 
front’s decision to attend the 
session and vote against the 
proposed legislations, the 
three deputies ruled that 
more participation in foe ses- 


(Cmitinued on page 7) 


Charges pressed against 
A1 Hayat and Ne’matt 


No court sess.ion called yet 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A public pro- 
sector has pressed charges 
againsr the London-based A1 
Hayat newspaper, its editor 
and ' its Amman correspon- 
dent over a report it pub- 
lished last month claiming 
that some Jordanian journal- 
ists and officials were on foe 
payroll of the Iram regime, 
ie^ sources said Sun&y. 

^ “The prosecutor has ended 
his investigations and refer- 
red the case to Amman’s 
Court of First Instance,’' one 
of the source said, adding 
that A1 Hayat, its chief editor 
Jihad Khazen, and Amman 
correspondent Salameh 
Ne'matt have been charged 
with violating articles in the 
Press and Publications Law 
as well as the Penal Code. 

The charges were pressed 
against the defendants after 
Prosecutor Jamal Zou’bi 
completed his investigation 
which involved hearing foe 
testimonies of columnist 
Tareq Masarweh, who was 
the first to react unfavourably 
to the report. President of the 
Jordan Press Association 
Suleiman Qudah and Mr. 
Ne'matt, who was detained 
for two days before his re- 
lease on bail earlier this 
month. I 

The controversial deten- 
tion of Mr. Ne’matt caught 
journalists by surprise at the 
time; many protested against 
the unprec^nted move of 
detention •■prior to pressing 
charges. 

In his report, published in 
A1 Hayat on ^pt. Mr. 
Ne’matt quoted “informed” 
and “official sources" as 


saying that the government 
has opened an investigation 
into allegations that 42 offi- 
cials, including a current 
cabinet member and a former 
senior official, and journalists 
were being bribed by foe 
Iraqi regime to “create a 
Jordanian movement to 
counter Jordan's support for 
change in the Iraqi regime 
...” following General Hus- 
sein Kamel’s defection to the 
Kingdom 6ft Aug. 8. 

Ihe article drew strong cri- 
ticism from some journalists 
here led by foe staunchly 
pro-Iraq columnist, Mr. 
Masarweh, who also doubles 
as foe premier's press advi- 
sor. 

In an artide published on 
Sept. 21 in foe mass circula- 
tion A1 Ra’i daily, Mr. 
Masarweh demanded that 
Mr. Ne’matt and bis paper be 
taken to court for slander. 

"We will go to court to find 
out who these 'informed* 
sources and 'official' sources 
who have relayed to A1 
Hayat the 'government’s con- 
cern’ over the Iraqi cam pai gn 
are,” Mr. Masarweh wrote in 
that artide. 

Mr. Ne'matt has since re- 
jected all charges against him 
and denied accusations by the 
prosecutor that he could 
name neither those who 
allegedly receive bribes from 
Iraq nor his sources. 

A1 Hayat, Mr. Khazen and 
Mr. Ne'matt arc charged with 
slander and defamation, 
“(overlooking) accuracy, 
honesty ^d objectivity in 
commenting on events or 
news as well as harming 


(Continued on p»gf 7 ) 



Queen Elizabeth to 
share flight with 
public for 1st time 

LONOON t.\FP) - Queen 
IJizabcih II will, for the 
firsi iiBh.* .foarc a comnvr- 
i:i;il tiiiihl " ith members of 
the pnblit* next week when 
she Hies lo New Zealand for 
the Comnu'nwcalfo summil 
III .-XudUand. Buckingham 
Palace said Sunday. The 
decision lo take foe Air New 
Zealand scr\ice to 
Auckland, via Los Angeles, 
with fruv-paying passengers 
will save New Zealand Klx- 
puyers an e.stimaied 
£41HUH)0 (S62lUK)0). It is 
customary for a host 
Commonwealth nation to 
pay for the queen's travel 
when she visits as head of 
state. Normally foe queen 
flics in a royal squadron air- 
craft or charters a long- 
range jet. But she has 
accepted a recomnwndation 
by the New Zealand gov- 
ernment to travel on a 
scheduled flight. A team of 
16 engineers will transform 
foe Boeing 747-400 jumbo 
jet’s first-cULSS section into a 
luxurious cabin fit for a 
queen. During the aircraft’s 
seven-hour turnaround time 
at London’s Heathrow 
Airpon, the engineers will 
transform foe first-class 
accommodation. The 16 
first-class scats will be 
replaced with an elegant 
table, four armchairs and 
two beds. The Duke of 
Edinburgh will not be on 
the flight and will arrive in 
New 2^alund ahead of the 
queen ffotn South Africa 
where he will attend the 
world wide fund for 
nature’s annual meeting. 
There will be no plastic 
cups and trays for her. She 
will eat from fine China 
with silver cutlery and drink 
frofti aystol gla.sses. 


China gives 12- 
year-old buddha 
gets luxury car 

BEULNG (.AFP) - The 
Chinese government, seek- 
ing ways to control the tur- 
bulent region of Tibet, has 
given a luxury car to the 
designated “living buddha" 
— a 12-year-old who is loo 
young to drive. Garamaba 
Ogyain CbUai, the 17th liv- 
ing buddha. is showm in the 
weekly Beijing Review 
receiving a gleaming 
Toyota 4500 at celebrations 
last month of the 30th 
anniversary of the founding 
of foe autonomous region of 
Tibet. "The gift was intend- 
ed to inspire preaching by 
foe youn^ud^,” smd the 
magazine received here 
Sunday. It said he was the 
first person in China tc^ 
receive such a car from the 
goveramenL Beijing 
Review did not say who 
would use the car o.s the 
buddha is too young to get u 
driver's license. 


Stranded Russian 
circus flies home 

DAVAO, Philippines (R) — 
The longest-running circus 
in town finally began its 
long trip home to Russia 
Sunday after being stranded 
for seven months in the 
southern Philipincs and giv- 
ing away its bears for food 
to survive. A seemingly 
endless saga of mishaps for 
the Russian all-star circus 
ended at dawn when an 
Ilyushin-76 Russian cargo 
plane lifted off from Dav;io* 
City Carrying the remnants 
of the circus on a 11.41K)- 
kilomeire journey to# 
Moscow. Us misfonunes 
included a foiling out wiili a 
Filipino promoter ihaf 
reduced the troupe into vir- 
tual penury and the death of 
seven animals. 
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